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In  Toronto 

Court  Convicts 


N.Y.  Housing  Court  Approves 
Lesbian  Couple’s  Eviction 


on  the  apartment  mailbox  and  on 
the  monthly  rent  checks.  The 
landlord  claimed  he  had  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  relationship. 

At  issue  was  whether  Hoskey 
could  be  considered  part  of  her 
lover  Ringelhiem’s  “immediate 
family,”  a  term  not  defined  in  the 
lease  contract.  Most  leases  in  New 
York  prohibit  the  tenant  from  co- 
habitating  with  a  person  not  a 
member  of  his  or  her  immediate 
family  without  written  permission 
from  the  landlord. 

Arguing  for  the  couple  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund,  attorney 
Michael  J.  Lavery  cited  two  recent 
cases  in  which  housing  court 
judges  ruled  that  an  unmarried 
couple  was  a  family  unit.  In  Hud- 
sonview  Properties  v.  Weiss,  for 
example,  Judge  Wilk  held  that 
unmarried  couples,  whether  heter¬ 
osexual  or  homosexual,  have  the 
same  rights  as  married  couples 
under  state  and  city  laws  against 


discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
marital  status.  The  judge  also 
pointed  to  a  broad  definition  of 
“common  household”  in  a  New 
York  state  human  relations  law. 

But  Judge  Pellegrino  relied 
continued  on  page  3 


with  it  the  legal  right  to  a  jury 
trial.  “A  jury  would  acquit  us,” 
Hislop  asserted.  “I  feel  very 
strongly  that  a  jury,  taken  in  from 
across  the  community,  would  say 
they  really  don’t  care  what  people 
do  in  private,  [but]  they  [the 
prosecution]  are  trying  at  all  costs 
to  avoid  getting  us  in  front  of  a 
jury.” 

The  strategy  of  the  defense  has 
thus  far  been  to  question  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  bawdy  house 
laws  and  the  meaning  of  the  term 
“indecent  acts.”  Morris  Man¬ 
ning,  the  defense  attorney,  at¬ 
tempted  during  the  trial  to  argue 
that  the  laws  fail  to  live  up  to  the 
standards  of  the  Rule  of  Law, 
which  prohibits  legislation  too 
vague  to  be  applied. 

The  Canadian  criminal  code 
contains  no  definition  of  “acts  of 
indecency.”  In  its  June  12  verdict, 
the  court  spoke  merely  of  acts 
“beyond  community  standards  of 
tolerance.”  Manning  argued  that 
matters  of  public  morality  and 
standards  of  decency  should  be 
decided  not  by  a  judge,  but  by  a 
jury  of  citizens. 

Asked  if  he  planned  to  appeal 
the  decision,  Manning  declined 
comment  until  the  sentencing  of 
Fabo  and  Gaudet  next  week. 
Manning  also  refused  to  speculate 
as  to  what  effect  the  case  might 
have  on  the  future  of  gay  bath 
houses  in  Toronto  or  in  the  rest  of 
Canada. 

A  demonstration  was  called  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  verdict,  bring¬ 
ing  a  crowd  of  approximately 
2,000  people  to  the  corner  of 
Yonge  Street  and  Wellesley,  a 
major  intersection  in  a  section  of 
Toronto  with  a  large  gay  popula¬ 
tion. 

Because  the  demonstration, 
estimated  to  be  the  third  largest  of 
its  kind  in  Canada,  was  called 
without  a  police  permit,  police 
confined  participants  to  the  side¬ 
walks.  Several  minor  scuffles  en¬ 
sued,  resulting  in  at  least  two 
arrests,  but  the  gathering  showed 
no  signs  of  the  violence  between 
police  and  demonstrators  that  has 
characterized  previous  similar 
demonstrations. 

—  filed  from  Boston. 


The  front  door  of  the  Parkman  House. 


Susan  Fleischmann 


By  Phil  Shehadi 
NEW  YORK  —  A  Housing 
court  judge  has  ordered  the  evic¬ 
tion  of  a  lesbian  couple  from  their 
apartment  on  the  grounds  that  on¬ 
ly  one  of  the  women  was  named  as 
a  tenant  in  the  apartment  lease. 

The  other  woman,  the  judge 
ruled  on  May  27,  was  not  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  tenant’s  immediate 
family  despite  their  having  lived 
together  since  January  1979.  Her 
presence  therefore  violated  the 
terms  of  the  lease. 

“To  hold  otherwise,”  wrote 
Judge  Ferdinand  Pellegrino,  in 
A  vest  Seventh  Corp.  v.  Ringel- 
heim  and  Hoskey,  “this  or  any 
other  court  would  lend  itself  to  the 
ultimate  destruction  of  the  family 
unit,  the  foundation  of  society.” 

The  tenant,  Marlene  Ringel- 
heim,  testified  that  she  and  her 
lover,  Peggy  Hoskey,  have  been 
sharing  the  apartment  in  a  “warm 
and  loving  relationship”  for  two 
and  a  half  years.  Both  names  were 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

TORONTO  —  Two  workers  at 
the  Barracks,  a  gay  bathhouse, 
were  found  guilty  June  12  of 
“keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house,”  nearly  three  years  after  a 
controversial  nighttime  raid  by 
Toronto  police.  Andy  Fabo  and 
Paul  Gaudet  face  sentencing  June 
23  on  charges  of  “keeping  a  place 
that  is  resorted  to  by  one  or  more 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  prosti¬ 
tution  or  the  practice  of  acts  of 
indecency.” 

The  owners  of  the  bath,  George 
Hislop,  Rick  Stenhouse,  and  Jerry 
Levy,  were  found  innocent  of  the 
charges.  Reached  by  telephone, 
Hislop,  who  has  unsuccessfully 
run  for  office  in  both  city  and 
provincial  elections,  explained 
that  “the  Crown  hadn’t  made  its 
case  within  a  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  three  directors  of  the 
company  clearly  knew  what  was 
going  on.  It  was  pure  technicality. 
I  certainly  do  not  want  [a]  division 
being  made  between  the  owners 
and  the  workers.  It  was  a  united 
defense.” 

Hislop,  Stenhouse,  and  Levy, 
along  with  Peter  Maloney,  a  To¬ 
ronto  lawyer  and  gay  activist,  and 
Jack  Campbell  and  Ray  Diemer, 
two  American  investors  who  run 
the  Club  Bath  chain,  face  addi¬ 
tional  charges  of  conspiring  to  re¬ 
ceive  monies  derived  from  a  long 
list  of  activities  which  are  indict¬ 
able  offenses,  including  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  a  common  bawdy  house, 
the  distribution  of  obscene  written 
matter,  and  the  commission  of 
acts  of  buggery  and  gross  inde¬ 
cency.  “We’re  being  tried  essen¬ 
tially  with  many  of  the  same  facts 
covering  exactly  the  same  time 
frame,”  said  Hislop.  “To  me  it’s  a 
case  of  double  jeopardy,  but  ap¬ 
parently  they  can  do  that.” 

The  trial  of  the  two  employees 
and  three  owners  was  heard  by  a 
solitary  judge,  Harold  A.  Rice,  in 
the  absence  of  a  jury.  Canadian 
law  insures  no  constitutional  right 
to  trial  by  jury,  and  the  criminal 
code  specifically  denies  that  right 
to  persons  charged  with  the  crime 
of  keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house. 

The  latest  round  of  accusations, 
however,  includes  the  charge  of 
conspiracy,  a  charge  which  carries 


The  community  makes  its  voices  heard. 


Susan  Fleischmann 


Community  Demonstrates 
Against  Mayor  White 
Over  Loss  of  Liaison 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  Approximately 
100  people  gathered  at  City  Hall 
June  16  to  demonstrate  against 
Mayor  Kevin  H.  White’s  elimina¬ 
tion  of  the  mayoral  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 

As  Robin  MacCormack,  who 
has  held  the  post  since  its  creation 
two  and  a  half  years  ago,  emerged 
from  City  Hall  at  the  close  of  his 
last  day,  demonstrators  cheered 
and  waved  placards  proclaiming 
“No  Taxation  without  Represen¬ 
tation”  and  “Robin’s  Job  Costs 
Less  than  Kevin’s  Kitchen.” 

“The  only  message  I  would 
have  to  give  to  you  is  that  the 
office  in  there  did  not  belong  to 
me  —  it  belonged  to  all  of  us,  and 
we  have  to  do  our  damndest  to  get 
it  back,”  MacCormack  told  the 


crowd. 

Beth  Kelly,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee,  outlined  a  course  of  ac¬ 
tion.  “208  years  ago,  angry  citi¬ 
zens  dumped  tea  at  the  Boston 
Harbor  .  .  .  protesting  taxation 
without  representation,  and  we’re 
here  tonight  to  do  the  same.  We, 
the  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  live 
and  work  in  Boston,  are  being  de¬ 
nied  our  rights  and  our  represen¬ 
tation,  and  we  are  angry  .  .  .  We 
are  the  first  to  be  denied,  but  we 
are  here  tonight  to  insure  that  we 
will  not  be  the  last  to  be  heard.” 

Accompanied  by  a  contingent 
of  police,  the  crowd  then  marched 
through  rush-hour  traffic  to  the 
recently  remodeled ,  city-owned 
ParkmanHouse  and  showered  the 
steps  with  teabags. 


The  Mayor’s  office  has  main¬ 
tained  that  the  position  was  elim¬ 
inated  for  financial  reasons.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Michael  Donovan  of 
the  Mayor’s  Communications  Of¬ 
fice,  MacCormack  was  only  one 
of  about  200  workers  in  the 
Mayor’s  office  laid  off  because  of 
Proposition  2Vz  cutbacks.  “There 
are  a  number  of  positions  con¬ 
cerned  with  minority  communities 
that  wer6  eliminated,”  Donovan 
told  GCN. 

Andrea  Bolling,  an  affirmative 
action  monitor  in  the  City  Hall 
personnel  office,  also  spoke  of 
other  cutbacks.  “We  really  don’t 
know  what  is  going  to  happen  to 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  — 
if  the  entire  department  will  be 
disbanded  or  what  ...  At  the 
moment,  there  are  only  seven  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  Human  Rights 
payroll.” 

Demonstration  organizers  urg¬ 
ed  that  letters  be  written  to  Mayor 
White  at  City  Hall,  protesting  the 
elimination  of  the  liaison  position. 
In  addition,  a  delegation  is  being 
formed  to  meet  with  the  Mayor  to 
discuss  the  move. 


BULLETIN 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  As 
GCN  goes  to  press,  the  Mc¬ 
Donald  Amendment  to  the  Le¬ 
gal  Services  Corporation  Act 
of  1981  has  passed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The 
vote  was  281  to  124.  The 
amendment  prohibits  the  Legal 
Services  Corporation,  a  feder¬ 
ally-funded  agency  which  pro¬ 
vides  attorneys  for  the  poor, 
from  providing  legal  assistance 
“to  promote,  protect,  or  de¬ 
fend  homosexuality.”  Details 
will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of 
GCN. 


In  Baths  Case 


News  Notes 
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quote  of  the  week 

“This  is  the  stunning  book  that  tells  of  the  ad¬ 
vancement  that  the  perverts  and  homosexuals  are 
making  in  our  churches.  It  brings  to  light  the  twisted 
and  Godless  attitudes  they  are  bringing  to  our  youth. 
Homosexual  Revolution  explains  the  way  perverts  re¬ 
cruit  young  people  today.” 

—  Advertisement  from  American  Opinion  Book¬ 
store  of  Elwood,  Indiana,  for  The  Homosexual  Revolu¬ 
tion  by  David  Noebel. 
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entrapment  again 

SILVER  SPRINGS,  MD  —  Gay  activists  here 
charge  local  police  with  entrapment  in  the  arrest  of  a 
number  of  gay  men  on  a  variety  of  sex-related 
charges. 

The  Washington  Star  reports  that  during  a  recent 
three-week  period  nine  men  were  arrested  on  misde¬ 
meanor  charge,  including  lewdness,  prostitution  and 
soliciting  for  lewdness,  in  the  area  of  two  porno¬ 
graphic  book  stores. 

“Any  type  of  police  entrapment  is  abhorrent,”  the 
Star  quotes  gay  activist  Adam  DeBaugh  as  saying. 
"We  have  police  officers  deliberately  enticing  people 
into  committing  crimes  and  then  arresting  them.” 

Police  say  their  undercover  operations  are  direct¬ 
ed  primarily  at  the  violent  crimes  that  have  beer 
occurring  recently  in  the  area,  of  which  gay  men  have 
been  the  victims.  They  also  claim,  however,  that  a 
number  of  straight  men  have  complained  of  being 
harassed  there  by  gay  men  trying  to  pick  them  up. 

Undercover  police  posing  as  patrons  have  enter¬ 
ed  the  book  stores  where,  they  claim,  other  patrons 
have  propositioned  them  either  verbally  or  physically 
by  grabbing  them. 

The  victims  of  recent  violent  crimes  in  the  area 
have  been  gay  men.  A  43-year-old  man  was  beaten  by 
another  man  he  met  at  one  of  the  bookstores  and  later 
by  three  adolescent  friends  of  the  first  assailant.  The 
four  stole  their  victim’s  car  after  tying  him  to  a  tree  in  a 
deserted  f  ield. 

Another  gay  man  was  the  victim  of  a  recent 
armed  robbery  in  the  same  area. 

The  Star  quotes  an  unidentified  gay  activist  as 
saying,  “I  wonder  if  they  [police]  have  anything  better 
to  do  than  locking  up  gay  men.  There  are  a  lot  of  seri¬ 
ous  crimes  going  on  in  the  Silver  Springs  area  while 
they  are  chasing  gay  people.” 


John  Tobin 


The  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  enjoys  the  view  from  the  Blue  Hills  during  a  hike  on  June  14  as  part  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  week. 


goals  for  the  ’80s 

BOSTON  —  The  Town  Meeting  traditionally  held 
here  in  June  to  conclude  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week 
will  have  as  its  theme  this  year  “Goals  for  the  ’80s.” 

Scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  on  June  24  at  Faneuil 
Hall,  the  meeting  will  feature  six  speakers  in  addition 
to  the  usual  open  discussion  among  community 
members. 

The  six  speakers,  who  will  have  five  minutes 
each,  are  Maxine  Feldman  of  the  Oasis  Coffee  House; 
attorney  John  Ward  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders;  Joel  Hincken,  a  practicing  psycho¬ 
therapist  and  former  director  of  Homophile  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Services;  community  organizer  Anni 
Waterf  low;  Sasha  Alyson  of  Alyson  Press,  and  Marsha 
Levine,  New  England  coordinator  for  the  National 
Organization  of  Lesbians  and  Gays; 


what’s  in  a  name? 

HONOLULU  —  Jerry  Falwell  has  filed  suit 
against  a  new  progressive  coalition  legally  registered 
as  the  Moral  Majority  of  Hawaii. 

Formed  in  April,  the  coalition  promptly  took  legal 
steps  to  prevent  Falwell’s  Moral  Majority,  Inc.,  from 
using  their  name  in  Hawaii  when  Falwell  made  a 
scheduled  trip  there  to  set  up  a  local  affiliate  of  his  na¬ 
tional  organization. 

The  moral  progressives  sought  an  injuction 
against  Falwell’s  use  of  the  name  '‘so  that  the  public 
is  not  likely  to  be  confused  or  deceived.”  They  also 
attempted  to  have  Falwell’s  organization  submit  an 
accounting  of  money  raised  in  Hawaii. 

When  he  arrived  in  May,  Falwell  was  greeted  by 
2,000  Hawaiians  demonstrating  against  him. 

The  Moral  Majority  of  Hawaii  includes  several 
lesbian  and  gay  organizations,  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
the  Hawaiian  Council  of  Churches,  several  unions  and 
other  groups. 


new  york’s  finest? 

NEW  YORK  —  A  Manhattan  jury  has  ordered  the 
City  of  New  York  to  pay  $100,000  in  damages  to  a 
handicapped  man  who  was  beaten  by  police  at  a  gay 
bar  in  1974. 

Dr.  L.  Larry  Leonard,  a  64-year-old  former  college 
professor,  called  the  police  to  complain  about  harass¬ 
ment  from  the  bouncer  at  Dirty  Edna’s.  A  police  ser¬ 
geant  who  later  arrived  at  the  bar  struck  up  a  friendly 
conversation  with  the  bouncer  and  ignored  Leonard. 
When  Leonard  tried  to  interrupt  their  conversation, 
the  sergeant  hit  him  with  a  blackjack,  then  arrested 
him  for  public  intoxication,  disorderly  conduct  and 
resisting  arrest. 

At  the  police  station,  another  officer  struck 
Leonard  as  he  was  being  fingerprinted  and  several 
officers  ridiculed  him  for  being  gay.  The  five-foot- 
three-inch  Leonard  was  further  ridiculed  when  his 
false  leg  became  undone. 

Criminal  charges  against  Leonard  were  later 
dropped  but  he  reportedly  suffered  from  severe  de¬ 
pression  for  three  years  as  a  result  of  his  treatment. 

“The  jury  awarded  damages  to  Larry  Leonard  be¬ 
cause  they  recognized  what  happened  to  him,”  com¬ 
mented  Richard  Emory,  the  New  York  Civil  Liberties 
Union  lawyer  who  represented  him.  "A  little  guy  who 
is  handicapped  was  terrorized  by  the  very  people  he 
had  called  to  protect  him.” 


young  lesbians  unite 

PROVIDENCE,  Rl  —  Young  lesbians  from  Rhode 
Island  and  nearby  parts  of  Massachusetts  are  invited 
to  participate  in  a  new  support  group  being  formed 
here. 

Designed  to  supplement  services  already  provid¬ 
ed  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth,  the  group  will  provide  its . 
members  the  opportunity  to  share  feelings  and  gain 
support  about  their  sexuality,  about  the  coming  out 
process  and  about  dealing  with  their  families,  friends, 
schools  and  lovers.  Other  topics  members  feel  are 
important  will  also  be  dealt  with. 

Designed  for  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and 
20  who  are  lesbians  or  think  they  may  be  lesbians,  the 
group  will  be  conducted  by  Barbara  Wilmot  with  as¬ 
sistance  from  the  Women’s  Growth  Center  of  Paw¬ 
tucket. 

Names  of  members  and  content  of  discussions 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  more  information,  contact  Barbara  Wilmot  at 
(401)  331-6858  or  Irene  LeFebere  of  the  Women’s 
Growth  Center  at  (401)  728-6023. 


gay  pneumonia 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  form  of  pneumonia,  Pneu- 
moncystis  carinii,  that  is  almost,  exclusively 
contracted  by  people  who  have  abnormally  low  dis¬ 
ease  resistance,  has  been  identified  in  five  previously 
healthy  gay  men  in  the  last  nine  months. 

Two  died  from  the  pneumonia.  The  five  men  did 
not  know  each  other,  did  not  have  sexual  partners  in 
common  and  although  some  had  had  sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  disease,  their  medical  histories  were  dis¬ 
similar. 

But  all  five  reported  use  of  inhalant  drugs. 

They  also  had  concurrent  or  previous  infections 
of  cytomegalovirus  (CMV),  which  is  more  common  in 
gay  males  than  in  heterosexual  males.  Traces  of  CMV 
have  been  found  in  semen,  but  not  in  urine,  suggest¬ 
ing  some  connections  with  the  sexual  practices  of 
gay  males. 

While  no  specific  relationship  has  been  demon¬ 
strated  between  these  two  diseases,  it  is  almost 
certain  that  some  aspects  of  the  gay  male  lifestyle 
and/or  side-effects  of  CMV  link  Pneumocystis  carinii 
to  the  population  of  gay  men. 


unequal  pay 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
has  ruled  that  wage  discrimination  suits  filed  by 
women  workers  need  not  be  limited  to  cases  of  un¬ 
equal  pay  for  equal  work. 

The  Guardian  reports  that  the  Court’s  opinion, 
written  by  Justice  William  Brennan,  permits  lawsuits 
in  cases  of  salary  discrimination  that  do  not  violate 
the  Equal  Pay  Act  of  1963.  Such  cases,  the  Court 
ruled,  should  be  filed  under  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act, 
which  prohibits  employment  discrimination. 

The  Guardian  says  women’s  groups  and  labor  or¬ 
ganizations  have  been  trying  for  years  to  prove  the 
illegality  of  discrimination  against  women  in  situa¬ 
tions  not  involving  unequal  pay  for  equal  work.  Such 
suits  are  considered  essential  to  correct  the  pattern 
of  placing  women  in  traditionally  low-paying  “wom: 
en’s”  jobs. 

The  five-to-four  ruling  was  made  in  the  case  of 
several  women  prison  guards  in  Oregon  who  argued 
that  they  should  receive  pay  equal  to  that  of  male 
guards  even  though  their  duties  were  not  identical. 
The  plaintiffs  were  paid  approximately  $200  a  month 
less  for  guarding  women  prisoners  than  male  guards 
were  paid  for  guarding  men. 

*  According  to  the  Guardian,  the  new  ruling  sets 
no  explicit  guidelines  for  sex  discrimination  cases 
and  leaves  much  up  to  the  lower  courts.  It  is  expected 
the  question  will  soon  find  its  way  back  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 


abortion  guidelines 

BOSTON  —  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
Massachusetts  has  written  a  set  of  guidelines  to  be 
used  by  trial  judges  in  hearing  petitions  by  adoles¬ 
cents  seeking  abortions. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the  14  guidelines 
include  provisions  for  prompt,  confidential  hearings 
in  which  the  woman  will  not  be  required  to  give  her  full 
name  or  to  answer  questions  on  her  parents’  or  her 
own  views  on  “the  morality  of  abortion.” 

Intended  as  a  supplement  to  procedure  previous¬ 
ly  ordered  by  a  Superior  Court  judge,  the  guidelines 
should  “alleviate  confusion  and  expedite”  enforce¬ 
ment  of  a  1980  state  law  permitting  teenagers  to  seek 
judicial  rather  than  parental  consent  for  abortions. 

Under  the  guidelines,  all  records  in  such  cases 
are  to  be  sealed.  Hearings  are  to  be  conducted  with 
only  a  court  clerk,  lawyer,  parent  or  friend  present 
with  the  judge  and  petitioner  and,  if  possible,  on  the 
same  day  the  petition  is  filed. 

The  judge  is  to  determine  whether  the  woman  is 
mature  enough  to  decide  on  abortion  and,  if  the  judge 
finds  she  is  not,  whether  abortion  or  childbirth  is  in 
her  best  interest. 


gay  lawyers  guide 

BOSTON  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  De¬ 
fenders,  Inc.  (GLAD),  a  non-profit  legal  defense  organ¬ 
ization,  is  producing  a  lesbian  and  gay  attorneys’  re¬ 
source  guide  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Edu¬ 
cational  Foundation  for  Individual  Rights  (NEFIR). 
The  guide  will  include  a  national  referral  list  of  attor¬ 
neys  active  in  gay-related  litigation. 

Attorneys  who  would  like  to  be  included  in  the  di¬ 
rectory,  and  who  have  not  already  done  so,  should 
contact  Tim  Stein  at  GLAD  immediately  at  2  Park 
Square,  Boston,  MA  02116,  (617)  426-1350. 
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New  Yorkers  Protest 
At  Village  Church 


Protest  Interrupts  Hearing 
On  Anti-Abortion  Legislation 


photo  by  JEB 


By  Joan  Gibbs  and  Sara  Bennett 

NEW  YORK  —  Several  hun¬ 
dred  lesbians  and  gay  males  and 
their  supporters  demonstrated 
outside  the  fundamentalist  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Church  in  New  York 
City’s  Greenwich  Village  on  June 
5  to  draw  attention  to  the  church’s 
right-wing  attitudes  and  practices. 

The  pastor  of  the  church.  Rev¬ 
erend  Fulton,  is  a  member  of  the 
Religious  Roundtable,  a  conserv¬ 
ative  Christian  organization 
founded  in  September  1979  to  dis¬ 
cuss  which  national,  political  and 
governmental  issues  it  should  alert 
its  followers  to  take  action  on  and 
is  a  founder  and  director  of  the 
Council  to  Inspire  National  Char¬ 
acter  and  Honor  (CINCH). 
CINCH  is  “a  service  organization 
to  other  morally  concerned  groups 
throughout  the  country  —  when 
they  need  representation  in  this 
area  we  do  that  for  them,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  article  in  New 
York  City’s  Daily  News.  The 
headline  of  the  article  boasted  that 
the  church  was  battling  ‘‘abor¬ 
tion,  Communism  and  the  homo¬ 
sexual  community.” 

The  demonstration  against  the 
church  was  organized  by  the 
Coalition  Against  Racism,  Anti- 
Semitism,  Sexism  and  Heterosex¬ 
ism  (CRASH),  a  newly  formed 
New  York  Coalition  of  lesbian 
and  gay  male  organizations  and 
individuals.  Initiated  by  Dykes 
Against  Racism  Everywhere 
(DARE)  and  including  such 
groups  as  Black  and  White  Men 
Together,  Committee  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Male  Socialists,  Salsa 
Soul  Sisters  and  Radical  Women, 
CRASH  sees  the  struggles  against 
racism,  sexism,  anti-semitism  and 
heterosexism  as  ‘‘integrally  linked 
aspects  of  a  system  which  threat¬ 
ens  our  lives  on  every  level,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  statement  of  unity. 
CRASH  plans  to  ‘‘encourage 
united  action  with  other  progres¬ 
sive  groups  to  combat  the  right- 
wing”  which  it  says  “serves  the 
interests  of  the  multinational  cor¬ 
porations  and  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment.” 

The  picket,  which  started  on  the 
sidewalk  outside  the  church,  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  closing  off  of  the 
entire  street  to  traffic  when  the 


WASHINGTON  —  Twelve 
demonstrators,  including  the  con¬ 
venor  of  the  National  Gay  Health 
Coalition  (NGHC),  were  arrested 
at  the  White  House  recently  for  a 
non-violent  protest  of  the  Reagan 
administration’s  budget  propos¬ 
als. 

Dr.  Walter  Lear  of  the  NGHC 
and  pediatrician  Dr.  Benjamin 
Spock  were  among  the  12  persons 
who  left  a  group  touring  the  White 
House  on  June  2  to  kneel  in  silent 
prayer  and  meditation  to  drama¬ 
tize  their  belief  that,  as  their  leaflet 
explained,  “the  proposed  Reagan 
budget  poses  a  grave  threat  to  the 
health  and  lives  of  millions  of 
America’s  poor.” 

The  protest  was  organized  by 
the  Community  for  Non-Violence 
of  Washington  and  Jonah  House 
of  Baltimore,  described  by  mem¬ 
bers  as  Christian  radical  pacifist 
groups. 

Five  minutes  after  their  protest 
began,  the  demonstrators  were  ar¬ 
rested  by  White  House  police  for 
unlawful  entry  into  a  part  of  the 
White  House  normally  closed  to 
the  public.  Eight  of  them  were  held 
in  jail  until  the  following  day,  then 
released  after  a  preliminary  court 
hearing. 

At  the  final  court  hearing  on 
June  4,  two  days  after  the  protest, 
the  12  participants  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  misdemeanor  charges 
against  them  and  were  given  a  sus¬ 
pended  60-day  jail  sentence  and 


number  of  participants  grew. 

“People  might  say  that  this  is  a 
dinky  little  church,”  a  black  gay 
man  participating  in  the  action 
stated,  “but  it’s  a  part  of  some¬ 
thing  that  seems  to  be  a  growing 
force  in  this  country,  something 
that’s  racist,  that’s  sexist,  that’s 
homophobic.  Something  that’s 
growing  on  frustration  but  is 
coming  out  in  this  dangerous,  fas¬ 
cist  sort  of  thing.  Like  the  Family 
Protection  Act,  and  other  bills, 
such  as  the  one  in  Oklahoma  call¬ 
ing  for  the  castration  of  people 
considered  ‘sexual  deviants’,  Rea¬ 
gan’s  and  Congress’s  attempted 
destruction  of  social  welfare  pro¬ 
grams  and  the  Moral  Majority. 
It’s  all  connected.  I  think  this 
demonstration  is  important  be¬ 
cause  for  once  we’re  taking  the  of¬ 
fensive.” 

Fulton  has  characterized  the 
Village  as  a  “demonic  Bermuda 
triangle,”  and,  according  to  one 
of  his  parishioners  who  was 
quoted  in  the  News  article,  the 
area  “is  deeply  into  sin  —  not  just 
middle-level  sin.”  Fulton,  in  his 
own  words  always  “wanted  to  be 
a  missionary  in  the  jungle  —  I  just 
never  thought  it  would  be  the  as¬ 
phalt  jungle.”  Three  members  of 
the  church  are,  in  fact,  mission¬ 
aries,  two  in  South  Korea  and  one 
in  India.  The  church  actively  cru¬ 
sades  against  lesbian  and  gay 
rights,  the  ERA,  and  reproductive 
rights  and  in  its  God  and  Country 
Report,  boasts  of  the  campaigns 
of  its  “Strengthen  America  Com¬ 
mittee”:  “several  outcries  against 
the  widespread  murder  of  unborn 
infants”;  “the  writing  and  hand 
distribution  of  30,000  copies  of  a 
“reject  the  Gay  Rights  bill”  leaf¬ 
let;  and  representing  New  York 
City  at  a  meeting  with  Anita  Bry¬ 
ant  to  “plan  the  surmounting  of 
some  of  the  homosexuality  in  the 
U.S.  through  positive,  gospel- 
centered,  accredited  counseling 
centers.” 

While  demonstrators  chanted 
“Gay,  Straight,  Black,  White, 
Unite  to  Fight  Against  the  Right,” 
and  “Racist,  Sexist,  Anti-Gay  — 
Neighborhood  Church  Go  Away,” 
Fulton  and  his  followers  sang 
hymns  and  prayed. 


one  year  ot  selt-supervisea  pro¬ 
bation. 

Just  prior  to  being  sentenced, 
Lear  told  the  court,  “For  the  past 
six  months  I  have  worked  with  the 
Philadelphia  Alliance  for  Human 
Needs  and  a  number  of  medical, 
gay  and  civic  organizations  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  stop  the  transfer  of  federal 
funds  from  health  and  human 
services  to  nuclear  weapons  and 
other  military  programs  —  all  to 
no  avail.  In  accordance  with  my 
belief  that  these  federal  policies  are 
profoundly  unjust,;  .inhuman  and 
contain  the  potential  for  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  human  race,  I  have 
found  it  necessary  to  express  my 
protest  in  this  additional  way.” 

During  the  protest,  supporters 
outside  the  White  House  distribut¬ 
ed  leaflets  reading,  “We  are  health 
care  providers  and  users,  including 
physicians,  scientists,  and  ad¬ 
vocates,  who  join  together  to  resist 
the  sacrifice  of  the  poor  on  the 
altar  of  military  spending.  We  ap¬ 
peal  today  for  the  needs  of  the 
aged  and  infirm,  the  mentally  inca¬ 
pacitated  and  the  physically  dis¬ 
abled,  the  minorities  and  the  child¬ 
ren  whose  health  care  will  be  dev¬ 
astated  by  the  Reagan  budget.” 

The  leaflet  referred  specifically 
to  a  proposed  cut  of  two  billion 
dollars  from  next  year’s  Medicaid 
funds,  the  closing  of  about  half  of 
all  community  and  migrant  health 
clinics  and  reductions  in  Public 
Health  Services  programs  in  rural 


By  Jil  Clark 

WASHINGTON  DC  —  Six 
women  who  disrupted  a  Senate 
hearing  on  a  bill  which  would  out¬ 
law  abortion  in  the  United  State, 
are  facing  possible  jail  terms  of  6 
months  and  fines  of  $500. 

The  six,  all  members  of  the 
Women’s  Liberation  Zap  Action 
Brigade,  were  protesting  the  so- 
called  Human  Life  Statute,  Senate 
Bill  158,  and  the  “stacking”  of 
testimony  in  favor  of  the  anti¬ 
abortionists  by  Senator  John  East 
(R-SC),  chair  of  Judiciary’s  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Separation  of  Pow¬ 
ers.  Six  of  the  seven  doctors  and 
scientists  testifying  at  the  hearing 
oppose  abortion  because  they  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  fertilized  egg  is  a 
living  human. 

Arrested  were  Tacie  Dejanikus 
of  the  off  our  backs  collective  and 
five  members  of  the  Committee 
for  Abortion  Rights  and  Against 
Sterilization  Abuse  (CARASA)  in 
New  York  City  —  Sarah  Schul- 
man,  Karen  Zimmerman,  Libby 
Smith,  Maureen  Angelos,  and 
Stephanie  Roth. 

The  women  were  charged  with 
“Disruption  of  Congress,”  a 
criminal  offense.  They  have  filed 


areas  and  on  Indian  reservation. 
Also  cited  were  drastic  cuts  in  food 
stamps,  school  lunch  programs, 
housing  subsidies  and  Aid  to  Fam¬ 
ilies  with  Dependent  Children. 

The  leaflet  contrasted  the  bud¬ 
get  cuts  with  a  $20  billion  increase 
in  the  military  budget  proposed 
for  1982,  with  further  increases 
projected.-'5 ‘.As  we  increase  our 
arsenals,”  the  leaflet  stated,  “we 
move  closer  to  world-wide  catas¬ 
trophe  which  threatens  the  lives  of 
all.” 

Other  participants  in  the  June  2 
protest  included  Dr.  Barbette 
Blackington,  founder  and  director 
of  the  International  Institute  of 
Children’s  Nature  and  Their 
Rights  of  Washington,  D.C.;  Har¬ 
old  Moss,  a  cancer  reasearcher  at 
the  National  Institute  of  Health; 
John  McAvinue,  president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institute  of  Social 
Medicine  and  Community  Health; 
and  Mark  Kleinman,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Consumer  Coalition 
for  Health. 

Lear,  in  addition  to  his  work  in 
the  NGHC,  is  president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institute  of  Social 
Medicine  and  Community  Health 
and  national  secretary  of  the  Phy¬ 
sicians’  Forum. 

Spock,  78  ,  a  retired  professor 
of  pediatrics  and  author  of  a  well- 
know  book  on  baby  care,  is  fam¬ 
ous  for  his  anti-war  activities  in  the 
1960s 

—  filed  from  Boston. 


a  motion  to  dismiss  the  case  on 
grounds  of  “selective 
prosecution.”  Judy  Holmes,  one 
of  their  attorneys,  explained,  “we 
think  the  normal  procedure  is  to 
escort  [a  disrupting  person]  out  of 
the  building.” 

“We’ve  been  trying  to  find  out 
how  many  other  people  have  been 
arrested  for  protesting  in  Con¬ 
gress.  We  haven’t  found  anybody 
yet. 

When  they  appear  in  court  on 
July  6,  the  women  plan  to  present 
“as  much  reproductive  right  poli¬ 
tics  to  the  jury  as  possible,”  said 
Dejanikus. 

“We  have  four  main  topics  that 
we  want  to  raise:  abortion  rights, 
sterilization  abuse,  quality  child 
care  and  lesbian  rights.  We  believe 
they’re  all  linked.;,  they  all  have  to 
do  with  women  having  control 
over  their  bodies,  their  sexuality. 

“What’s  behind  Congress’s  at¬ 
tack  on  abortion  is  an  attack  on 
women’s  freedom  —  and  they’re 
right:  abortion  rights  would  make 
a  change  in  the  family.” 

Do  the  women  think  that  their 
presenting  themselves  in  the  court¬ 
room  as  radical  feminists  will  de¬ 
crease  their  chance  of  avoiding  jail 
and  a  fine? 

“No,  we  hope  our  politics  will 
explain  to  the  jury  why  we  did  the 
action  and  help  us  be  seen  as  ra¬ 
tional  people  who  wanted  to  get  a 
point  across.” 

Some  of  the  women  intend  to 
point  out  to  the  jury  that  their 
purpose  in  interrupting  the  hear¬ 
ings  was  to  express  a  viewpoint 
that  East  was  not  allowing  to  be 
heard,  said  Dejanikus.  “They  will 
all  assert  that  the  hearing  —  and 
the  bill  —  “shouldn’t  exist  in  the 
first  place.” 

Smith  thinks  that  she  and  her 
colleagues  did  succeed  in  getting 
these  points  across  to  the  public 
on  April  23,  when  they  interrupt¬ 
ed  the  first  day  of  testimony  by 
doctors  and  scientists  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  when  life  begins.  During 
the  anti-abortion  testimony  of 
Gordon  Hymie,  chairperson  of 
the  department  of  medical  gene¬ 
tics  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  in  Roches¬ 
ter,  Minnesota,  they  stood  on 
their  chairs,  held  up  pro-choice 
signs  and  loudly  recited  the  slo¬ 
gans  written  on  them.  Supportive 
applause  erupted  spontaneously, 
and  police  promptly  escorted 
them  out  of  the  room  to  be  ar¬ 
rested,  according  to  off  our  backs 
(oob).  v _ 

Correction 

In  last  week’s  issue  (Vol.  8, 
No.  47 )  it  was  incorrectly  re¬ 
ported  that  Charles  Brydon 
had  been  paid  $42,000  a  year  as 
co-executive  director  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force.  Bry- 
don’s  salary  is  actually  $29,000 
a  year. 

We  regret  the  error. 


“We  wanted  to  draw  public  at¬ 
tention  to  the  hearing,”  said 
Smith,  “and  the  coverage  we’ve 
gotten  in  the  straight  and  alterna¬ 
tive  media  has  been  good.” 

“And  as  you  can  see,  the  hear¬ 
ings  have  continued  less  stacked 
[against  those  who  support  wom¬ 
en’s  right  to  choose  abortion]  than 
East  had  planned,”  Smith  said, 
explaining  that  the  Senator  has 
allowed  more  pro-choice  testi¬ 
mony  in  subsequent  hearings  on 
the  bill,  which  are  still  going  on. 

East’s  attempt  to  minimize  tes¬ 
timony  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
has  also  been  criticized  by  his  col¬ 
league,  conservative  Senator  Orrin 
Hatch  (R-UT). 

East  received  more  bad 
publicitiy  when  the  senior  Demo¬ 
crat  on  the  subcommittee.  Max 
Baucus  from  Montana,  sent  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  press  charging  that  East 
had  refused  to  allow  Baucus’ 
counsel  to  question  particular  wit¬ 
nesses  while  Baucus  was  away 
from  Washington,  according  to 
Dejanikus.  East  also  canceled  a 
hearing  to  avoid  complying  with 
Baucus’  request  that  the  Senate 
hear  testimony  from  a  woman 
who  had  had  an  illegal  abortion. 

The  statute  itself  has  come  un¬ 
der  fire  on  the  grounds  that  it  is 
unconstitutional.  The  bill  states 
that,  “The  Congress  finds  that 
present-day  evidence  indicates  a 
significant  likelihood  that  actual 
human  life  exists  from  concep¬ 
tion.” 

It  continues,  “for  the  purpose 
Continued  on  Page  9 

Housing 

Continued  from  Page  1 

instead  on  one  of  his  own  previous 
rulings  in  Perl  v.  Saul.  This  case 
ordered  the  eviction  of  a  gay  man 
from  his  deceased  lover’s  apart¬ 
ment.  Pellegrino  wrote,  “This 
court  has  researched  the  question 
and  has  been  unable  to  find  any 
authority  that  holds  homosexuals 
living  together  constitute  a  family 
unit.” 

Attorney  Lavery  said  he  was 
dismayed  at  the  broad  language 
suggesting  that  homosexual  rela¬ 
tionships  were  incompatible  with 
the  creation  of  a  family  unit.  He 
said  the  Perl  case  was  clearly  dis¬ 
tinguishable  from  the  Ringelheim 
case  since  the  former  involved  a 
co-op  apartment  and  hence  a 
different  set  of  lease  transferral 
regulations. 

Correction 

In  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  46,  the 
photograph  accompanying  an 
article  entitled  “  ‘White  Night’ 
Remembered”  was  erron¬ 
eously  attributed  to  John  Ky- 
per,  who  wrote  the  article.  The 
photograph  was  actually  by 
Rink. 

We  appreciate  the  photo¬ 
graph  and  regret  the  error. 


White  House  Police  Arrest 
Non- Violent  Demonstrators 
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Community  Voices 

more  on  wmdc 


Dear  GCN 

We  were  surprised  to  see  a  letter  in  your  May  16 
issue  about  our  leafletting  at  the  April  1 1  Alive/ 
Terry  Gz-  hwaite  Concert  at  Mi.  Holyoke  Col¬ 
lege.  We  were  disappointed  that  you  printed  it 
without  also  printing  our  statement,  or  at  least 
telling  us  that  a  response  was  going  to  be  printed. 
Our  purpose  in  doing  the  statement  was  not  to 
‘Vet  back  at”  anyone,  but  to  inform  the  wimmin 
in  our  community  of  practices  and  policies  which 
v. '  feel  are  against  their  interests  as  well  as  cur 
o-'  i.  We  made  public  our  grievances  only  after 
having  tried  for  the  last  two  years  to  settle  it  in 
pr.vate.  If  our  distributor  had  been  willing  to 
negotiate  or  compromise,  such  a  statement,  and 
this  letter,  would  not  have  been  necessary. 

We,  along  with  other  wimmin’s  stores,  small 
record  labels,  and  musicians,  have  been  pro¬ 
testing  the  unfair  monopoly  of  wommin’s  music 
distribution.  Our  distributor,  Women’s  Music 
Distribution  Company  (WMDC),  sells  records 
through  a  system  of  exclusive  territories.  This 
means  that  all  wimmin’s  businesses  and  record 
stores  in  her  area  must  buy  wimmin’s  labels 
through  them.  WMDC  controls  the  price,  avail¬ 
ability,  promotion,  and  who  is  represented.  We 
do  not  get  to  choose  our  distributor,  and  we  are 
forbidden  to  buy  from  anyone  else,  even  if 
WMDC  is  out  of  an  album.  WMDC  also  has  the 
non-negotiable  policy  of  selling  records  retail  at 
concerts,  which  we  disagree  with. 

This  is  not  an  isolated  problem.  The  Women’s 
Independent  Label  Distribution  (WILD) 
network,  of  which  WMDC  is  part,  is  a  national 
organization.  Most  wimmin  do  not  know  that  our 
distributor  (WMDC)  controls  all  of  the  territory 
in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Vermont,  and  Massachusetts,  as  well  as 
the  greater  Los  Angeles  area.  Other  distributors 
control  similarly  large  areas.  Some  of  these  have 
been  gotten  by  forcing  smaller  territories  to  sell 
out  to  the  larger  ones,  pushing  wimmin  out  of 
business.  Other  distributors  who  have  disagreed 
about  the  exclusive  territories  have  had  their 
major  labels  pulled  from  them.  This  happened 
recently  in  Vermont.  WMDC  calls  this  feminist 
non-competition.  It  sounds  to  us  more  like  con¬ 
form  or  be  put  out  of  business.  Distributors  also 
compete  amongst  themselves  for  who  gets  what 
territory.  An  individual  caii  mail  order  records 
from  any  distributor  in  the  country  they  choose 
(or  even  direct  from  the  label),  regardless  of  whe¬ 
ther  the  order  crosses  territories. 

WMDC  says  they  want  to  establish  an  alter¬ 
native  to  the  male-dominated  music  industry.  But 
major  wimmin’s  labels  are  also  being  carried  by 
male  distributors,  and  the  major  thrust  in  the  last 
few  years  has  been  to  get  wimmin’s  music  into  the 
large  male-dominated  record  stores,  not  to  pro¬ 
mote  wimmin  retailers  as  the  alternative  place  to 
buy.  In  a  few  cases,  male  distributors  have  even 
been  offered  wimmin’s  exclusive  territories. 

Our  flyer  never  attacked  WMDC  as  a  giant  pro¬ 
fit  maker.  We  don’t  know  of  any  wimmin’s  busi¬ 
ness  that  makes  large  profits.  In  fact,  Womonfyre 
Books  loses  money  on  the  sale  of  records.  But  we 
do  twice  as  much  business  with  WMDC  as  with 
any  of  our  book  companies!  Clearly  records  are 
more  than  just  a  “sideline”  with  us.  We  are 
dedicated  to  making  wimmin’s  culture  available 
to  the  wimmin  of  our  valley,  whether  that’s 
books,  records,  cards,  or  anything  else. 
Wimmin’s  bookstores  have  been  and  continue  to 
be  the  major  outlets  for  wimmin’s  music  in  this 
country.  Wimmin’s  stores  were  the  only  ones  to 
carry  wimmin’s  labels  in  the  beginning,  and  we 
are  still  the  only  ones  to  carry  the  complete  range. 
In  fact,  Womonfyre  Books  carries  more  wimmin, 
more  labels,  and  more  titles  than  our  distributor 
does. 

The  one  thing  that  really  angers  us  is  WMDC’s 
claim  to  carry  many  different  third  world  wim¬ 
min’s  albums.  How  dare  they  say  this  when  all  the 
classic  black  wimmin  blues  singers  are  missing 
from  their  display?  It’s  insulting  to  third  world 
wimmin  to  have  only  a  handful  of  their  records 
when  the  entire  jazz  and  blues  medium  was  crea¬ 
ted  by  them.  We  want  other  wimmin  to  know  of 
these  records  by  selling  them  at  concerts.  (Not 
everyone  who  goes  to  a  concert  comes  to  Womon¬ 
fyre  Books,  or  New  Words  in  Cambridge,  the 
Women’s  Bookstore  in  Worcester,  or  Bloodroot 
in  Connecticut.) 

We  want  to  promote  all  kinds  and  types  of 
wimmin’s  music.  This  includes  wimmin  who’ve 
recorded  on  male-owned  labels.  Terry  Garth- 
waite  is  a  clear  example  of  such  an  artist. 
Womonfyre  Books  had  always  carried  and  pro¬ 
moted  her.  WMDC  never  carried  her.  But 


suddenly  when  she  was  to  play  in  concert  here, 
WMDC  claimed  the  exclusive  right  to  sell  her 
records  at  the  concert.  And  the  concert  producers 
supported  their  doing  this!  This  directly 
contradicts  WMDC’s  own  statement  that  they  sell 
records  only  from  “women-owned  companies 
...not  available  to  male-owned  companies.” 
What’s  to  keep  them  from  claiming  any  womon 
passing  through  town  as  their  exclusive  property? 
We’ve  been  told  that  it’s  in  the  musician’s 
contract  that  the  distributor  sells  at  concerts.  But 
the  owner  of  WMDC  is  the  womon  who  writes 
those  contracts!  Of  course  she’s  going  to  protect 
her  own  interests.  In  fact  this  clause  is  in  the 
contract  whether  the  performer  wants  it  or 
not — otherwise  the  distributors  would  not  carry 
their  records.  Izquierda  tried  to  sell  their  own 
record  at  their  own  concert  and  were  trashed  by 
the  distributors  for  doing  so! 

This  brings  us  to  the  unfeminist  way  in  which 
musicians  and  small  wimmin’s  labels  are  treated 
by  this  distribution  system.  Unless  they  agree  to 
give  up  all  rights  to  sell  their  own  records,  at  con¬ 
certs  or  to  stores,  they  will  not  be  carried  by 
WILD.  So  we  aren’t  the  only  ones  being  hurt  by 
this  monopoly.  Many  small  labels  have  their  own 
issues  too,  especially  regarding  promotion. 
Taken  together,  these  policies  are  pushing  several 
small  labels  to  their  demise. 

We  are  tired  of  being  told  that  there  is  nothing 
to  negotiate,  that  this  is  a  “dead  issue.”  The 
male-owned  record  stores  have  always  been  able 
to  get  around  the  exclusive  territories  by  making 
swaps  and  deals  with  friends  in  other  territories. 
The  funny  thing  is  that  the  male  record  stores  in 
our  valley  agree  with  us  about  WMDC — they 
don’t  like  the  system  or  the  service  they  receive 
either. 

WMDC  has  refused  to  negotiate  with  us  about 
any  of  their  policies.  They  won’t  even  put  them  in 
writing.  Olivia  Records  has  told  us  their  policies 
are  “not  subject  to  change.”  We  tried  once 
before  to  organize  local  wimmin’s  stores  to  voice 
our  oppositions,  but  they  were  called  individually 
by  WMDC  and  threatened.  We  are  currently  cut 
off  from  WMDC’s  phone  service,  in  retaliation 
for  our  leaflet,  and  we  have  been  refused  ship¬ 
ments  in  the  past.  There  is  no  struggle  between  us 
and  some  poor  wimmin  in  Maine  over  who  gets 
100  records.  To  begin  with,  nobody  orders  that 
much— it’s  more  likely  10  to  25  records.  WMDC 
chooses  to  fill  orders  from  the  large  chains  in  Bos¬ 
ton  before  the  smaller  towns,  here  or  in  Maine. 
This  is  not  a  “reality  of  the  record  business.” 
None  of  the  other  distributors  we  order  from, 
male  or  female,  has  treated  us  this  way. 

We  think  it’s  rather  obvious  who  should  sell 
records  at  wimmin’s  events:  the  wimmin  who 
retail  and  promote  wimmin’s  music  in  their  local 
area.  Wimmin’s  bookstores  are  the  natural  fem¬ 
inist  retail  outlet  for  selling  at  concerts  and 
events.  WMDC  is  in  direct  competition  with  the 
local  wimmin’s  retail  stores  when  they  sell  retail  at 
concerts.  If  the  wimmin’s  stores  did  concert  sales, 
the  distributors  would  get  70%  of  the  selling  price 
anyway,  since  we  have  to  buy  wholesale  from 
them.  As  it  is  now,  WMDC  makes  retail  as  well  as 
wholesale  profit  on  each  record  sold.  It  is  only 
because  we  and  other  wimmin’s  bookstores, 
record  stores,  musicians,  and  small  wimmin’s 
labels  are  being  dealt  with  in  an  unfeminist  man¬ 
ner  that  we  appeal  publicly  for  your  help. 

No  wimmin’s  business  or  enterprise  can  be 
above  criticism.  We  have  to  be  willing  to  con¬ 
structively  criticize  each  other  when  we  feel  injus¬ 
tice  is  being  done,  or  we  perpetuate  the  same 
systems  we  are  trying  to  change.  To  be  silent  is  to 
collaborate  with  our  oppression.  WMDC  is  now 
saying  that  we’ve  been  “disgraceful,  hypocritical 
and  harmful”  by  criticizing  them.  But  let’s  make 
a  few  things  clear— our  leaflet  went  only  to  our 
local  community.  We  did  not  initiate  this  “war  of 
words”  in  the  gay  and  wimmin’s  media  by 
sending  letters  to  all  the  major  journals.  And  we 
are  not  the  ones  calling  names.  We  criticized  poli¬ 
cies,  not  individuals,  and  we  resent  the  personal 
attacks  being  made  on  our  names.  Issues  like 
these  that  are  between  wimmin’s  businesses 
should  be  discussed  on  their  own  merits,  not 
brought  down  to  a  personal  level. 

We  welcome  more  in-depth  discussion  of  these 
issues,  and  would  like  to  know  what  other  wim¬ 
min’s  experiences  have  been. 

Thanks. 

Kiriyo  Spooner 
Jil  Krolik 

Womonfyre  Books 
Northampton,  MA 


gay  pride 


My  Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

You  have  been  reading  about  the  terrible  night¬ 
mare  I  have  been  living.  Dave  Gillon  ( GCN  6/20) 
has  tried  to  inform  you  as  to  the  events  which 
have  and  continue  to  take  place  in  my  life. 

My  name  is  Wayne  Healy.  Approximately  two 
months  ago,  I  was  convicted  of  a  crime  I  did  not 
commit.  The  Holyoke  Police  Department  and 
Springfield  District  Attorney’s  office  used  my  gay 
life  style  to  gain  this  horrible  and  unjust  result.  I 
turned  out  to  be  their  perfect  scapegoat. 

At  the  present  time,  I  am  sitting  in  a  cell  at 
M.C.I.  Concord.  I  am  in  a  Block  area  containing 
46  other  men.  Never  in  my  life  would  I  thought 
this  could  occur  to  me.  My  lover,  George,  and  I 
.  lived  a  quiet  life.  We  had  our  social  friends  and 
much  family  support.  We  worked  hard  and 
shared  many  loving  moments.  Now  we  are  sepa¬ 
rated  by  many  miles,  a  20  foot  wall  and  many  cor¬ 
rectional  officers.  George  visits  me  often  and  we 
are  even  more  strengthened  in  our  love. 

My  family  and  many  friends  are  doing  every¬ 
thing  in  their  power  along  with  my  attorney,  to 
correct  this  tragic  injustice.  Many  long  hours  and 
events  to  help  raise  funds  and  gain  public  support 
are  being  done.  The  love  and  support  that  has 
been  shown  and  raised  by  this  is  overwhelming.  I 
am  truly  strengthened  by  all  that  is  happening. 

On  June  20,  you  will  all  be  gathering  together 
in  support  of  your  right  to  live  as  you  and  I  feel  is 
our  way  and  our  right.  We  ask  nothing  of  society 
other  than  to  treat  us  as  the  human  beings  that  we 
are.  We  ask  that  they  stop  using  us  as  scapegoats 
of  their  own  fears.  Allow  us  to  live  and  love  in  a 
fashion  that  makes  us  whole  individuals,  not  sup¬ 
press  us  into  living  as  only  part  of  a  person. 

On  June  20,  I  will  be  with  you  in  the  highest 


spirit  anyone  could  give.  My  heartache  will  be 
that  I  am  unable  to  attend  in  person.  I  would  like 
to  say  to  all  of  you,  I  am  living  proof  of  what  so¬ 
ciety  has  begun  to  do  to  us.  I  am  just  the  start  of 
what  a  modern  culture  is  about  to  take  out  its 
fears  and  hostilities  on.  Despite  knowledge  of 
events  pointing  in  other  directions,  this  police  de¬ 
partment  made  me  a  scapegoat.  And  the  ideal 
solution.  What  better  person  than  a  gay! 

My  friends,  on  June  20,  remain  united.  Rally 
hard  and  strong  for  our  betterment.  We  can  no 
longer  tolerate  living  in  fear  and  dealing  with  sup¬ 
pression.  Unjust  harassment  must  end.  The  peo¬ 
ple  who  bring  upon  these  pressures  feel  we  are  not 
part  of  their  society.  In  reality  we  are  very  much  a 
part  and  we  will  continue  to  be  in  body  and  in 
strength. 

It  is  said  a  house  divided  falls.  But  in  unity,  we 
have  the  strength.  I  can  only  ask  of  you  to  remain 
united,  to  continue  to  be  strong  in  numbers  and  in 
person.  You  as  individuals  must  search  within 
yourselves,  and  see  how  much  more  you  wish  to 
tolerate.  Do  you  wish  to  become  whole  individu¬ 
als,  or  to  allow  society  to  keep  you  suppressed. 
Many  of  you  must  be  tired  of  being  allowed  to  be 
only  a  part  of  yourself. 

My  love  and  spirit  are  with  you  all.  Go  for¬ 
ward,  heads  high.  Show  the  people  our  pride.  I, 
for  one,  no  matter  where  I  am,  can  truly  say  “I 
am  gay  and  proud!” 

Write  me  if  you  wish.  Let  me  share  your 
strength,  and  mine  with  you.  We  must  all  remain 
united.  No  matter  where  we  are. 

Wayne  Healy 

c/o  Fund  for  Wayne  Healy 
P.O.  Box  181 
Northhampton,  MA  01061 


we’re  all  struggling 

To  the  Editors; 

In  regards  to  the  letter  written  by  Iandras 
Moontree  (vol.  8,  no.  46)  denouncing  the  paper 
because  of  what  she  terms  “male  mentality”;  I 
can  only  kindly  ask  that  Ms.  Moontree  re-exam¬ 
ine  her  attitude. 

I,  for  one,  refuse  to  be  lumped  into  her  preju¬ 
diced,  stereotyped  image  of  men!  (i.e.,  .  .  .  busy 
enjoying  the  privileges  of  being  male  ...  as  well 
as  looking  for  a  good  fuck.)  I  would  love  to  be 
able  to  pass  Ms.  Moontree  off  as  an  hysteric,  but 
her  views  do  hold  a  certain  validity.  But,  does  she 
really  know  where  male  consciousness  is?  She 
claims  she  does.  I  would  contend  that  her  knowl¬ 
edge  is  a  composite  image  of  old  male  stereotypes 
and  a  general  hatred  for  the  male  of  our  species .  It 
is  hypocritical  for  her  to  scream  oppression  and 
domination  with  one  voice,  while  yet  another 
cries  out  to  oppress  and  dominate  those  she  criti¬ 
cizes.  1  am  forced  to  wonder  if  Ms.  Moontree’s 
struggles  are  for  equality  or  supremacy. 

As  a  gay  male,  I  look  at  the  rise  and  long,  hard 
fight  of  feminism  as  a  struggle  for  humanity,  the 
same  way  I  look  at  the  struggle  of  all  oppressed 
minorities.  I  believe  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  we  join  the  fight  for  liberation  and  equality 
for  all  human  beings.  What  justice  is  served  if  one 


minority  is  liberated  and  the  others  are  left  im¬ 
prisoned? 

Ms.  Moontree’s  energy  might  better  serve  hu¬ 
manity  should  she  decide  to  come  out  of  her  self- 
righteous,  opinionated  closed  world.  It  may  not 
have  occurred  to  her,  but  we  are  all  struggling. 
And  GCN  is  a  vital  part  of  that  struggle  for  both 
gay  women  and  men. 

With  Hope  for  tomorrow  — 

Brooke  Randall  Slavinsky-Soule 
Boston,  MA 


Proud  Gays! 


Please  help  us  make  our  photo 
spread  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride, 
USA,  a  success.  Send  us  a  black  and 
white  glossy  photo,  the  number  who 
participated,  the  theme  and  year 
(e.g.  first,  fifth),  and  a  quote.  Must  be 
in  by  July  14.  Send  SASE  if  you  want 
the  photo  returned 


A  Word  About  Subscription  Rates 

Gay  Community  News  will  be  revising  our  subscription  rate 
schedule  with  the  issue  dated  July  4.  The  rates  for  short  term  subs  will 
be  going  up:  a  25  week  sub  will  cost  $15.00  and  a  12  week  sub  will 
cost  $8.00.  A  low  income  rate  of  $1 0.00  for  25  weeks  will  be  available. 

A  word  about  low  income  rates.  We  want  to  make  the  paper  available 
to  as  many  people  as  possible  and  still  bring  in  enough  money  to  cover 
our  costs  so  we  can  continue  to  publish.  When  trying  to  decide  whether 
you  should  use  the  low  income  rate,  consider  this:  the  fulltime  staff 
people  at  GCN  make  $5200  per  year  before  taxes.  If  you  make  a 
comparable  salary,  use  the  low  income  rate.  Please  remember  —  we 
can  only  afford  to  offer  a  low  income  rate  if  the  majority  of  our  subs  are 
paid  for  at  the  regular  rates  or  higher.  We  want  to  continue  our  “more  if 
you  can/less  if  you  can’t”  policy.  We  hope  you,  our  readers,  will  support 
us  in  this  as  you  have  in  so  many  ways  in  the  past. 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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AVN  ^ffPR  COUNT  11  MEETING! 

On  October  IS,  1973  at  the  Ann  Arbor  City  Council  aertlftf,  Chief  NALTER 
MtASNY  appearod  with  inforeation  prcvloutlr  requested  by  tha  two 
Council  feeaber^  who  arc  active  in  tha  HUMAN  RIGHTS  PARTY. 

^VCYJ.l;CH*;i.rR,  w/f,  born  11/2/49,  and  JERRY  PcCRirxK.  w/n,  born  Z/27/S0 
continued  their  verbal  abuse  of  the  Chief  inparticular,  and  tha 
0;-partrrnt  in  (rneral.  This  recently  was  brought  about  by  police' actior 
at  the  request  of  on  owner  of. a  bay  in  Ann  Arbor.  The  owner  apparently 
had  requested  certain  people  In  his  estsblishBcnt  to  leave  due  to  their 
conduct,  which  Involved  honosexual  and  lesbian  activities  on  the 
prealses.  The  Ann  Arbor  Police  were  called,  at  the  request  of  those 
asked  to  leave,  and  an  investigation  was  and  stilt  is  being  cade. 

Thoso  Involved  with  this  contacted  NANCY  VECHSLER  at  hone  and  she 
1 coed lately  core  to  tho  scene  in  the  defense  of  those  asked  to  leave. 

On  October  16.  1973  NANCY  KCCflSLER  and  JERRY  DcCRIECK  appeared  on  radio 
station  KPAG  in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  Both  persons  at  this 
tire  defended  all  CAY  LIBERATION  MOVEMENTS  and  both  at  the  tire  stated 
they  were  homosexuals.  - 

They  had  previously  token  a  syrpathctic  view  in  regards  to  CAY  LIBERATK 
c.miscs,  and  suspicions  about  their  conduct  were  abundant,  however  on 
this  date  thru  their  participation  on  the  radio  progran  iVv_n<i-< 
y"-nlv_ that  they  were  homosexual^.  . "" 
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The  Pages  from  my  Red 
Squad  File 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 

In  September  of  1978  I  began  a  several  year-long  effort  to  get  copies  of  files  kept  on  me 
by  the  Michigan  State  Police  ‘Red  Squad.  ’  I  got  them  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  illustrating  this 
article  are  three  pages  from  those  files. 

The  files  are  being  released  as  a  result  of  a  lawsuit,  Benkert  v. ,  State  of  Michigan,  ini¬ 
tiated  in  1974  by  a  consumer  group,  and  joined  later  by  several  political  organizations  active 
in  Michigan  at  the  time.  One  of  those  groups  was  the  Michigan  Human  Rights  Party  (HRP), 
a  left-wing  third  political  party  of  which  I  was  an  active  member.  I  spent  a  year  as  coordina¬ 
tor  of  the  Ann  Arbor  local  of  the  party  as  well  as  two  years  on  the  Ann  Arbor  City  Council  as 
an  elected  official  from  HRP .  I  had  good  reason  to  suspect  the  police  had  a  file  on  me,  as 
they  had  already  admitted  they  had  copies  of  the  petitions  HRP  filed  to  gain  access  to  the 
state  ballot.  The  Michigan  State  Police  have  admitted  keeping  files  on  38,000  individuals. 

You  might  have  been  wondering  what  the  State  Police  did  for  a  living  back  then.  These 
files  certainly  contain  some  of  the  answers.  They  spied.  They  followed  people  around.  They 
sent  people  to  meetings  to  listen  to  what  we  were  saying  and  planning.  They  sent  people  to 
.demonstrations  to  take  down  names  of  who  was  there,  to  write  down  what  we  said,  and  in 
some  cases  to  provoke  some  of  us  into  crazy  actions.  They  kept  track  of  where  we  lived, 
what  cars  we  drove.  Beyond  that,  they  colluded  and  worked  with  the  FBI  and  other  govern¬ 
ment  agencies,  trading  and  sharing  information. 

My  file  contains  newspaper  clippings  from  my  campaign  for  City  Council  as  well  as 
clippings  from  the  press  as  they  reported  HRP’s  victory.  There  are  photographs,  too.  It 
contains  pages  of  someoneelse’stelephone  book  —  the  pages  with  names  starting  with  b,  c, 
and  d  —  not  even  the  w’s.  My  name  wasn’t  even  on  the  page,  but  somehow  it  was  still  a  part 
of  my  file.  I’m  sure  I  was  in  that  person’s  phone  book,  but  I  didn’t  get  to  see  that  page. 

One  page  of  my  file  is  marked  on  top  “WOMEN’S  LIB-BOMBINGS-File  Code  171, 
date  7-7-72,  page  17.”  Fifty  women’s  names  appear  on  that  page*—  all  those  whose  names 
started  with  s  through  w.  They  got  my  name  on  that  page.  There  are  little  notations  next  to 
some  people’s  names.  A  date  of  birth  here,  an  address  there,  a  phone  number  or  two  (even 
someone’s  work  number),  and  next  to  a  few  names  it  says  “Lawyer.”  Almost  all  the  names 
on  the  list  were  unfamiliar  to  me.  And  what  did  any  of  us  have  to  do  with  bombings?  I  don’t 
recall  any  political  bombings  from  the  early’70s  having  been  connected  to  “women’s  lib” 
(sic).  But  the  government  failed  to  make  those  subtle  distinctions. 

There  are  pages  containing  information  about  several  anti-war  demonstrations  —  who 
was  at  them,  who  spoke  at  the  rally,  and  parts  of  what  we  said.  They  have  information  not 
only  about  where  I  lived,  but  what  meetings  I  went  to  —  little  meetings,  big  meetings,  Ann 
Arbor  meetings,  meeting  in  East  Lansing,  and  out-of-state  meetings.  They  even  have  a  nota¬ 
tion  that  I  left  town  for  a  summer  and  went  back  to  New  York.  (I  can’t  remember  if  that’s 
true  or  not.  Likely  I  didn’t  leave  town  for  the  whole  summer.) 


Community  Voices 

against  dualism 


Dear  People, 

“Ye  are  either  for  me  or  against  me,”  Christ 
said.  Or  something  like  that. 

People  may  not  take  much  of  Christianity 
seriously  but  that  particular  viewpoint  is  taken 
whole-heartedly  by  Christians  and  non-Chris¬ 
tians  alike.  People  have  the  tendency  to  glorify  or 
condemn  action  with  the  fervor  of  any  bible- 
bonger.  Marxists,  feminists,  sissy/faggots,  est 
graduates,  macro-biotics,  etc.,  all  have  charted 
courses  to  “heaven”  or  hell  replete  with  conver¬ 
sions,  temptations,  abominations,  heresies, 
miracles,  resurrection  and  so  on.  In  light  of  the 
various  belief  systems,  what  was  once  muddled 


and  vague  becomes  ever  so  clear.  And,  by  the 
way,  universally  true. 

The  apologetics  for  man/boy  love  and  S&M 
and  the  attacks  on  them  smacks  of  this  sort  of 
dualism.  We  are  presented  with  extremes:  we  hear 
stories  of  the  drooling  exploitative  pederast  or 
else  an  ode  on  the  pure  bliss  of  man/boy  love.  In 
S&M  we  encounter  a  similar  dichotomy.  Sado- 
masochistically  oriented  people  are  either  leather 
bound  perverts  or  else  people  engaging  in  a  highly 
enlightened,  radical,  realistic  form  of  sexuality 
that  ordinary  people  will  probably  not  have  the 
sophistication  to  understand. 

“Ordinary”  sexuality  can  be  deadly  in  a  benign 


On  the  more  humorous  side,  they  have  two  AKA’s  listed  under  my  name.  (AKA’s  are 
other  names  people  are  known  to  have  gone  by.)  They  list  my  AKA’s  as:  Nancy  Wexler,  and 
Nancy  Weschler.  Now  really,  folks,  /  never  used  those  names.  They  were  simply  the  most 
common  misspellings  of  my  name.  The  only  other  name  I’ve  ever  gone  by  is  my  nickname  — 
Wee.  But  they  didn’t  have  that  one  in  there. 

The  file  is  filled  with  inaccurate  information,  and  I  suspect  it  is  incomplete.  It  leaves  out 
my  earlier  political  activities  as  well  as  much  of  my  HRP  days.  For  inaccuracy,  take  their 
description  of  my  public  “coming  out,”  and  their  report  of  that  particular  Ann  Arbor  City 
Council  meeting  (printed  above).  The  inaccuracies  are  too  numerous  to  list,  from  date  of 
birth,  to  why  the  Chief  of  Police  came  to  the  Council  meeting  that  night,  to  who  called  the 
police  from  the  restaurant,  to  where  I  was  during  the  “disturbance”  —  at  home  (as  they 
report)  or  at  the  restaurant  (as  was  the  case)  engaging  in  “homosexual  activities”  (whatever 
they  meant  by  that). 

To  set  the  record  straight,  the  facts  in  that  particular  case  are  as  follows:  On  Sunday 
night  many  lesbians  went  to  a  local  bar/ref tau rant  where  we  had  been  going  for  months.  It 
was  a  straight  bar  the  rest  of  the  week  (Ann  Arbor  had  no  lesbian  bar),  but  the  owner  had 
agreed  we  could  have  a  gay  women’s  night  on  Sunday.  It  was  a  slow  night  for  him,  and  we 
brought  him  business.  One  night  he  got  fed  up  and  freaked  out  by  women  dancing  together. 
He  turned  on  the  lights,  told  the  band  to  stop  playing,  started  yelling  and  screaming,  and  hit 
a  woman.  He  insisted  we  all  leave  and  not  come  back  if  we  were  going  to  dance  together.  We 
called  the  police.  I  was  on  the  scene,  not  at  home.  I  instructed  the  police  officer  (the  police 
department  is  under  the  City  Council)  to  inform  the  restaurant  owner  that  he  was  violating 
the  Ann  Arbor  City  Human  Rights  Ordinance,  which  included  a  provision  prohibiting  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  sexual  preference  in  public  accomodations,  housing  and  employment. 
(HRP  had  written  and  forced  the  passage  of  that  resolution  our  first  year  on  council.)  The 
police  officer  refused  to  cooperate. 

The  Chief  of  Police  happened  to  be  coming  to  City  Council  the  next  night  to  give  a 
report  on  crime.  Jerry  De  Grieck  and  I,  as  HRP  council  members,  were  allowed  to  question 
him.  I  took  the  opportunity  to  retell  the  events  of  the  night  before  and  push  the  Chief  of 
Police  on  enforcement  of  the  Human  Rights  Ordinance.  I  made  it  quite  clear  I  was  present  at 
the  restaurant  and  that  I  was  a  lesbian.  Jerry  also  came  out  at  the  same  time.  The  inaccura¬ 
cies  in  the  state  police  report  are  interesting.  They  said  I  wasn’t  at  the  restaurant  and  that  we 
came  out,  not  on  council,  but  on  a  radio  show  the  next  day.  Well,  we  did  do  a  radio  show  the 
next  day  where  we  talked  more  about  being  gay,  the  incident  at  the  restaurant,  the  city’s 
human  rights  ordinance,  and  the  politics  of  gay  liberation  —  so  they  got  that  part  right. 

The  part  of  that  page  I  love  the  most  is  the  last  paragraph.  “They  had  previously  taken 
a  sympathetic  view  in  regards  GAY  LIBERATION  causes,  and  suspicions  about  their  con¬ 
duct  were  abundant,  however  on  this  date  thru  their  participation  on  the  radio  program  they 
admitted  openly  that  they  were  homosexuals .  ”  (emphasis  in  original)  I’m  quite  sure  we  both 
said  we  were  gay,  not  homosexual.  And  it  was  not  quite  an  admission  so  much  as  a  totally 
wonderful  and  cathartic  experience.  But  you  wouldn’t  expect  to  see  it  described  that  way  in 
your  State  Police  files,  I  suppose.  Just  as  they  wrote,  in  another  part  of  the  file,  that  I  was  a 
“far  out  radical.”  I’m  sure  that  to  them,  finally  proving  I  was  a  “homosexual”  was  yet 
another  blotch  on  my  already  tarnished  character. 

Most  of  the  information  in  my  files  covers  the  years  1971  to  1974.  It  is  now  1981 .  While 
the  Michigan  State  Police  may  have  stopped  their  spying  (at  least  on  me,  as  I  now  live  in 
Massachusetts),  government  spying  into  the  lives  of  radicals  and  political  activists  contin¬ 
ues.  Just  under  three  years  ago  I  was  visited  by  our  very  own  local  Boston  FBI,  but  that’s 
another  story,  sort  of. 

The  State,  with  the  support  of  the  New  Right,  has  brought  us  the  continuing  economic 
crisis,  with  budget  cuts,  massive  layoffs,  and  huge  unemployment.  Racial  violence,  anti¬ 
semitism,  violence  against  women  and  gay  people  is  on  the  rise.  We  are  facing  a  well-organ¬ 
ized  and  well-funded  attack  on  reproductive  freedom  and  especially  on  the  right  of  women 
to  choose  abortion.  The  government  is  not  only  gearing  up  for  increased  military  aid  and 
troops  to  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala,  they  are  actually  trying  to  convince  us  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  “limited  nuclear  war,”  and  that  the  U.S.  can  win  it!  These  attacks  on  our  lives  —  on 
our  very  right  to  live  —  have  not  gone  unanswered.  Activists  have  begun  to  organize  and 
fight  back  in  ever  increasing  numbers.  People  once  active  in  the’60s  have  been  re-energized 
and  have  joined  with  others  who  are  getting  into  radical  politics  for  the  first  time.  The 
politics  of  these  new  movements  have  been  influenced,  and  will  continue  to  be  influenced, 
by  the  women’s  movement,  and  the  gay  liberation  movement. 

We  must  expect  that  as  the  movement  grows  in  this  country  in  response  to  the  rightward 
and  militaristic  drift  of  the  U.S.  government,  government  repression  will  also  grow.  FBI 
harassment,  grand  jury  harassment,  congressional  committees  reminiscent  of  the ’50s 
McCarthy  period  are  not  likely  things  of  the  past.  But  they  can  be  successfully  fought  if 
people  stick  together.  We  must  take  ourselves  seriously  enough  to  realize  that  some  of  our 
organizations  probably  are  being  watched,  and  that  some  of  us  will  be  targets  of  government 
harassment.  But  we  must  not  get  overly  paranoid,  and  have  that  interfere  with  the  work  that 
we  need  to  be  doing  over  the  next  many  years.  The  government  will  have  won  before  we  even 
start,  if  people  are  too  afraid  to  fight  back  for  fear  of  their  names  getting  on  some  list.  The 
Government  needs  to  know  their  lists  won’t  intimidate  us  into  inaction.  Their  lists  will  not 
keep  us  from  organizing,  and  from  demonstrating  —  be  it  this  year’s  lesbian  and  gay  pride 
marches  or  marches  protesting  U.S.  involvement  in  El  Salvador. 

While  writing  this  article  I  realized  that  I  feel  much  less  safe  than  I  did  ten  years  ago. 
The  times  are  harder  and  the  movement  has  been  feeling  weaker.  It  is  easy  to  feel  isolated 
and  therefore  more  vulnerable,  not  just  to  street  violence  but  the  violence,  jailing,  and  re¬ 
pression  of  the  state.  When  I  went  to  the  local  demonstration  a  few  months  ago  against  U.S. 
intervention  in  El  Salvador,  that  isolation  began  to  fall  away  and  my  spirits  improved  im¬ 
measurably.  There  were  five  thousand  people  at  that  demonstration.  On  May  3rd,  100,000 
people  marched  in  Washington,  D.C.  against  U.S.  involvement  in  El  Salvador. 

Safety  will  very  definitely  not  come  by  ignoring  what  is  going  on  around  us  failing  to 
speak  up.  We  will  only  feel  safe  when  we  don’t  feel  isolated,  when  our  ideas  and  actions  are 
supported  and  duplicated  throughout  the  country,  by  large  numbers  of  people. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
'respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


way  or  it  can  have  a  brotherly /sisterly  quality,  an 
equality  that  is  unique  and  beautiful.  We  can 
explore  fantasies  of  domination  and  submission 
in  an  atmosphere  of  trust.  Or  we  can  be 
unfortunate  enough  to  have  a  quarter  of  our 
tongue  bitten  off,  as  did  a  former  lover  of  mine 
(without  his  consent)  during  an  S&M  session  in 
San  Francisco.  (Listen  to  the  Lou  Reed  cut  of 
“Kids”  for  another  example). 

1  would  like  —  on  one  level  —  to  be  able  to  take 
refuge  in  something,  a  new  Mommy  and  Daddy, 
socialism,  radical  gay  politics,  running, 
Eckankar,  anything.  A  place  where  there’s  good 
guys/girls  and  bad  guys/girls.  But  it  seems  that 


finally  any  dogma  is  empty  talk,  and  the  real  stuff 
happens  when  we  begin  encountering  situations 
head-on.  Then  things  never  quite  seem  to  fit  the 
neat  little  systems  we’ve  devised  to  deal  with  the 
chaos  of  life.  Maybe  we  should  desacralize  our 
sacred  systems  and  just  consider  them  rough 
maps  to  get  where  we  want  to  go. 

Did  I  hear  some  Maoist  say,  “Combat 
liberalism”? 

Here’s  to  humor 
Dragan  Filipovic 
Portland,  OR 


THIS  BRIDGE  C 


A  book  about  difference  .  .  . 


By  Jil  Clark 

This  Bridge  Called  My  Back ,  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  fiction  and  non-fiction  by  radical 
women  of  color,  is  essentially  about  dif¬ 
ference:  about  how  oppression  —  ac¬ 
cording  to  race,  culture,  class,  gender, 
sexual  preference  —  is  related  to  fear  of 
difference;  about  how  these  systems  of 
oppression  have  contorted  the  lives  of 
third  world  women  in  different  ways, 
depending  on  their  culture  and  color; 
about  how  third  world  feminists  from 
disparate  backgrounds  perpetuate  their 
isolation  from  each  other  by  averting 
their  eyes  from  the  differences  in  each 
other’s  realities. 

The  anthology  was  created  for  third  world 
women.  Its  editors,  Gloria  Anzaldua  and  Cher- 
rie  Moraga,  intend  to  organize  readings  from  it 
in  women’s  communities  around  the  country. 
“For  many  third  world  women,”  says  Cherrie, 
“this  will  be  the  first  time  they’ve  gotten  to¬ 
gether  in  the  name  of  third  world  feminism 
.  .  .  and  to  organize  [across  racial  and  cultural 
lines].  .  .  .  And  when  we  leave,  they’ll  have 
the  book  to  use  as  a  tool.” 

Cherrie  recently  moved  to  Boston  from  the  Bay 
Area,  where  she  taught  women’s  studies  at  San 
Francisco  State  University.  Gloria,  a  Tejana  Chicana 
poet  and  teacher  who  is  working  on  her  first  novel, 
came  to  Boston  to  help  organize  and  participate  in 
a  third  world  feminist  cultural  event  which  revolved 
around  readings  from  This  Bridge  Called  My  Back. 
The  following  are  excerpts  from  their  interview  with 
GCN  after  the  reading. 

JC:  How  did  you  find  the  writers  whose  work  appears  in 
This  Bridge  Called  My  Back? 

CM:  We  sent  soliciting  letters  out  to  hundreds  of  people 
and  organizations  and  periodicals  in  September,  1979, 
and  we  only  got  three  essays  from  that.  Everything  else 
was  by  word  of  mouth  and  personal  letters. 

GA:  We  actually  got  a  few  more  than  that,  but  we  re¬ 
jected  some. 

CM:  One  which  we  rejected  was  too  superficial,  too 
short,  more  like  a  speech.  ...  A  lot  of  the  first  articles 
we  got  were  from  women  who  had  written  for  academia, 
who  had  some  confidence  as  writers  by  virtue  of  having 
had  that  experience,  but  they  tended  to  be  less  feminist 
or  political. 

GA:  They  didn’t  speak  in  their  tongue,  their  emotional, 
cultural  tongue.  They  were  imitating  how  an  article 
should  be  written  for  publication  in  an  [academic  jour¬ 
nal]  or  they  were  saying  things  that  had  already  been 
said  — 

CM:  —  and  this  book  is  about  redefining  how  third 
world  feminists  write. 

GA:  We  wanted  non-rhetorical,  highly  personal  narra¬ 
tives  that  would  speak  to  our  experience  as  third  world 
women  —  and  derive  the  theory  from  that,  rather  than 
the  other  way  around. 

So  we  had  to  develop  an  eye  for  finding  articles  from 
people  who  don’t  traditionally  consider  themselves  writ¬ 
ers.  When  Gloria  or  I  would  go  somewhere  and  hear  a 
talk  by  a  woman  of  color,  we’d  think,  “This  person  has 
something  good  to  say;  can  we  get  her  to  sit  down  and 
put  it  on  paper?”  [Our  role  as  editors]  was  more  about 
hearing  [potential]  writers  and  encouraging  them  than 
about  bona  fide  writers  coming  to  us. 

Some  of  the  entries  were  tapes.  We  transcribed  a  lot  of 
women’s  voices.  We  also  received  letters  and  journal  en¬ 
tries  [reflecting]  how  we  [third  world  women]  talk. 

GA:  We  rejected  very,  very  few  entries  —  most  of  those 
because  we  didn’t  get  the  essays  back.  We  got  essays, 
wrote  back  saying  this  needs  clarification,  this  needs  ex¬ 
pansion,  this  needs  support.  But  the  biggest  obstacle 
was  the  time  limit,  because  third  world  women  are  very, 
very  hard  working  and  very  busy. 

CM:  Third  world  women  fight  not  only  physical  things 
that  keep  us  from  writing,  but  also  the  psychological 
things  that  say,  “You’re  not  of  the  class  or  the  color  to 
write.” 

GA:  I  think  most  of  the  contributors  are  first  generation 
writers  —  we  are  the  first  in  our  family  to  either  educate 
ourselves  or  get  a  formal  education  and  put  something 
out  in  print. 

There  are  already  third  world  feminist  writers  who  are 
well  known.  We  wanted  to  get  unpublished  writers  .  .  . 
because  we  are  a  different  generation  from  them,  just 
beginning  to  speak.  Our  politics  didn’t  emerge  the  way 
theirs  did,  our  view  is  different. 

JC:  How  did  the  experience  of  creating  this  book  change 
each  of  you? 

CM:  A  lot  of  the  process  of  our  changing  politically  is 
reflected  in  the  book  itself.  .  .  . 
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Gloria  approached  me  about  doing  the  book  when  we 
were  working  in  the  Feminist  Writers  Guild  and  we  were 
the  only  two  Chicanas  in  it.  Out  of  feeling  that  they 
were  not  dealing  with  the  issue  of  racism  and  issues  that 
are  important  to  third  world  women  writers,  Gloria  had 
the  idea  of  doing  this  book. 

JC:  What  concerns  did  third  world  women  writers  have 
that  the  white  women  in  the  Guild  were  ignoring? 

CM:  How  class  and  cultural  differences  affect  your 
tongue  —  but  they  couldn’t  get  into  that  —  because 
they  were  just  reacting  to  the  white  man,  struggling 
against  the  patriarchal  standards  he’s  imposed.  They 
don’t  see  that,  although  he’s  on  top,  there  are  all  these 
layers  underneath. 

So  the  original  plan  was  to  speak  to  racism  in  the  wom¬ 
en’s  movement;  not  really  to  talk  that  much  about  third 
world  women,  but  rather  to  react  to  and  critique  the 
women’s  movement.  As  it  turns  out,  that’s  only  one  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  book.  All  the  rest  of  it  is  about  third  world 
feminism. 

GA:  [Unlike  Cherrie]  I  didn’t  originally  envision  the 
book  as  a  negative  reaction  [to  white  racism],  I  envi¬ 
sioned  it  as  erasing  the  walls  between  women  of  color,  as 
well  as  between  women  of  color  and  white  women.  I  en¬ 
visioned  it  as  stressing  the  constructive  and  how  to  build 
a  world. 

CM:  But  the  differences  between  third  world  women 
were  not  things  that  we  had  a  sense  of  at  that  time. 
Those  differences  we  discovered  in  the  process  [of  mak¬ 
ing  the  book]. 

The  book  forced  me  to  really  come  to  terms  with  my 
own  feeling  about  my.  cultural  identity  and  to  begin  to 
look  at  how  my  own  culture  has  affected  who  I  am  —  as 
a  woman  and  as  a  lesbian.  By  virtue  of  the  fact  that  I 
can  easily  pass  for  white,  I  hadn’t  had  to  deal  with  my 
being  a  Chicana.  In  fact,  there’s  a  whole  period  of  my 
life  when  I  tried  to  forget  it.  Gloria  encouraged  me  to 
throw  myself  into  this  book  as  a  way  to  begin  dealing  — 
and  that’s  exactly  what  I  did. 

What  I  found  —  and  this  shocked  me  —  was  that,  the 
more  involved  I  got  in  the  book  and  identifying  myself 
as  a  third  world  woman,  the  more  white  women  began 
to  react  to  me  in  racist  terms.  I  became  a  CHICANA  in 
capital  letters.  ...  I  actually  experienced  people  chang¬ 
ing  in  the  way  they  treated  me  —  when  their  guilt  had 
been  triggered,  for  example.  But  their  guilt  is,  to  me,  a 
small  thing  compared  to  what  it  means  to  me  to  refuse 
to  be  invisible  any  more. 

How  do  you  talk  about  cultural  difference  that  isn’t  vis¬ 
ible?  People  don’t  necessarily  believe  you  —  and  within 
the  women’s  movement  there’s  so  much  bull  shit  about 
people  being  "correct.”  This  book  could  not  be  less 
about  being  “correct.”  It’s  talking  about  the  complexities 
of  third  world  women’s  lives  and  trying  to  construct  a 
politic  out  of  those  complexities  —  but  nobody  likes 
that.  It’s  easier  to  talk  in  political  lines:  "third  world 
women  feel  this,”  and  “working  class  women  feel  this.” 
GA:  What  changed  me  in  working  on  the  book  was 
having  to  confront  my  past,  everything  that  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  from  the  time  I  was  growing  up  in  south 
Texas,  which  is  very  racist.  I’d  been  putting  it  off,  scared 
of  dealing  with  that  pain. 

JC:  Did  you  also  feel  empowered  by  confronting  the 
racism  that  has  oppressed  you  and  your  family  and  your 
people? 

GA:  Yes,  but  also  I  had  to  confront  the  ways  I  had  giv¬ 
en  in,  the  way  the  third  world  cultures  adopt  the  ideolo¬ 
gies  of  the  dominant  cultures  because  we  are  bottom 
dog.  That’s  not  very  pleasant.  Other  women  writing  for 
the  book  were  also  doing  that,  so  at  least  I  wasn’t  alone. 

The  second  thing  that  the  book  has  changed  in  me  is 
that  I  can  now  write  essays.  I’d  only  written  fiction  and 
poetry  before.  I’d  always  thought  I  wasn’t  good  at  expos¬ 
itory  writing  because  it  is  formulaic  —  what  college  pro¬ 
fessors  tell  you  to  write.  I  had  always  rebelled  against 
that  and  kept  my  own  voice.  My  professors  in  grad 
school  got  after  me  for  that. 

But,  in  my  culture,  our  way  of  thinking  is  associative 
rather  than  logical  or  linear.  So  when  we  make  deduc¬ 
tions,  it  is  in  a  roundabout  way.  There  is  a  wholeness 
that  is  taken  into  account  rather  than  writing  paragraph 
#1,  paragraph  #2,  paragraph  #3,  and  conclusion. 

So,  with  Cherrie’s  encouragement,  I  went  ahead  and 
did  it  my  way:  presenting  images  from  my  life,  like 
scenes  out  of  a  movie,  writing  like  I  talk. 

JC:  In  looking  at  your  oppression,  what  did  you  learn? 
CM:  What  I  discovered  —  not  just  about  myself,  but 
about  any  group  that’s  oppressed  —  that  the  weight  of 
the  oppression  causes  us  to  lose  our  self-respect  and  not 
protest  loud  enough,  not  fight  back  strongly  because  we 
don’t  understand  what’s  going  on.  It’s  like  a  woman  say¬ 
ing  “I’m  not  oppressed,”  not  being  aware  of  where  [her 
debilitation]  is  coming  from. 

GA:  Chicanos  are  lazy  and  dirty  and  dumb.  Those  three 
messages  were  pounded  into  me.  Even  though,  as  a  reb¬ 
el  early  in  my  life,  I  fought  that,  my  family  still  believes 
that.  If  you  go  to  south  Texas,  there’s  people  that  have 
internalized  that  so  deeply  they  will  never  unlearn  it. 
Every  time  I  go  home,  my  uncle  Pete  still  works  12 
hours  on  the  tractor  under  the  hot  sun  and  he  still 
thinks  that’s  all  he’s  good  for. 

It’s  been  up  to  a  few  of  us  who’ve  been  awakened  to 
say  to  the  others,  “Hey,  look,  they’re  doing  this  to  us.” 
I’m  proud  of  those  leaders,  whereas  before  I  was  scared 


that  we  hadn’t  done  enough. 

JC:  When  you  go  home,  does  your  mother  listen  to  you, 
or  does  she  still  believe  the  racist  lies  that  were  taught  tc 
her? 

GA:  Part  of  her  does,  part  of  her  doesn’t.  She  says 
proudly,  “Hey,  I’m  a  Mexican.  I  don’t  buy  that.”  But 
the  other  part  of  her  is  still  aspiring  to  middle  classness; 
she  didn’t  want  me  to  be  dark  because  I  wouldn’t  “make 
it.”  And  she  gets  after  me,  “Despite  all  your  years  of 
schooling  you  still  have  an  accent;  you’ll  never  make  it.” 
But  in  other  ways,  as  I  said,  she  is  a  very  strong  woman, 
very  Mexican.  She  knows  the  difference  between  her  and 
whites. 

JC:  I  asked  you  a  question  about  your  mother’s  subscrib¬ 
ing  to  racist  lies,  and  you  answered  by  talking  about  her 
wanting  to  “make  it”  into  the  middle  class.  What  do 
you  see  as  the  connection  between  the  two? 

GA:  According  to  Anglo  ideology,  you  have  to  get 
ahead  by  making  money.  My  culture  has  in  the  past 
seen  progress  in  spiritual  terms:  you  deal  with  the  les¬ 
sons  that  come  to  you  and  you  grow  from  that. 

But  my  brother,  he  works  like  a  horse.  Eighteen  hours 
a  day,  two  or  three  jobs.  He  says,  “My  kids  aren’t  going 
to  suffer.  .  .  .  Those  other  Mexicans,  those  other  Chi-  j 
canos,  they  aren’t  going  to  get  ahead  because  they’re  la¬ 
zy,  they  don’t  work  as  hard.  If  you  work  hard,  you  get 
ahead.”  He  believes  that. 

.  .  .1  get  mad  when  I  think  of  these  things.  I  don’t  like 
to  get  mad  because  I  get  off  neutral.  .  .  .  The  book  has 
been  very  healthy  for  us  .  .  .  [as  a  way  to]  unblock  our 
anger. 

JC:  You’ve  mentioned  that  third  world  feminists  are  de¬ 
veloping  an  “expanded  definition”  of  feminism.  Would 
you  describe  it? 

GA:  It’s  not  separatism.  By  the  very  fact  that  we  are 
close  to  our  culture,  which  includes  men,  we  Chicanas  l 
cannot  afford  a  separatist  version  of  feminism.  With  As¬ 
ian  women,  for  example,  it’s  the  same  thing:  family  is 
very  important  —  if  not  blood  relatives,  the  collective  1 
family. 

CM:  My  expanded  definition  of  feminism  is  one  that  is 
really  serious  about  freeing  people.  The  kind  of  femin-. 
ism  thajLwe  perceive  as  existing  to  date  is  about  freeing 
only  selected  aspects  of  people. 

The  statement  by  the  Combahee  River  Collective  [a 
group  of  Black  feminists  formed  in  Boston  in  1974]  is  in 
the  book.  It  says  that  if  Black  women  were  to  be  free,  $ 
everybody  would  be  free.  If  you  say  that  you’re  building 
a  politic  that  circles  around  all  women,  then  you  must 
mean  all  women.  So  you  can’t  talk  about  maintaining 
any  part  of  the  system  as  it  exists  today. 

There  are  definitely  some  white  women  —  white  mid¬ 
dle  class  feminists  —  who  have  spoken  those  politics  and 
some  that  are  also  very  active  in  pursuing  them.  But  the 
deal  is  that,  since  it  [race]  is  in  our  bodies,  we  know  we 
are  not  going  to  give  up  on  being  anti-racist.  We  can’t 
afford  to.  We  are  not  going  to  stop  fighting  the  capital¬ 
ist  system.  We  can’t  afford  to  for  our  own  families’ 


sakes.  We’re  not  going  to  give  up  on  ttgnting  nomopno- 
bia.  We  can’t  afford  to.  A  third  world  feminist  politic  is 
about  liberating  in  all  these  systems  of  oppression.  We, 
too,  have  a  right  to,  as  Naomi  Little  Bear  was  saying, 
food  on  the  table,  a  handful  of  friends  and  some  peace 
of  mind.  If  you  don’t  have  peace  of  mind,  it’s  not  worth 


it. 


JC:  Are  you  angry  that  some  white  lesbians  have  written 
novels  about  separatist  utopias  —  like  The  Wander- 
GROUND  by  Sally  Gearhart? 

CM:  Sally  and  I  have  been  friends  for  years  so  we’ve  had 
long  discussions  about  this.  Just  as  we  [third  world  wom¬ 
en]  arc  affected  by  our  background  so  that  we’re  not  go¬ 
ing  to  give  up  on  being  anti-classist  and  anti-racist,  so  a 
Christian  middle  class  woman  is  going  to  be  affected  by 
her  background.  The  fault  of  the  book  isn’t  that  she’s 
writing  from  her  perspective,  but  that  she  says  “we”  to 
mean  all  women.  If  she’d  said  “I,”  or  “us  girls  over 
here,”  it  would  have  been  a  more  honest  portrait  of  her 
dream.  Her  insisting  that  it  includes  all  our  realities  is 
the  lie  in  the  book. 

GA:  One  of  the  things  the  book  has  brought  out  is  that 
we  cannot  swallow  whole  the  philosophy  of  our  leaders. 
Even  with  third  world  women  leaders,  we  cannot  do 
that.  We  each  have  to  be  our  own  leaders. 

JC:  Is  dealing  with  difference  and  using  it  constructively 
an  important  aspect  of  the  third  world  feminist  politic 
you’re  developing? 

CM:  Both  Audre  [Lorde]  and  Barbara  [Smith]  have  spo¬ 
ken  to  this  and  it  is  certainly  an  issue  in  the  book.  The 
issue  of  difference  began  being  addressed  in  a  dialogue 
between  white  and  black  women  .  .  .  when  Audre  gave 
a  talk  to  an  audience  of  predominantly  white  women. 
Then  Barbara  spoke  about  differences  between  third 
world  women  at  the  Black  Lesbian  Conference  in  New 
York  [see  GCN ,  Vol.  8,  No.  27]. 

Between  us  —  between  Afro  American  women,  Lati- 
nas,  Chicanas,  Native  American  women,  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  women,  Asian  Pacific  women  —  there  are  differ¬ 
ences  of  class,  color,  geography,  [and  differences  related 
to]  whether  we  grew  up  in  this  country  or  immigrated 
into  the  United  States,  as  a  number  of  Latinas  have  and 
a  number  of  Cubanas  did  after  the  revolution. 

From  doing  the  book,  I  began  to  notice  differences  in 
the  ways  we  are  oppressed.  Because  Afro  American  peo¬ 
ple  are  perceived  in  this  country  as  being  the  extreme 
end  of  otherness  no  matter  how  many  centuries  a  Black 
family  has  been  here,  there’s  nothing  worse  than  being  a 
Black  person  here. 

In  contrast,  the  kind  of  racism  that’s  visited  upon  a  sec¬ 
ond  generation  Asian  American  woman’s  life  is  more 
about  assimilation:  “Be  good.  You’re  the  good  Ameri¬ 
cans.  You’re  the  ones  who  don’t  rebel,  the  cooperators. 
You’re  the  ones  we’ll  let  become  pharmacists  and  mid¬ 
dle  class  professionals.” 

An  Asian  American  woman's  experience  of  racism  is 
different  from  [that  of]  Afro  American  women,  but  they 
complement  each  other,  they’re  basically  the  same  strug¬ 


gle.  Just  because  the  great  white  father  oppressor  told 
one  people,  “You’re  the  good  third  world  people,”  and 
another,  “You’re  the  bad  third  world  people,”  he’s  still 
the  same  great  white  father  oppressor. 

JC:  So,  as  third  world  feminists  become  more  aware  of 
differences,  it’s  important  that  they  also  see  this  com¬ 
monality 

CM:  Right.  Intellectually,  we  all  know  that.  But,  emo¬ 
tionally,  there’s  a  great  deal  of  silence  about  the  ways  we 
are  different  — and  to  develop  a  politic  that  sees  the 
oppression  of  one  group  of  people  as  primary  is  very 
dangerous.  How  are  you  going  to  compare  the  struggles 
of  Asian  American  and  Afro  American  people?  You 
can’t.  It’s  not  about  comparison.  It’s  about  describing 
the  specific  factors  of  our  experience  and  then  trying  to 
create  a  strategy  for  change  that  involves  all  those  spe¬ 
cificities. 

It’s  scary.  If  you  don’t  have  nothin’,  it’s  very  scary  to 
admit  that  another  group  has  suffered,  too.  If  you  are 
Chicana  and  your  experience  is  that  the  struggles  of  my 
people  are  the  most,  then  (to  acknowledge  the  validity) 
of  the  struggles  of  Asian  American  people  — the  people 
that  you  thought  “got  over”  — is  very  threatening  when 
you  feel  like  you  have  very  little. 

I’m  less  interested  in  talking  about  difference  between 
white  women  and  women  of  color,  and  more  interested 
in  talking  about  difference  among  us  [third  world 
women]  because  I  feel  like  we  really  need  each 
other  — and  that’s  a  high  motivation  for  really  dealing 
with  our  differences. 

But,  as  I  listened  to  women  reading  from  their  work  in 
the  book  the  other  night,  I  thought  to  myself,  “There 
are  a  lot  of  white  working  class  women  who  are  going  to 
be  able  to  get  into  this  stuff,”  because  a  lot  of  the 
women  [reading]  were  talking  about  poverty,  what  it 
means  not  to  have.  Working  class  struggles  haven’t  been 
addressed  in  the  feminist  movement  nearly  enough. 

I’m  more  interested  in  us  [third  world  women]  focusing 
on  each  other  more  and  more  because,  frankly,  reading 
the  work  of  women  in  this  book  and  hearing  third  world 
women  speak  in  other  places  is  most  challenging  to  me 
in  terms  of  developing  a  politics  that  is  realistic ,  that 
means  something  in  the  lives  of  human  beings,  that’s 
not  about  correctness. 

JC:  How  do  you  think  that  facing  differences  between 
you  and  other  third  world  women  has  shrunk  the  dis¬ 
tances  between  all  of  you?  That  seems  paradoxical  at 
first. . . 

CM:  I’m  less  afraid  [after  I’ve  faced  differences],  I  can’t 
say  that  talking  about  specific  differences  creates  less  dif¬ 
ference— in  fact,  it  sometimes  illuminates  more  you 
hadn’t  thought  about  before.  But  when  you  get  used  to 
saying,  “Oh,  there’s  a  difference  here.  I  was  riding  for 
the  last  five  years  on  this  politic  that  I  thought  covered 
everything  and  now  I  see  I’m  ignorant,  so  I  want  to 
change,”  then  a  kind  of  fluidity  can  develop  where 
you’re  not  so  terrified  to  approach  difference  in  the  first 
place.  That’s  the  most  critical  thing.  In  doing  political 
work,  I’ve  observed  groups  of  women  become  trauma¬ 
tized  at  the  very  mention  of  difference:  “Don’t  you 
dare  mention  that  something  proves  me  ignorant 
because  then  I’ll  have  to  change.”  I’m  interested  in  a 


kind  of  politics  in  which  people  aren’t  afraid  to  change, 
which  means  an  ongoing  confrontiveness. 

It  also  means  that  each  of  us  must  be  very  personally 
responsible.  Yes,  we’ve  been  oppressed  — by  homo¬ 
phobia,  by  racism,  on  and  on  — we  can  list  the  ways 
we’ve  been  victims.  But  the  most  critical  thing  that  third 
world  women  must  do  goes  beyond  acknowledging  out 
victimization  and  calling  our  enemy  by  his  or  her  name. 
We  must  take  personal  responsibility  to  change  our 
lives,  to  admit  the  ways  in  which  the  oppressor's  ideo¬ 
logy  did  get  under  our  skin  and  so  we  keep  our  own 
selves  down. 

.  .  .The  barriers  against  our  believing  we  have  a  right  to 
personal  freedom,  really  believing  it  — those  are  the 
hardest  to  break  through.  Audre  Lorde,  more  than  any 
other  third  world  feminist  writer,  has  really  pushed  us 
on  this:  you  have  the  right  to  personal  freedom,  but  if 
you  decide  to  pursue  it,  you’ve  got  to  admit  your  fail¬ 
ings,  admit  the  times  you  pointed  your  finger  at  some¬ 
body  because  you  didn’t  want  to  deal  with  your  own 
shit. 

JC:  It  seems  to  me  that  there  would  be  no  shame 
involved  in  facing  those  things,  since  they  are  all 
understandable  reactions  to  oppression  — 

CM:  Understandable,  yes.  And  that’s  the  joy  of  having 
some  kind  of  political  language:  it  gives  you  a  name  for 
certain  kinds  of  pain  [where  before  there  was  only 
silence].  But  there’s  a  delicate  balance  between  naming 
the  ways  in  which  we’ve  been  kept  down  and  clinging  to 
it  so  that  you  don’t  have  to  use  your  power  now  to  pull 
yourself  up.  That’s  our  next  big  issue:  really  believing 
we  have  the  power  to  change  our  lives. 

JC:  Getting  back  to  the  subject  of  difference,  can  you 
think  of  a  situation  in  which  you’ve  seen  third  world 
women  use  difference  to  their  advantage? 

CM:  Afro  American  women,  because  of  a  tradition  in 
their  culture  of  valuing  education,  have  written  more 
feminist  material  than,  for  example,  Chicanas.  Afro 
American  women  among  third  world  women  have  been 
kind  of  a  vanguard  in  doing  third  world  feminist  pol¬ 
itics.  So,  in  third  world  feminist  organizing.  Black 
women  are  often  the  real  leaders.  When  third  world 
people  came  together  at  the  third  world  lesbian  and  gay 
conference  [in  Washington,  D.C.,  see  GCN,  Vol.  7, 

No.  14],  Black  gays— and  some  Latinos  — had  a  lot  of 
power,  whereas  Asian  Americans  and  Native  Americans 
had  very  little. 

Now  there’s  a  lot  of  Afro  American  women  getting  hip 
to  the  fact  that  they  haven’t  thought  about  the  concerns 
of  Latinas,  for  example.  An  Afro  American  woman  [in 
listening  to  a  Latina]  will  be  transformed  politically.  She 
will  develop  a  sense  of  cultural  difference  that  isn’t  just 
about  white  people  and  Black  people;  her  sense  of  rac¬ 
ism  is  broadened:  “Not  only  is  Black  skin  shitted  on, 
but  any  other  kind  of  difference:  language,  custom, 
religion,  food  styles.  ...” 

I  see  a  lot  of  resistance  and  a  tremendous  amount  of 
openness  among  third  world  women  to  start  seeing  each 
other’s  reality.  I’ve  seen  third  world  women  panic  when 
we  begin  to  discover  there  are  differences  between  us: 
“We  just  got  done  dealing  with  all  those  white  women 

Continued  on  Page  8 


Aurora  Morales  Levins,  Barbara  Smith,  Kate  Rushin,  Beverly  Smith,  Nellie  Wong,  hattie  gossett,  at  the  June  5 
reading  from  Bridge. 

By  Veneita  Porter 

To  watch  a  child  grow  through  different  stages  —  from  obedience  to  rebellion,  finally  to  understanding  —  is  a 
powerful  process  to  behold.  That  is  very  much  how  I  feel  about  This  Bridge  Called  My  Bach.  For  untold  centuries. 

Third  World  Women  have  practiced  obedience  to  one  false  deity  after  another.  If  we  read  between  our  history 
book  lines  we’ll  find  the  struggles,  the  insurrections  and,  of  course,  the  domestic  squabbles.  More  frequently,  our 
feminist  blood  has  stirred  within  us  and  made  us  raise  our  voice:  first  in  single  scattered  tones,  then  finding  each 
other  and  growing  in  volume,  ’til  we’ve  become  choruses  of  rich  colored  voices  demanding  to  be  heard. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

Seneral  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


c-<Sc>->c'cS£»-» 


311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

3  nights/$45  (double  occupancy) 
10%  discount/5  or  more  nights 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


nwc 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 
Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 
David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661-6975 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 
partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


WHEN  YOU  CALL 
“TOWN  TAXI” 


536-5000 


536-5000 


YOUR  CAB  RESPONDS  SO  FAST! 

KEEP  YOUR  HAT  ON!! 

-WE  ALSO  HAVE- 

FAST  PACKAGE  DELIVERY  SERVICE-24  HOURS  DAILY 
“FOR  THE  BEST  IN  TOWN  -  CALL  TOWN” 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
id  reinforced 


anc 


Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*  reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


UJOMCN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HCRLTH  CCNTCR 

a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesbian  health 

Issues.  Menopause. 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shoujs— fivollable  for 
Groups 

women -worker,  owned  and  controlled' 
639  Moss.  five..  Cambridge  547-2302 


Plumbing 
&  heating 


Robert 

427-2778  — & 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


distinctively  appointed  guest  rooms,  efficiencies 
and  apartments  blending  conviviality,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Enjoy  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast 
on  our  sunny 
enclosed 
porch. 

Saturday 
cocktails 

the  living  room  around  the  piano  -  sunbathe' 
on  the  nicely  landscaped  grounds  -  all  within 
one  block  of  beach,  restaurants,  nightlife. 


in 


fast  £  sy  . 

Oeataw 

J  an  inn 


24  SHORE  ROAD 
OGUNQUIT,  MAINE 
(207)  646-2181 


m 


»cAPLAlN52*'5464 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


Miriam  'Rosenberg  m.d.,  ph.D. 

Diplomate  of  the  American  Board  of  Psychiatry  and  Neurology 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 

.  .  .  experienced  in  therapy  with  lesbians  (individuals  and 
couples ),  children  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  children  with 
sexual  orientation  issues. 

617*358  7512  Weaton-Wayland  line  25  minutes  from  Boston 


Ixi 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

’  Weigh!  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

1  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

1  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

1  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


Reading 

Continued  from  Page  7 
On  Friday,  June  5,  at  the  Arling¬ 
ton  Street  Church,  the  people  were 
there  to  listen.  It  was  a  smaller 
group  than  the  one  at  the  Lesbian 
Poetry  Reading  (a  month  earlier) 
which  makes  it  clear  that  Third 
World  Women’s  events  are  still 
not  a  priority  in  any  community.  I 
wonder  why? 

As  one  entered  the  church,  music 
was  playing.  Strains  and  choruses, 
some  alien  to  our  ears  .  .  .  Native 
American  corn  grinding  songs 
Japanese  .  .  .  Chinese  .  .  .  Asian 
American  .  .  .  dissonant  to  our 
rigid  western  ways.  Melanie  Ber- 
zon  (of  WMBR’s  Musically  Speak¬ 
ing,  Sunday  1-3)  spoke  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  she  had  in  even  locating 
non-white,  non-English,  women’s 
music  and,  once  found,  discovered 
that  the  production  quality  was  of¬ 
ten  too  poor  to  make  it  usable. 
Berzon  confronted  her  own  racism 
regarding  music  and  found  herself 
having  to  recondition  her  listening 
and  selection  techniques.  The  mu¬ 
sic  that  was  actually  used  within 
the  body  of  the  show  is  mostlyEng- 
lish  simply  because  it  was  chosen 
for  its  lyrical  content.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  divided  into  four  acts. 
Act  One.  Children  Passing  in  the 
Streets:  The  Roots  of  Our  Radical¬ 
ism 

This  section  dealt  with  the  proc¬ 
esses  of  survival  —  our  introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  “color  problem,”  the 
self-denial,  the  contradictions  of 
homelife.  Nellie  Wong’s  poem 
“When  I  Was  Growing  Up”  best 
illustrates  the  feeling: 

When  I  was  growing  up,  people 
would  ask 

if  I  were  Filipino,  Polynesian,  Por¬ 
tuguese. 

They  named  all  colors  except  white, 
the  shell 

of  my  soul,  but  not  my  dark,  rough 
skin. 

When  1  was  growing  up,  I  felt 
dirty.  I  thought  that  god 
made  white  people  clean. 

Barbara  Cameron  in  “Gee,  You 
Don’t  Seem  Like  An  Indian  from 
the  Reservation,”  talks  about 
learning  to  deal  with  death  and  vi¬ 
olence  at  a  very  early  age,  living  in 
the  victimized  Indian  culture. 
Cameron  shows  her  recognition 
process  in  both  a  positive  and  a 
negative  situation.  She  talks  about 
the  side-effects  of  radical  violence. 
“I  sometimes  panic  when  I’m  the 
only  non-white  in  a  roomful  of 
whites,  even  if  they  are  my  closest 
friends.”  I  remember  as  a  child  in 
kindergarten  looking  around  me 
the  first  day  of  school  and  noticing 
no  other  dark  faces,  no  yellow,  no 
red,  just  waves  of  white,  blond, 
and  blue,  and  starting  to  cry  and 
scream  because  I  felt  SCARED. 
At  five  I  didn’t  know  —  but  we 
learn  soon  enough. 

Kate  Rushin  recited  mary  hope 
lee’s  “on  not  bein.” 
she  never  wanted 
no  never  once 
did  she  wanna 
be  white/pass 

dreamed  only  of  bein  darker 
If  only  more  of  us  could  feel  that 
way;  filled  with  that  glowing,  sen¬ 
suous,  sassy  brown  pride. 

Act  Two.  Between  the  Lines:  On 
Culture,  Class,  and  Homophobia 
“For  it  is  between  these  seeming¬ 
ly  irreconcilable  lines  that  the  truth 
of  our  connections  lie.” 

In  “The  Other  Heritage,”  Rosa 
Morales  speaks  about  the  dichoto¬ 
my  of  feeling  safe  with  the  very 
thing  you  are  taught  to  stay  away 
from!  Namely,  black  folks  (wom¬ 
en). 

but  I  know  I  know  why  I  forgot 
I’m  not  supposed  to  remem¬ 
ber  what  I  do  remember  is  to  walk 
in  straight  and  white  into  the  store 
and  say  good  morning  in  my  see  how 
white  upper  class  how  refined  and 
kind  voice  all  crisp  with  consonants 
bristling  with  syllables  protective 
coloring  in  racist  fields  looks  white 
and  crisp  like  cabbage 
Protective  coloration,  whether 
it’s  our  skins,  our  language,  or  our 
clothes,  serves  to  mute  us  in  a  world 
that  already  turns  unlistening  ears 
in  our  direction.  “Invisibility  is  an 


Paper  Categories,  Vivid  Portraits 


MAN  TO  MAN: 

Gay  Couples  in  America 

Dr.  Charles  Silverstein 
William  Morrow  and  Co. ,  Inc. 
$12.95 


Reviewed  by  Ankha  Shamin 


Charles  Silverstein’s  new  book  Man  to  Man:  Gay 
Couples  in  America  offers  some  rare  glimpses  at 
gay  coupling.  He  suggests  theories  on  many  con¬ 
troversial  issues— man /boy  love,  differences  in  male 
and  female  sexuality,  intimacy,  father/son  relation¬ 
ships,  and  being  gay  in  rural  America,  among  others  — 
and  at  the  same  time  reveals  very  intimate  details  of 
people’s  lives  with  an  affection  and  respect  that  avoids 
the  sensational  or  voyeuristic.  In  interviewing  190  men 
for  the  book  he  deliberately  chose  a  subjective,  open- 
ended  style  to  take  advantage  of  things  he  learned 
along  the  way  and  to  offer  the  interviewees  a  chance  to 
impart  information  they  felt  was  important  and  would 
otherwise  be  missed.  The  result  is  an  exciting  portrait  of 
male-male  intimacy  and  love,  illustrating  vividly  the 
joys  and  difficulties  of  being  together  instead  of 
dutifully  reciting  a  laundry  list  of  the  mechanics  of 
coupling. 

Silverstein  is  most  eloquent  when  he  says  the  least;  in 
many  chapters  he  quotes  extensively  from  the  inter¬ 
views,  allowing  them  to  speak  for  themselves.  These  are 
by  far  the  most  interesting  aspect  of  the  book,  and  I  for 
one  was  hungry  for  more.  The  book  is  divided  into  two 
sections:  in  the  first  Silverstein  offers  theories  on  de¬ 
velopment  of  love  choices  for  gay  men;  in  the  second  he 
examines  more  specific  situations,  such  as  growing  up 
gay  in  the  country  and  coping  with  the  death  of  a  lover, 
with  more  extensive  quotes  from  the  men  he  inter¬ 
viewed.  The  chapter  on  death  and  dying,  and  one  on 
Josh  and  Andy,  a  couple  who  had  been  together  for  51 
years  at  the  time  of  their  interview,  were  highlights  of 
this  second  section,  and  the  book.  In  the  “theoretical” 
section  Silverstein  examines  father/son  relationships, 
early  peer  relationships,  and  then  some  of  the  major  is¬ 
sues  for  gay  couples,  such  as  intimacy,  monogamy,  jeal¬ 
ousy,  envy,  and  others.  He  offers  a  series  of  prototypes 
which  he  feels  relations  between  men  fall  into,  but  this 
gets  tiresome  after  awhile.  According  to  Silverstein 
there  are  two  ways  gay  men  relate  to  our  fathers,  four 
ways  we  relate  to  our  peers,  and  two  ways  we  relate  to 
lovers.  He  fails  to  make  much  of  an  attempt  to  correlate 
them,  or  suggest  how  one  might  move  logically  from 
one  to  another. 

The  concepts  of  excitement  seeker  and  home  builder 
as  ways  to  relate  to  lovers  are  the  most  useful  of  those  he 
suggests,  primarily  because  he  uses  more  illustrations 
from  the  interviews.  Excitement  seekers  place  a  high 
value  on  sexual  comparability  and  variety  in  their  rela¬ 
tionships,  and  tend  to  be  threatened  by  intimacy;  home 
builders  place  a  high  value  on  stability  and  intimacy 
and  are  less  apt  to  have  strong  ties  to  existing  gay 
culture,  preferring  the  company  of  their  lovers  to  larger 
gay  social  settings.  Unlike  many  of  the  other  concepts 
he  discusses,  Silverstein  gives  examples  from  the  inter¬ 
views,  especially  how  the  same  individual  can  demon¬ 
strate  aspects  of  both  the  excitement  seeker  and  the 
home  builder,  either  simultaneously  or  changing  over  a 
period  of  time.  Failure  to  do  so  with  his  other  concepts 
tends  to  make  them  dry  and  academic. 

The  author’s  opinions  on  differences  between  male 
and  female  sexuality  and  the  resulting  tensions  (accor¬ 
ding  to  Silverstein)  between  gay  men  and  the  women’s 
movement  have  perhaps  the  most  far  reaching  impli¬ 
cations. 


The  women’s  movement  sometimes  casts  itself  as  a  Vic¬ 
torian  matron  grimacing  at  the  sexual  ferocity  of  the  male 
gay  world.  The  antisexual  turn  of  some  forces  in  the 
women’s  movement  appears  to  me  as  an  inability  to  sepa¬ 
rate  sexual  expression  in  gay  men  from  that  of  straight 
men.  Frequent,  quick,  and  impersonal  sex  has  always 
been  seen  by  women  as  ignorance  of  women’s  sexual 
needs  and  as  a  way  to  subjugate  women.  .  .  .  Some 
women,  including  some  leading  lesbian  feminists,  con¬ 
demn  gay  male  sexuality  because  of  its  “objectification” 
and  its  insistence  on  the  distinction  between  sex  and 
love.  These  feminists  maintain  that  sex  and  love  must  al¬ 
ways  be  integrated.  I  would  view  such  a  position  as  anti¬ 
sexual  and  in  this  sense  similar  to  the  antisexualism  of 
cult  masculinity.  While  cult  masculinity  adherents 
replace  sexual  feelings  and  responses  with  the  fetish  and 
the  symbol,  matronly  feminists  replace  it  with  love  and 
intimacy.  Such  women  would  deny  us  physical  pleasure 
without  commitment,  (page  335) 

The  cult  masculinity  he  refers  to  is  in  part  reflected  in 
the  current  popularity  of  hypermasculine  leather  bars 
and  “Castro  clones”  in  the  urban  gay  ghettoes,  and  he 
discusses  his  concern  that  this  lifestyle  is  a  way  to  avoid 
real  human  contact  and  intimacy.  Silverstein  suggests 
that  there  is  a  biological  need  for  excitement,  as  well  as 
physical  genital  satisfaction,  and  that  men  tend  to  em¬ 
phasize  excitement  over  genitality,  while  women  do  the 
opposite.  This  need  for  excitement  leads  men  to  seek 
out  variety,  danger,  and  impersonality  in  sex,  easily 
separating  sex  from  the  commitment  of  love.  He 
further  suggests  that  there  is  a  continuum,  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  excitement  seekers  and  the  home  builders 
in  his  survey,  perhaps  with  a  similar  continuum  for 
women,  their  center  being  somewhat  closer  to  the  home 
builder  end  than  men. 

I  think  this  biological  argument  is  a  potentially  dan¬ 
gerous  one.  Silverstein  suggests  that  not  only  the  origin 
of  homosexuality  but  the  type  of  sex  we  prefer  is  a  com¬ 
plex  interaction  of  biological  urges,  personal  experi¬ 
ences  and  other  learning.  Thus  when  a  man  seeks  out 
impersonal  sex  with  a  variety  of  partners  and  prefers  it 
to  sex  in  the  intimacy  of  a  loving  relationship,  he  is 
reacting  to  a  biological  need  for  excitement,  as  well  as 
learnea  behavior  and  social  conditioning.  Because  the 
theory  has  so  many  complex  variables  and  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  doing  controlled  tests  on  human  subjects  is 
slight,  this  type  of  theory  is  particularly  resistant  to 
being  proven  or  disproven.  It  can  thus  be  easily  used  as 
a  smoke  screen  to  avoid  examining  behaviors  that  are 
oppressive  and  self-destructive.  It  could  easily  be 
expanded  as  an  excuse  for  sex  role  stereotyping. 

The  reality  is  that  men  are  socialized  to  avoid  inti¬ 
macy  and  women  are  socialized  to  seek  it  out.  I  don’t 
think  it’s  much  of  an  exaggeration  to  compare  this  the¬ 
ory  to  similar  theories  advanced  by  Nazi  scientists  and 
others  more  recently  about  the  biological  inferiority  of 
blacks  and  Jews.  A  theory  that  combines  a  biological 
trigger  with  learning  and  other  environmental  cues  is 
too  slick  and  clever;  it  explains  away  cross-cultural  dif¬ 


ferences  yet  avoids  focusing  on  socialization  and  lear¬ 
ning  that  robs  us  as  men  of  many  opportunities  for  in¬ 
timacy.  What’s  worse,  it  gives  further  credence  to  this 
socialization,  putting  it  in  a  false  perspective  as  part  of 
the  natural  scheme  of  things. 

What  I  value  most  from  the  women’s  movement  is  its 
rejection  of  the  cultural  conditioning  handed  to  women 
and  the  commitment  to  build  a  culture  that  is  more  af¬ 
firming.  After  years  of  hard  work  the  impact  is  being 
felt  in  women’s  music,  dance  and  culture.  We  as  men 
are  beginning  to  build  an  affirming  culture  of  our  own, 
but  I  think  theories  such  as  Silverstein’s,  however  unin¬ 
tended,  could  lead  us  back  into  the  closet,  avoiding  the 
hard  work  of  examining  our  behavior  because  “it’s  just 
the  way  we  are.” 

I  absolutely  agree  with  Silverstein  that  calls  from 
parts  of  the  women’s  movement  condemning  man/ boy 
love,  S&M  and  other  portions  of  the  gay  community  are 
inappropriate  and  should  be  confronted.  The  inter¬ 
views  regarding  man/boy  love  in  particular  reinforce 
that  women’s  experiences  of  incestuous  and  oppressive 
relationships  as  young  women  are  not  necessarily  appli- 

continued  on  page  6 
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CITIES  OF  THE  RED  NIGHT 

by  William  S.  Burroughs 
Holt,  Rinehart  &  Winston 
$14.73  _ _ 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel _ 

The  jacket  blurb  touts  Cities  of  the  Red  Night  as 
Burroughs’  “ magnum  opus ,  perhaps  even  more 
important  than  Naked  Lunch  ....  equally 
shocking  and  innovative.”  I  don’t  think  so.  The  capacity 
of  art  to  shock  is  like  a  narcotic:  the  user  develops  a 
tolerance  and  requires  progressively  larger  doses  as  time 
passes  to  get  the  same,  or  any,  effect.  Since  Life  has 
outdistanced  Art  by  several  lengths  since  Naked  Lunch 
appeared  in  1959,  it  is  probably  to  Burroughs’  credit 
that  Cities  of  the  Red  Night,  his  latest  novel,  is  not 
more  shocking  than  his  earlier  work.  Less  so,  I’d  say, 
and  I  don’t  think  it’s  just  because  I’m  jaded.  Naked 
Lunch  was  obsessive,  dreamlike,  surreal,  and  as  casually 
cruel  as  a  cat  mutilating  a  mouse.  The  horrors 
Burroughs  depicted  so  lovingly  seemed  only  the 
superficial  symptoms  of  a  deeper,  cosmic  malignance 
probably  too  overwhelming  to  be  faced.  Cities  of  the 
Red  Night  is  petit  Guignol,  done  with  wires  and  plaster 
casts  and  green  pea  soup.  A  sense  of  menace  builds  for 
awhile,  but  collapses  well  before  the  end  to  reveal  that 
it’s  just  a  fake,  and  a  cheap  one  at  that.  Perhaps 
Burroughs  wants  to  reassure  us,  though  I  doubt  it.  More 
likely  he  is  a  minor  writer  who  has  already  said  his  say . 
For  a  writer  who  believes  that  words  are  a  malignant 
virus,  he  is  reluctant  to  take  the  cure. 

I  said  in  a  review  of  Port  of  Saints,  his  most  recent 
prior  fiction,  that  Burroughs  writes  boys’  books:  adven¬ 
ture  sagas  of  idyllic  masturbatory  sex  and  extravagant 
but  phony  violence  in  a  universe  where  there  are  no 
mothers.  Cities  of  the  Red  Night  is  more  of  the  same. 
This  time  we  get  a  pirate  subplot,  and  high  time  too, 
set  in  the  early  1700s:  a  little  group  of  teenaged  boys 
runs'away  to  sea  from  Boston  with  an  opium  trader  who 
turns  out  to  work  for  a  Captain  Strobe.  Strobe,  who  is 
based  on  a  real  18th-century  pirate  called  Captain 
Mission,  is  a  sort  of  nautical  Robin  Hood  dedicated  to 
establishing  a  new  society  based  on  religious  and  sexual 
freedom,  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  death  penalty 
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(except  for  bad  guys),  liberal  opium  rations  and  lots  of 
cock.  Instead  of  Madagascar,  where  the  real  Captain 
Mission’s  colony  was  wiped  out  by  the  natives.  Strobe 
encamps  in  Panama,  where  he  easily  overpowers  the 
Spanish  opposition  and  begins  spreading  like  a  radioac¬ 
tive  vims  over  the  isthmus. 

There  is  also  a  subplot  involving  Clem  Snide,  Private 
Asshole  (that’s  what  it  says,  dear  reader,  no  shit).  Snide 
is  sent  on  the  trail  of  a  boy  named  Jerry  who  has  disap¬ 
peared  in  Greece  under  suspicious  circumstances.  It 
turns  out  that  he  —  Jerry,  I  mean,  though  it  hardly 
matters  —  was  decapitated  in  a  bizarre  sex-magic  ritual 
and  his  head  shipped  in  a  crate  labelled  MACHINE 
PARTS  to  Lima,  Pern.  Snide  begins  to  prepare  magical 
comic  books  about  the  Cities  of  the  Red  Night,  where 
all  manner  of  noxious  debauchery  is  practiced.  (It  is 
never  clear  to  me  whether  Burroughs  actually  considers 
this  debauchery  noxious  or  not.  Sometimes  he  seems  to 
disapprove,  even  while  he  is  cataloguing  the  practices  in 
enthusiastic  detail.)  There  is  some  kind  of  power  strug¬ 
gle  between  the  minions  of  two  powerful  and  evil 
women,  queen  bees  as  it  were,  which  erupts  into 
incredible  violence  without'  victory  for  either  side. 

There  is  still  another  subplot  involving  B-23,  a  mys¬ 
terious  disease  caused  by  a  radioactive  vims,  causing 
sexual  delirium,  spontaneous  ejaculation  of  infectious 
radioactive  semen,  and  death.  Addiction  to  opiates  pro¬ 
vides  some  resistance  to  it.  Burroughs  aficionados  will 
be  interested  to  know  that  radioactive  vimses,  erogen¬ 
ous  sores  and  rectal  mucus  are  more  prominent  in  this 
than  in  previous  volumes,  to  the  point  of  becoming 
leitmotifs  if  not  actual  characters.  I  believe  that  Bur¬ 
roughs  considers  erogenous  sores  cute:  “It  is  a  gang  of 
naked  boys  covered  with  erogenous  sores.  As  they  walk 
they  giggle  and  stroke  and  scratch  each  other.  From 
time  to  time  they  fuck  each  other  in  Hula-Hoops  to 
idiot  mambo.’’  (p.  222)  Isn’t  that  sweet?  The  Hanged 
Man,  one  of  Burroughs’  fave  sexual  talismans  from 
Naked  Lunch ,  is  also  back. 

It  is  beyond  me  how  anyone  could  qtke  this  book  seri¬ 
ously.  In  Naked  Angels  (a  1976  study  of  Burroughs, 
Allen  Ginsberg,  and  Jack  Kerouac),  John  Tytell  quoted 
Marshall  McLuhan’s  comparison  of  Burroughs  to  “a 
man  who  is  knocking  on  the  door  to  explain  that  flames 


are  leaping  from  the  roof  of  our  house,”  and  said  that 
Burroughs’  method  “is  cleansing  and  purgative,  how¬ 
ever  terrifying  its  implication.”  (p.  139)  But  it  is  hardly 
news  that  our  society  is  in  trouble.  While  Burroughs  . 
deserves  some  credit  for  having  said  so  in  the  way  he  did 
during  the  1950s,  many  other  writers  since  then  have 
colonized  the  territory  he  pioneered,  and  Burroughs 
now  comes  on  more  like  a  septuagenarian  doing  Trick 
or  Treat  at  our  door  while  flames  are  leaping  from  the 
roof  of  our  house. 

Nor  is  shocking  the  average  American  much  of  an  ac¬ 
complishment.  I  think  it  is  more  significant  that  Bur¬ 
roughs  became  widely  read  by  the  slightly  more  adven¬ 
turous,  and  among  the  straight  college  boys  with  hip 
leanings  I’ve  known.  Burroughs  is  (with  Genet  and 
Ginsberg)  the  queer  writer  most  likely  to  be  known  to 
them.  This  is,  I’m  convinced,  at  least  partly  because  he 
makes  homosexuality  sound  like  a  boarding  school  in 
which  there  are  no  vacations.  Burroughs  was  in  the  days 
of  Naked  Lunch  as  guilt-ridden  about  fucking  boys  as 
he  was  about  shooting  junk,  and  his  ambivalence  was 
expressed  full-blown  in  his  writing.  Sex,  smack,  and 
mayhem  were  fused  into  a  “cry  from  hell,”  as 
Newsweek  called  Naked  Lunch.  Homosexuality  could 
be  lumped  together  with  addiction  as  part  of  Bur¬ 
roughs’  degradation,  and  there  was  little  in  his  texts  to 
argue  otherwise. 

Burroughs  became  quite  influential,  but  how  well  he 
was  understood  is  another  matter.  At  least  two  impor¬ 
tant  rock  bands,  Steely  Dan  and  Soft  Machine,  took 
their  names  from  his  writings,  but  not  because  they 
were  prepared  to  deal  with  gay  themes;  and  Hunter  S. 
Thompson,  who  in  his  obsession  with  random  violence 
and  drug-crazed  excess  is  a  parody  of  Burroughs,  substi¬ 
tutes  football  for  sex  of  any  kind  in  his  writing.  Homo¬ 
social,  si\  homosexual,  no  —  at  least  in  print.  What 
straight  males  like  Thompson,  or  Fagen  and  Becker  of 
Steely  Dan,  or  Norman  Mailer  (who  said  that 
Burroughs  “may  conceivably  be  possessed  by  genius”) 
could  relate  to,  and  borrow  for  their  own  use,  was  Bur¬ 
roughs’  virulent  misogyny.  Thus  he  became  the  Godfa¬ 
ther  of  Gonzo. 

Cities  of  the  Red  Night  supposedly  goes  beyond 
warnings  of  apocalypse  to  offer  a  vision  of  an  alterna¬ 
tive:  Captain  Mission /Strobe’s  Utopian  communes.  “I 
cite  this  example  of  retroactive  Utopia,”  Burroughs  says 
in  a  foreword,  “since  it  actually  could  have  happened 
....  Had  Captain  Mission  lived  long  enough  to  set  an 
example  for  others  to  follow,  mankind  might  have 
stepped  free  from  the  deadly  impasse  of  insoluble  prob¬ 
lems  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves  ....  Your  right 
to  live  where  you  want,  with  companions  of  your  choos¬ 
ing,  under  laws  to  which  you  agree,  died  in  the  eight¬ 
eenth  century  with  Captain  Mission.  Only  a  miracle  or  a 
disaster  could  restore  it.”  (p.  xiv-xv)  But  Burroughs 
offers  only  a  sketchy  and  unconvincing  picture  of  his 
utopia.  For  example,  the  death  penalty  is  to  be  abol¬ 
ished  under  his  Articles,  “except  for  violation  of  the 
Articles,”  "which  takes  back  with  one  hand  what  the 
other  just  gave.  Since  in  Burroughs’  fiction  the  bad 
guys  always  wear  black  hats,  it  may  not  seem  like  a  con¬ 
tradiction  to  him,  but  in  practice  it  would  work  out  to 
no  change  at  all.  Even  in  fiction  Burroughs  is  too  fond 
of  blowing  away  the  cops  of  his  dreams  ever  to  give  it 
UP- 

There  is  also  his  treatment  of  women.  On  pages 
111-112  Burroughs  gives  voice  briefly  (and  for  the  first 
time  in  his  fiction  to  my  knowledge)  to  a  woman  char¬ 
acter  who  does  not  “relish  being  treated  as  a  breeding 
animal”  without  implying  that  she  is  a  lesbian  (an  in¬ 
sult,  from  him)  or  a  prude.  Having  paid  lip  service  to 
this  issue,  he  drops  it.  Women  through  most  of  the 
book,  as  in  his  writing  in  general,  are  either  villains  or 
breeding  animals.  Captain  Strobe’s  bold  buggering 
buccaneers  are  almost  exclusively  male.  As  a  fantasy, 
this  might  be  considered  (though  not  by  me)  cute  or 
sexy;  as  a  serious  account  of  Utopia  it  is,  to  cite  the  orig¬ 
inal  meaning  of  the  word  “utopia,”  nowhere. 
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Reference 

STD:  A  COMMOInJSENSE  GUIDE 

By  Maria  Corsaro  and  Carole  Korzemowsky 
St.  Martins  Press 
135  pp.,  $9.95 

Reviewed  by  Kevin  McGirr,  R.N. 


Sexually  transmitted  disease  (STD)  is  the  general 
term  now  used  for  the  many  possible  diseases  re¬ 
sultant  of  sexual  activity.  Particularly  for  gay  men, 
the  possibilities  are  more  than  just  syphillis  and 
gonorrhea.  While  yet,  we  are  offered  another  catalogue 
of  the  numerous  STDs  plaguing  our  sex  lives,  Corsaro 
and  Korzeniowsky  have  put  together  a  thorough  but 
concise  encylopedia  of  all  the  STDs  incurred  by  men 
and  women,  gay  and  straight.  This  very  readable  text, 
clearly  lays  out  symptoms,  how  the  disease  gets  trans¬ 
mitted,  the  necessary  tests  required  for  diagnosis  and 
the  usual  treatment  for  resolution.  Symptoms  are  cross 
referenced  in  the  begining  of  the  book,  alerting  the 
concerned  reader  to  the  various  possible  STDs  that  they 
may  be  incurring.  There  is  a  glossary  of  terms  which 
defines  all  “medicalese”  that  any  STD  client  might 
possibly  encounter.  Thorough  treatment  and  due  atten¬ 
tion  is  given  to  all  the  STDs  from  anal  warts  to  vaginitis. 

As  the  authors  frequently  urge,  it  behooves  us  to  be 
aware  of  signs,  symptoms  and  the  very  existence  of  the 
wide  variety  of  STDs  given  the  ignorance  of  many 
health  providers.  Being  armed  with  the  facts  can  only 
add  to  your  successful  resolution  of  the  problem. 
Again,  these  very  concise  explanations  for  each  STD 
allow  the  reader  with  questions  or  suspicion  of 
symptoms  to  clearly  understand  what  they  may  have, 
the  ramificatiaons  of  avoiding  treatment  and  what 
needs  to  be  done  to  eradicate  the  problem  for  you  and 
your  partner(s).  The  reader  is  encouraged  to  advocate 
for  self  and  select  those  providers  who  are  knowledgable 
or  at  least  open  and  sensitive  to  the  issues. 

This  is  an  excellent  reference  for  all  sexually  active 
persons  and  for  gay  men  in  particular  who  are  at  risk  for 
most  of  the  STDs.  As  a  primer,  it  is  a  most  helpful 
resource  for  any  health  provider. 
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Stimulating  Pleasant  Images 


Lesbian  Summ< 


Reviewed  by  Cindy  Rizzo 

Whether  your  summer  plans  include  long  hours 
of  lying  on  the  beach  at  Provincetown  or 

f 


lg  UII  HIV  LM-HV.H  MV  .  .  - - -  —*  • 

riding  the  subway  to  work  in  Brooklyn,  you’ll 
be  sure  to  want  something  suitable  to  read.  While 
others  may  revel  in  Harold  Robbins  and  Sidney  Sheldon 
or  other  summer  schlock,  lesbians  can  look  to  a  growing 
library  of  fiction  that  serves  to  validate  our  lives  and 
struggles.  Some  may  be  classified  as  literature  ;  others 
are  pure  "best-seller”  fiction  -  but  most  of  these  boob 

are  great  fun.  . 

During  the  past  few  years  a  lot  of  lesbian  pulp  fiction 
from  the  late  fifties  and  early  sixties  has  been  re- 
released.  Recently  completed  was  the  six  volume  Paula 
Christian  series  of  lesbian  pulp.  Out  of  the  six  novels 
that  span  the  years  between  1959-1965,  there  are  two 
that  are  outstanding,  Another  Kind  of  love  and  Love  Is 
Where  You  Find  It  (it’s  remarkable  how  she  got  all  the 
titles  to  sound  the  same).  Both  boob,  along  with  the 
other  four,  were  reprinted  by  Timely  Books  in  Connec¬ 
ticut.  Another  Kind  of  Love  is  a  fun  coming-out  story 
with  a  lovable  “gay  divorcee.”  And  uncharacteristic  of 
books  from  that  period,  it  has  a  happy  ending.  Love  Is 
Where  You  Find  It  is  Christian’s  only 
attempt  to  take  a  realistic  look  at 
lesbian  life  as  it  existed  in  the 
early  sixties.  She  succeeds  with 
strong,  interesting  characters 
and  a  believable  plot. 

For  the  creme  de  la  creme 
of  lesbian  pulp,  the  Ann  Bannon 
series  is  a  must.  The  four  main  volumes  center 


around  the  lives  of  Laura  and  Beth,  who,  in  Odd  Girl 
Out,  meet  in  college,  become  lovers  and  then  part. 
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Reviewed  by  Amy  Hoffman 
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Story  by  Jokneee  AvRutick 
Pictures  by  Etana  Finkler 
Followthru  Projects  do  52  Peru  St. ,  Burlington, 
VT  05401 
30  pp.,  $ 3.50 


Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 


Most  lesbian  writing  concerns  internal  travels  and 
endless  head  trips.  I  was  relieved  to  discover  re¬ 
cently  a  very  unusual  lesbian  adventure  story 
called  The  Magic  Coloring  Book.  It  tells  the  story  of  the 
travels  of  two  lesbians,  Juanita  and  Gitana,  on  some 
Caribbean  islands.  Filled  with  delightful  images  of  that 
environment  —  dolphins,  coconut  bread,  butterflies, 
dancing  palm  arms,  banana  leaves  and  lavender  horn 
flowers  —  this  tiny  book  is  guaranteed  to  transport  you 
along  on  their  magical  journey. 

This  30-page  booklet  was  apparently  self-published 
by  the  writer  and  artist.  It  includes  line  drawings  on 
every  page.  The  drawings  and  the  text  are  equally 
fascinating,  both  being  surreal  and  spontaneous,  aimed 
at  stimulating  pleasant  image’s  in  the  reader’s  mind. 
Leaping  dolphins,  tiny  butterfly  people,  women 
dancing  under  the  full  moon,  and  lots  of  palm  trees 
and  fruit  decorate  the  pages,  and  are  done  in  a  style 
that  can  be  colored  in. 


•  Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  June 


The  story  is  about  Juanita  and  Gitana,  two  lesbians  of 
indeterminate  age  and  race  who  are  wandering  around 
a  remote,  undeveloped  pan  of  Guatemala.  “I’m  not 
sure  what  I’m  doing,”  says  Juanita,  “let’s  stay  .  .  . 
awhile,  at  least  until  my  head  stops  spinning.”  They 
travel  light,  often  wearing  nothing  but  their  backpacks 
and  guitar  and  they  go  with  the  flow,  trusting  their 
environment  to  provide  their  needs,  never  worrying. 
The  local  people  are  very  hospitable,  inviting  them  into 
their  homes,  giving  them  medicine  bags  to  hang 
around  their  necks,  and  helping  them  find  what  they 
need. 

At  one  point  in  the  story,  a  women  named  Beatrix  gets 
upset  about  the  two  women  sleeping  “braided  together 
in  the  hammock”  in  the  cane  hut.  But  Breesa,  their 
generous  hostess,  tells  them  not  to  be  upset: 

It  will  be  okay,"  Breesa  reassured  them,  “Beatrix  has  a 
hard  time  understanding  people  who  live  differently  than 
she.  You  must  be  careful  not  to  have  the  same  hard  time 
understanding  back." 

I  greatly  enjoyed  this  book,  and  I  suspect  that  anyone 
whose  fantasies  tend  to  include  a  few  palm  trees  and 
moonlit  nights  on  the  beach  will  find  it  a  more  than  sat¬ 
isfying  escape.  The  following  delightful  passage  is  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  power  of  this  booklet  to  transport  the  reader: 
The  next  evening  after  dinner,  Breesa,  Juanita  and  Gitana 
sat  outside  under  a  shredded  coconut  sky  of  stars  and  sang 
son8S-  continued  on  page  6 


Surpassing  the  Love  of  Men  is  a  fascinating, 
provocative  and  often  infuriating  historical  study 
of  Anglo-Saxon,  middle  and  upper  class  women’s 
relationships  with  each  other.  It  brings  up  many  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  changing  ways  society,  and  therefore, 
the  women  themselves,  have  perceived  sexuality  and 
homosexuality.  Lillian  Faderman  gathered  most  of  her 
information  from  literature  by  men  and  women  about 
women’s  relationships,  and  from  women’s  diaries  and 
letters.  She  also  looks  at  changes  in  the  legal,  social  and 
economic  climates  which  affected  these  women’s  ability 
to  sustain  relationships  with  each  other. 

Faderman  argues  that  from  the  Renaissance  until  the 
beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  —  when  more  and 
more  women  were  able  to  survive  economically  inde¬ 
pendent  of  men  and  with  the  concurrent  populariza¬ 
tion  of  the  theories  of  the  sexologists  and  of  Sigmund 
Freud  —  middle  and  upper  class  women  routinely  de¬ 
veloped  intense,  passionate  relationships  with  other 
women.  These  relationships  were  perceived  as  anything 
but  abnormal.  Men  and  women  lived  in  separate 
worlds,  even  when  they  were  married,  and  women 
often  received  their  real  emotional  sustenance,  not  from 
their  husbands,  but  from  their  best  friends.  Same-sex 
friendships  were  considered  spiritually  ennobling  and 
pure  because  they  were  assumed  to  be  chaste.  Some 
men  viewed  relationships  between  women  as  cute  or 
titillating,  but  rarely  did  they  feel  threatened  by  them. 

Unlike  lesbian  relationships  now,  these  friendships 
were  almost  never  viewed  as  endangering  to  the  family 
or  the  social  status  quo.  In  fact,  allowing  women  to 
have  these  relationships  was  probably  a  good  way  to 
insure  that  they  stayed  in  their  place.  A  woman  friend 
could  provide  the  love  and  emotional  support  a  woman 
needed  to  stay  in  a  marriage  based  upon  economic  ne¬ 
cessity.  There  seems  to  have  been  only  one  exception  to 
this  rule  of  tolerance:  women  were  severely  punished  if 
they  dared  to  take  on  men’s  roles.  In  practice,  this 
meant,  if  they  dressed  like  men  and  used  dildos.  Fader¬ 
man  explains  that  “What  was  most  threatening  to  both 
Europe  and  America  from  the  sixteenth  to  eighteenth 
centuries  was  not  lesbian  sex  by  itself,  but  male 
impersonation  and  all  that  was  implied  in  rejection  of 
the  feminine  status.”  (p.  54) 

Society  began  to  withdraw  its  permission  for  women 
to  love  each  other  in  our  century  because  it  became 
possible  for  a  woman  to  work  outside  the  home  and 
survive  without  a  man  to  support  her.  Before  this  eco¬ 
nomic  freedom,  many  women  friends  fantasized  about 
spending  their  lives  together,  but  uniess  they  were  very 
rich  and  rebellious,  they  were  eventually  separated,  at 
least  physically,  by  marriage.  The  famous  “Ladies  of 
Llangollen,”  Sarah  Ponsonby  and  Eleanor  Butler,  were 


Reading 

Laura,  true  to  her  new-found  identity,  goes  to  Green¬ 
wich  Village  to  seek  her  lesbian  fortune,  while  Beth 
succumbs  to  societal  pressure  and  marries  Charles.  P* 
middle  volumes  chronicle  Lauras  coming  of  age  as  a 
lesbian  and  her  tempestuous  two-year  love  affair  with 
the  butchy  Beebe  Brinker.  The  suffering  of  lesbian  life 
for  Laura  continues  until  she  marries  Jack,  a  sympa¬ 
thetic  and  sensitive  gay  male  friend.  Domestic  bliss 
prevails.  Then,  in  Journey  to  a  Woman,  Beth,  now  ten 
years  older,  leaves  her  marriage  in  search  of  the  long  lost 
Laura.  This  final  story,  particularly  as  it  describes  the 
confrontation  between  ex-lovers  Laura  and  Beth,  is 
Bannon’s  best  work  in  the  series.  The  four  books  have 
been  reprinted  by  the  Arno  Press  in  conjunction  with  its 
series  on  homosexuality.  For  some  reason,  they  were 
published  in  hardback  and  cost  $12.30  each.  Borrow  a 
friend’s  copy. 

The  Bannon  storyline  is  somewhat  dusted  off  and  up¬ 
dated  in  Nancy  Toder’s  Choices,  which  appeared  last 
fall.  Again,  college  roommates  become  lovers.  One 
marries,  the  other  comes  out.  They  meet  later  in  life 
and  confront  their  past  in  the  context  of  more  liberated 
times.  The  confrontations  between  Sandy  and  Jenny 
here  are  not  as  powerful  as  Laura’s  and  Beth’s  in  the 
Bannon  series,  but  are  valuable  because  of  the  con¬ 
temporary  setting  and  the  lesbian-feminist  awareness 
with  which  Toder  writes. 

Choices  was  published  by  Persephone  Press,  which  is 
a  lesbian-feminist  publisher  in  greater  Boston.  Just 
about  all  of  the  books  on  Persephone’s  growing  list  of 
achievements  qualify  as  good  summer  reading.  Most 
noteworthy,  in  addition  to  Choices,  sue  The  Coming 
Out  Stories  edited  by  Julia  Penelope  Stanley  and  Susan 
J.  Wolfe,  Lesbian  Poetry:  an  Anthology  edited  by  Elly 
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“two  upper-class  Irishwomen  who  managed  to  run  oft 
together  [in  1778]  and  share  thereafter  every  waking 
and  sleeping  moment;  however,  they  were  the  excep¬ 
tion.  (see  pp.  120-125)  Middle  class  women  had  few 
respectable  economic  options  outside  of  marriage. 
However,  as  education  and  professional  jobs  slowly 
cracked  open  to  admit  a  trickle  of  women,  women 
friends  who  were  determined  could  find  enough  work 
to  live  independently  of  men.  Psychologists  and 
doctors,  and  society  in  general,  began  to  define  such 
women  as  “inverts,”  “homosexuals,”  “perverts,”  and 
“lesbians,”  and  ostracized  them. 

For  a  woman  doing  admirable  research  for  clearly 
feminist  motives,  Lillian  Faderman  persistently  and 
rather  curiously  shies  away  from  any  analysis  of  the 
politics  of  sexuality.  She  warns  us,  and  rightly  so, 
against  imposing  our  post-Freudian  understanding  of 
sexuality  upon  women  lovers  of  other  eras.  However, 
she  is  so  extremely  cautious  that  she  practically  implies 
that  lesbian  sex  was  not  invented  until  1900,  and  even 
then,  few  women  took  advantage  of  the  discovery. 

Faderman  points  out  that  women  correspondents  and 
diarists  wrote  unabashedly  of  their  love,  both  spiritual 
and  physical,  and  their  longing  to  hug,  kiss  and  fondle 
each  other.  (When  women  visited  each  other  it  was  not 
unheard  of  for  the  husband  to  be  kicked  out  of  bed  so 
the  women  could  sleep  together.)  Given  the  various 
sexual  taboos  of  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth  and  nine¬ 
teenth  centuries  and  the  ignorance  in  which  women 
were  kept  about  their  sexual  potential,  Faderman 
argues  that  had  the  women  managed  to  figure  out  how 
to  have  sex,  most  would  have  felt  too  sinful  to  speak  as 
openly  and  innocently  as  they  did  about  their  relation¬ 
ships.  However,  I  think  there  is  another  explanation. 
The  horrible  penalties  for  the  use  of  a  dildo  imply  that 
sex  was  defined  as  involving  penetration.  Those  nice 
middle  class  ladies  could  have  been  experimenting  with 
many  ways  of  kissing,  hugging  and  fondling  one  an¬ 
other  without  making  any  connection  between  that  and 
what  their  husbands  did  to  them  in  the  marital  bed.  If 
good  women  were  asexual,  then  what  good  women  did 
together  wasn’t  sex. 

Carroll  Smith-Rosenberg,  in  her  essay,  “The  Female 
World  of  Love  and  Ritual,”  says: 

The  essential  question  is  not  whether  these  women  had 
genital  contact  and  can  therefore  be  defined  as  hetero¬ 
sexual  or  homosexual.  The  twentieth  century  tendency  to 
view  human  love  and  sexuality  within  a  dichotomized 
universe  of  deviance  and  normality,  gcnitality  and 
platonic  love,  is  alien  to  the  emotions  and  attitudes  of 
the  nineteenth  century*  and  fundamentally  distorts  the 
nature  of  these  women's  emotional  interaction. 

(Carroll  Smith-Rosenberg,  “The  Female  World  of  Love 
and  Ritual”  In  A  Heritage  of  Her  Own  by  Nancy  F. 
Cott  and  Elizabeth  H.  Pleck,  Simon  and  Schuster, 
New  York,  1979,  p.  316.) 

By  arguing  that  what  we  in  the  twentieth  century  would 
define  as  sex  was  usually  not  a  part  of  a  romantic  friend¬ 
ship,  Faderman  ends  up  falling  into  this  trap  of  pitting 
“gcnitality”  against  “platonic  love.”  She  seems  to  accept 

’Faderman  has  proven  that  "romantic  friendships”  between 
middle  and  upper  class  women  were  not  peculiar  to  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  but  can  be  documented  in  Europe  as  far  back 
as  the  Renaissance. 


Bulkin  and  Joan  Larkin,  and  the  newly  released.  This 
Bridge  Called  My  Back:  Writings  of  Radical  Women  of 
Color. 

Set  for  future  publication  by  Persephone  is  a  novel  by 
writer  Jan  Clausen,  whose  book  of  short  stories  Mother, 
Sister,  Daughter,  Lover  (Crossing  Press)  is  the  best 
example  to  date  of  good  contemporary  lesbian  fiction. 
Clausen’s  stories  focus  on  the  family  of  woman  —  how 
we  arrange  our  lives  as  and  with  each  of  the  roles  listed 
in  the  book’s  title. 

Another  example  of  good  short  story  reading  is  Jane 
Rule’s  most  recently  published  work,  Outlander  (Naiad 
Press).  The  stories  and  essays  contained  in  the  book 
have  been  published  before  in  lesbian  and  gay  periodi¬ 
cals  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  The  stories  reflect  the 
lesbian  lifestyle  in  a  broad  and  inclusive  manner,  and 
the  essays,  on  such  topics  as  inter-generational  sexual¬ 
ity,  are  clearly  written  and  well-argued.  Jane  Rule  is  one 
of  the  best  and  certainly  one  of  the  most  prolific  of  the 
contemporary  lesbian  authors.  Each  of  her  five  novels 
has  lesbian  plots  or  sub-plots.  The  two  that  best  pre¬ 
sent  a  lesbian  story  line  are  Desert  of  the  Heart,  first 
published  in  1964,  and  Against  the  Season. 

For  one  afternoon  of  fun  reading  pick  up  The  Mar¬ 
quise  and  the  Novice  by  Victoria  Ramstetter  (Naiad 
Press).  It  is  a  hundred  page  gothic  lesbian  novel,  which 
uses  the  plot  formula  and  characterization  of  the  gothic 
genre  and  meshes  it  with  a  feminist  perspective  and  an 
all-lesbian  cast. 

Many  lesbian  novels  which  will  make  good  summer 
reading  deal  with  the  subject  of  youth .  Valerie  Taylor’s 
Love  Image  (Naiad  Press)  tells  the  story  of  a  child  star 
who  discovers  her  lesbian  identity  as  a  teenager  and 
plans  to  escape  the  exploitative  clutches  of  her  Holly¬ 


the  idea  proposed  by  men  whom  she  herself  proves  were 
ridiculously  ignorant  about  the  sexual  possibilities  be¬ 
tween  women,  that  “normal”  women  have  no  sexual 
desires.  (Many  male  writers  whom  she  quotes  apparent¬ 
ly  decided  that  sex  between  women  could  only  take 
place  if  the  woman  had  giant  clits  with  which  they 
penetrated  each  other!) 

She  also  ends  up  making  weird  distinctions,  which 
she  never  explains,  between  sensuality,  eroticism  and 
sexuality.  For  example,  she  states  that  “It  would  not  be 
possible  for  most  women  of  our  era,  with  all  our  post- 
Freudian,  Masters  and  Johnson  sophistication,  to  con¬ 
ceive  of  an  erotic  love  relationship  without  genital  sex.” 
(p.  251)  For  the  life  of  me,  I  can’t  figure  out  what 
"erotic”  means  in  this  sentence.  Infatuation?  Petting 
above  the  waist?  Faderman  is  so  anti-Freudian  that  she 
denies  our  basic  cultural  assumption  that  unconscious 
sexual  drives  and  conflicts  are  a  motivating  force  in 
peoples’  lives.  At  one  point  she  says,  “From  the  1920s 
on  when  women  loved  other  women  they  were  forced  to 
examine  their  sexual  motives  ...  in  a  climate  which 
insisted  that  humans  are  sexual  or  they  are  repressed,  it 
is  likely  that  many  who  sought  such  motives  found 
them.”  It  was  interesting  and  a  little  challenging  to  me 
to  think  about  things  in  this  fundamentaly  different 
way,  but  ultimately,  it  doesn’t  make  sense  to  my  mind. 
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Do  tlney  or  don't  they? 


wood  movie  producer.  The  book  is  enjoyable  and  has  a 
happy  ending.  Naiad  has  also  published  four  novels  by 
Sarah  Aldridge.  These  books  can  be  labeled  as  latter 
day  pulps.  The  most  noteworthy  is  All  True  Lovers,  a 
long  novel  set  in  Depression-era  Washington,  D.C.  The 
book  is  appealing,  but  not  because  it  is  particularly 
well-written  or  because  it  is  good  historical  fiction.  It 
shines  mainly  because  of  Aldridge’s  excellent  ability  to 
show  us  through  two  well  drawn  characters  the  joys  and 
traumas  of  lesbian  teenage  romance.  Another  writer 
with  the  same  ability  is  Sandra  Scoppettone,  whose 
novel  Happy  Endings  Are  All  Alike  (Dell  Publishing)  is 
set  in  small-town  suburbia  of  the  1970s.  While  the 
main  characters  are  presented  as  two  too-good-to-be- 
true  middle  class  A  students  (one  goes  to  Smith,  the 
other  to  Radcliffe),  the  positive  presentation  of  two 
young  female  lovers  is  a  first  for  a  book  that  is  aimed  at 
teenage  readers.  Finally,  on  the  subject  of  youth,  is  a  re- 
released  novel  by,  of  all  people,  Radcliffe  Hall,  entitled 
The  Unlit  Lamp  (Dial  Press).  This  book,  written  before 
The  Well  of  Loneliness,  did  not  deal  as  directly  with  the 
subject  of  lesbianism  as  the  later  book  did.  It, however, 
is  much  better  written  and  developed.  The  plot  follows 
the  life  of  Joan  Ogden,  an  intelligent  child  and  adoles¬ 
cent,  who  is  caught  between  the  competing  desires  of 
her  mother,  whose  suffocating  adoration  beckons  Joan 
to  sacrifice  her  life  and  play  nursemaid,  and  Elizabeth, 
Joan’s  tutor  and  mentor,  who  promises  Joan  a  life  of 
learning,  accomplishment  and  loving  “friendship.” 

There  are  may  other  works  of  fiction  that  deal  with 
our  lives  as  lesbians,  Hopefully,  once  you  have  exhaust¬ 
ed  this  list  for  the  summer  you  will  get  out  and  visit 
your  local  feminist  or  gay  bookstore  and  start  your  read¬ 
ing  for  the  fall,  the  winter  and  the  spring. 


Throughout  the  book,  Faderman  makes  it  clear  that 
the  information  she  was  able  to  gather  only  applies  to 
women  of  a  particular  class,  race  and  ethnicity:  white; 
English,  French  or  German;  middle  or  upper  class 
women.  I  appreciate  her  implicit  warning  not  to  gen¬ 
eralize  from  this  material  to  women  of  other  classes  and 
ethnic  or  racial  backgrounds.  However,  I  am  disturbed 
that  she  seems  to  be  so  uncritical  of  the  value  and  myths 
of  people  of  this  class  and  ethnicity. 

She  disapproves  heartily  of  the  desire  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  French  aesthetic  writers  such  as  Charles 
Baudelaire  or  Theophile  Gautier  to  epater  le  bourgeois 
(shock  the  middle  class)  by  writing  about  sexy  lesbians. 
Gautier  wrote  a  book  called  Mademoiselle  de  Maupin 
in  1835  about  "a  beautiful  young  woman  who  looks 
equally  stunning  when  dressed  as  a  man,  flaunts  her 
sexual  nature  and  refuses  classification  in  either  of  the 
two  sexes.”  Faderman  concludes  that  “There  is  a  certain 
jejune  quality  that  underlies  the  creation  of  Maupin, 
who  is  calculated  to  outrage.”  (p.  266)  I  guess  I’m 
jejune.  Maupin  sounds  like  a  turn-on  to  me.  (I’ve  never 
read  the  book.)  The  poet  Baudelaire,  says  Faderman, 
“despite  his  sympathy,  .  .  .  cannot  transcend  his  horror 
at  (and  fascination  with)  the  image  of  wild,  erotic, 
exotic  desire  between  women  which  he  has  pulled  from 
his  imagination."  (my  italics)  (p.  270). 

It’s  true  that  these  are  male  writers  writing  about 
people  and  relationships  of  which  they  have  little 
understanding,  and  for  their  own  ends.  These  men’s 
fantasies  of  lesbians  as  tortured  and  violent  people  still 
survive,  contributing  to  both  lesbians’  self-hatred  and 
society’s  hatred  for  us.  However,  Mademoiselle  de 
Maupin,  and  many  other  similar  fictional  characters  in 
books  of  this  period,  was  based  on  a  real  lesbian,  the 
French  feminist  writer  George  Sand  (whom  Gautier 
knew).  By  no  means  is  she  portrayed  completely  nega¬ 
tively.  Women  writers  of  the  twentieth  century  would 
use  this  tradition,  sometimes  to  create  dashing,  bold, 
sexy  lesbian  characters,  sometimes  to  perpetuate  stupid 
stereotypes,  sometimes  both. 

Even  when  writing  about  lesbians  of  our  century, 
Faderman  continues  to  deny  or  distort  the  nature  of 
lesbian  sexuality.  She  seems  very  much  to  want  all  of  us 
lesbians  to  behave  ourselves  and  act  nice.  She  quotes 
Natalie  Barney  (an  American  expatriate  writer  who  was 
the  center  of  a  circle  of  rich  lesbians  in  Paris  at  the 
beginning  of  the  century):  “when  a  friend  asked  her  if 
she  liked  a  particular  woman,  Barney  replied,  “Like- 
her?  Heavens  no,  she  and  I  made  love,  that’s  all”  and 
condescendingly  explains  away  this  flippant  and  hu¬ 
morous  attitude  towards  sex.  This  quote  is  to  be  found 
in  biographies  written  by  men  (Faderman  doesn’t  dis¬ 
pute  the  fact  that  Barney  said  it)  and  furthermore, 
“While  Barney  may  have  often  chosen  to  express  in  that 
way  her  liberation  as  a  New  Woman  in  an  era  in  which 
sex  for  a  woman  was  like  a  child’s  newly  discovered, 
deliciously  dangerous,  and  somewhat  prohibited  play, 
there  is  a  good  deal  more  to  her  than  is  apparent  from 
her  biographers’  emphasis.  First  of  all,  she  was  a  lesbian 
because  she  was  a  feminist.” 

Living  as  a  lesbian  certainly  is  one  way  many  of  us 
have  been  able  to  create  ourselves  as  whole  people, 
something  forbidden  to  women  in  our  patriarchal 

continued  on  page  6 
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THE  FOURTH  WALL 

By  N.A.  Diaman 

Persona  Press,  Box  14022,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
128pp.,  $4.95 


Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

I  had  hopes  for  The  Fourth  Wall.  Self-published  but 
well -packaged,  it  promised  “a  unique  fresh  style 
blending  contemporary  cinematic  imagery  with 
the  sparse  precision  of  the  French  nouveau  roman. " 
Diaman,  author  of  an  earlier  novel,  Ed  Dean  Is  Queer, 
had  presented  his  work  well.  Professionally,  even.  I 
wasn’t  impressed  by  the  “ nouveau  roman ”  business,  but 
at  least  he  was  ambitious. 

The  Fourth  Wall  is  a  negative  utopia  (or  “dystopia”) 
set  a  few  centuries  in  our  wake.  Diaman  has  borrowed 
from  Orwell’s  1984  a  nearly-omnipresent  television 
screen  (but  unlike  Orwell’s,  these  do  no  transmit,  only 
receive)  and  charismatic  leader,  and  from  Huxley’s 
Brave  New  World  a  consumer  culture  whose  members 
are  kept  pacified  by  recreational  drugs  (though  recrea¬ 
tional  sex  is  frowned  on  here).  After  a  violent  and 
prolonged  civil  war,  control  of  NorthAmerica  has  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  telecommunications  industry.  The 
“fourth  wall”  of  the  title  is  the  giant  television  screen 
which  covers  the  fourth  wall  of,  apparently,  every  room 
in  each  dwelling.  Books  have  been  forbidden  (Brad¬ 
bury’s  Fahrenheit  451?),  but  an  underground  move¬ 
ment  preserves  them  for  select  initiates. 

The  story  centers  on  young  Bret  Hamilton,  a  member 
of  that  underground  who  thinks  he  may  have  found  a 
new  acolyte  in  Var,  a  young  man  he  has  met  and  slept 
with.  Bret  has  just  been  promoted  to  a  new  job  as 
television  cameraman  for  the  federal  government, 
beginning  with  the  broadcast  of  a  major  address  by 
the  President.  During  this  broadcast,  the  President  col-  « 
lapses  and  dies,  but  it  turns  out  that  his  “death”  has 
been  staged  to  cover  his  retirement:  the  President  wants 
to  disappear  from  public  life  and  return  to  scholarship, 
his  first  love,  and  this,  supposedly  is  the  easist  way  to 
make  the  transition.  Bret  accidentally  stumbles  on  the 
truth  and  has  a  brief  dialogue  with  the  President,  who 
is  impressed  by  his  intelligence  and  cajoles  him  into 
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Homosexuals  prey  on  little  children. 


-Jerry  Falwell,  How  You  Can  Help  Clean  Up  America 


That’s  what  they’re  saying.  And  you  thought  it  was  1981.  Listen  to  this:  “Half  the  murders  and  suicides  in  the  larger  cities  are  caused  by  homosexuals  ” 

And  public  education  in  eastern  Massachusetts  is  what  we’re  best  at.  Since  1972  the  Gay  Speakers  Bureau  has: 


•  spoken  at  over  500  engagements,  including  veteran’s  organizations,  high  schools, 
colleges,  police,  medical,  and  social  service  groups 

•  appeared  on  television  numerous  times  to  present  gay  and  lesbian  issues 

•  assisted  other  groups  in  setting  up  their  own  speaking  services 


•  Developed  brochures  and  a  bibliography  which  we  make  available  to  our  audiences 
and  to  other  educational  organizations 

•  sponsored  a  public  showing  of  the  slide-tape  show  “Straight  Talk  About  Lesbians” 
at  the  Boston  Public  Library 


we ' °' NeW  Ri9hl  anti'9ay  Pr0Pa9anda' ""  Speakere  Bu,ea“  has  ,eSOl’'ed  ,0  lncrease  dramato"y  ,he  scope  and  6rea“  01  “  titles  bolh 


•  increase  by  ten-fold  the  number  of  speaking  engagements  and  radio  and  television 
appearances 


•  hire  a  full-time,  salaried  coordinator 

•  open  an  office 


•  develop  additional  educational  brochures  for  national  distribution  and  act  as  a 
clearinghouse  for  the  many  other  publications  that  have  been  developed  across  the 
country 


‘You  evoked  an  incredible  response  among  the  students  and  raised  issues  that  many  of  them  would  not  have  considered  otherwise. 

-a  suburban  high  school  teacher 


Our  audiences  respond  positively  after  listening  to  articulate  lesbians  and  gay  men  The 
truth  will  out,  but  only  if  we  have  a  chance  to  present  it.  It  is  a  grave  mistake  to  believe 
that  our  cause  will  inevitably  triumph  simply  because  we  are  in  the  right  Education 

costs  money.  In  order  for  our  program  expansion  to  happen,  we  must  ask  you  for  some 
hard-earned  cash. 


You  can  help  us  in  other  ways  too,  by  becoming  involved  in  the  different  projects  of  the 
Bureau.  Call  us  or  write  us. 

We  must  not  surrender  the  initiative  to  the  New  Right.  It’s  time  to  take  the  offensive 
again. 


Public  Education.  We’re  doing  our  homework  for  you.  And  for  all  of  us. 
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I  am  enclosing:. 


$250 
$100 
_$  50 
_$  25 
_$  10 


The  dialogue  is  still  going  strong.” 


Mail  check  to  Gay  Speakers  Bureau  (G.S.B.) 
P.0.  Box  2232  Dept.G 
Boston,  MA  021 07 

Checks  can  be  made  out  to  Gay  Speakers 
Bureau  or  Public  Education  Service.  Thank  you. 


Yes,  I  want  to  help.  Contact  me. 
Name  _ _ 


Address 


THE 

GAY 

SPEAKERS 

BUREAU 


Phone 


—  A  Bureau  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
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keeping  the  secret.  Bret  then  returns  to  Var’s  arms, 
ready  to  teach  him  to  read.  It  is  not  certain  whether  Bret 
will  keep  the  President’s  secret,  or  if  it  matters. 

We  also  meet  Sonia  and  Wes  lex,  Bret’s  conformist 
parents.  They  aren’t  villains,  though,  just  an  ordinary 
middle-aged  married  couple.  Weslex  goes  to  his  five-, 
hour-a-day  job,  and  Sonia  spends  her  day  selecting  their 
dinner  by  number  from  picture  cards,  popping  pills, 
and  watching  television. 

Unfortunatley,  Diaman  is  neither  a  very  good  writer 
nor  a  convincing  storyteller.  Sparse  his  prose  may  be; 
precise  it  is  not.  No  doubt  he  intends  to  parody  bureau- 
cratese,  but  such  phrases  as  “the  abstract  eye  that  is  the 
symbol  of  the  telecommunications  center  at  the  fourth 
wall  of  the  capitol”  are  what  I’d  call  vague,  not  precise. 
Var  has  “dark  curly  hair”  but  no  attempt  is  made  to  say 
just  what  color  is  is.  Bret  is  not  described  at  all.  Vague. 
Var  wears  “a  street  uniform,  the  standard  all-weather 
costume  for  men  in  the  city.”  What  does  it  look  like? 
Vague.  If  anything,  Diaman  seems  to  be  avoiding  lan¬ 
guage  of  any  exactness.  But  instead  of  evoking  a  con¬ 
formist,  dehumanizing  society,  this  lack  of  detail  sug¬ 
gests  that  Diaman  did  not  bother  to  work  out  the 
details. 

Having  the  President  retire  by  faking  his  death  is  not 
cliched  —  it’s  inept.  I  was  uncomfortably  reminded  of 
plot  twists  in  fiction  I  wrote  in  high  school.  And  the  con¬ 
frontation  between  Bret  and  the  President  is  worthy,  in 
its  stilted  profundity,  of  Ayn  Rand.  That  is  not  a 
compliment. 

what  about  individual  human  rights,  freedom  and 
democracy? 

the  president  laughs. 

archaic  words,  the  rhetoric  of  another  era.  that  all  went 
out  with  the  twentieth  century,  urealistic  vague  con¬ 
cepts.  too  inefficient  for  our  present  complex  society. 

but  bret  is  not  convinced. 

those  ideals  were  worth  pursuing  even  though  we  failed 
to  achieve  them  fully  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  this 
nation.  (p.  116) 


Blinders 


continued  from  page  5 

culture.  In  order  to  prove  that  lesbianism  is  a  way  of 
life,  and  not  just  a  private  matter  that  is  confined  to  the 
bedroom,  however,  Faderman  seems  to  feel  it  necessary 
to  regard  sex  as  a  necessary  evil: 

It  is  no  doubt  unlikely  that  many  women  born  into  a  sex¬ 
conscious  era  can  conduct  a  lesbian  relationship  today 
without  some  sexual  exchange.  The  pressure  is  on  in  our 
culture  to  be  sexual  if  we  want  to  be  physically  and 
mentally  healthy,  and  even  women  who  identify  as  les¬ 
bian  have  been  affected  by  such  popular  wisdom. 

To  deny  the  importance  of  sex,  as  Faderman  does,  is,  I 
believe,  a  mistake.  Our  culture  still  believes  that 
women  exist  so  that  the  species  can  accomplish  repro¬ 
duction.  Sex  for  its  own  sake  enables  us  to  discover  and 
reclaim  our  own  bodies,  which  are  our  own  selves. 

Despite  the  fact  that  I’ve  just,  somewhat  to  my  cha¬ 
grin,  gone  on  for  pages  and  pages  attacking  Surpassing 
the.  Love  of  Men,  I  also  really  want  to  recommend  it. 
Though  it’s  very  long,  it’s  also  so  well-written  and  filled 
with  fascinating  stories  about  the  lives  of  women- 
identified-women  of  the  past  that,  for  a  history  book,  I 
found  it  to  be  a  real  page  turner.  (It  could  have  used 
more  pictures.)  It  is  a  very  affirming  book  to  read 
because  it  begins  to  document  a  long  history  which, 
until  now,  has  been  completely  lost. 


Burroughs 


Coloring  Book 


I’ve  been  toying  with  the  idea  that  Diaman  doesn’t 
think  much  of  Bret’s  “alternative  lifestyle.”  Certainly  I 
don’t:  Bret  recovers  his  individuality  by  eating  organic 
food,  collecting  antiques,  and  the  practice  of  “explor¬ 
atory  sex.”  Then  he  feels  entitled  to  condescend  to  more 
prosaic  souls:  “they  seem  so  preoccupied  with  them¬ 
selves  that  they  hardly  notice  one  another  ...  he  won¬ 
ders  what  it  means  for  them  to  be  alive.”  But  I  can  find 
no  irony  in  Diaman’s  treatment  of  his  hero.  Does  he 
really  think  that  eating  home-baked  bread  and  being 
“creative”  —  another  vague  word  —  will  make  conform¬ 
ity  crumble?  I  hardly  think  that  the  city  and  subculture 
that  gave  us  the  Castro  Street  clone  are  in  a  position  to 
level  the  charge  of  conformity  against  anyone.  And  if 
anyone  replies  to  this  admittedly  cheap  shot  by  point¬ 
ing  out  that  just  because  people  dress  alike  it  doesn’t 
mean  they  think  alike,  or  that  they  aren’t  still  human 
beings,  I  would  agree  readily:  that  is  my  complaint 
against  Bret,  and  against  Diaman’s  book. 

It  is  easy  to  advocate  that  people  use  technology  “to 
enrich  instead  of  impoverishing  their  lives”  but  it  is  not 
so  easy  to  work  out  how  this  is  to  be  done.  It  is  easy  to 
grumble  that  a  “happy,  healthy,  comfortable  world”  is 
also  a  “dull,  predictable,  boring  world,”  but  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  an  exciting,  unpredictable  world  is 
also  a  frightening,  unstable  one;  I  recommend  to 
Diaman  a  1940  story  by  Rober  A.  Heinlein,  “Coventry,” 
for  a  classic  handling  of  this  theme.  In  such  books  as 
Marge  Piercy’s  Woman  on  the  Edge  of  Time,  (Fawcett 
Crest  Books)  Ursula  LeGuin’s  The  Dispossessed,  (Harper 
and  Row)  and  Thomas  Disch’s  On  Wings  of  Song, 
(Bantam)  to  name  just  three,  questions  about  con¬ 
formity  and  the  use  of  technology  have  been  posed  and 
vividly  and  originally  explored. 

If  Diaman  has  anything  of  his  own  to  say  on  these  or 
other  matters,  he  hasn’t  said  it  here.  He  has  merely 
invoked  them  to  lend  an  air  of  trendy  seriousness  to  an 
extremely  slight  and  undeveloped  tale.  And  this  sad¬ 
dens  me.  Small  lesbian-feminist  presses  such  as 
Daughters  Inc.  have  given  us  valuable  fiction  and 
exciting  new  ideas,  and  some  important  poetry  has  come 
from  small  gay  male  presses.  N.A.  Diamam  has  the  re¬ 
sources,  evidently,  to  do  something  of  the  sort  for  gay 
male  fiction.  I  hope  his  next  offering  will  have  content 
which  is  up  to  its  packaging. 


continued  from  page  4 

“Like  a  drop  of  rain 
flowing  to  the  ocean 
we  all  come  from  the  goddess 
and  to  her  we  shall  return 
like  a  drop  of  rain...” 

For  a  long  time  they  sang  together  around  one  tiny  flame. 
Then  Bressa  stopped  and  handed  Juanity  the  African  fin¬ 
ger  piano  and  said,  “play  something  on  the  Kalimba  and  I 
will  dance.” 

Juanita’s  fingers  tickled  light,  ringing  sounds  like 
tropical  bird  feet  walking  in  the  sand.  Guanita  sketched 
quick,  wispy  curls  and  swaying  body  lines  as  Breesa 
danced.  Her  flowing  lavender  and  turquoise  satin  layers 
of  skirt  moved  as  dragonfly  wings  around  the  small  fire. 
(P-  26). 


Man  to  Man 
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Burroughs  considers  himself  tough-minded  and  un¬ 
sentimental.  (See,  for  example,  the  interviews  in  The 
Job ,  Grove  Press.)  But  he  really  seems  to  think  that  a 
free  human  society  can  be  established  simply  by  declar¬ 
ing  principles  and  killing  off  a  few  villains.  If  this  were 
true,  humanity  would  not  be  in  the  trouble  we  are  in 
now.  It  is  very  convenient,  I  know,  to  locate  the  source 
of  unfreedom  in  evil  controlling  intelligences  outside 
oneself,  but  it  is  a  lie.  I  think  Burroughs  himself  knows 
better,  but  if  so  he  hasn’t  put  that  knowledge  into  this 
book. 

There  is  more:  the  racist  depiction  of  Arab  and  Latin- 
American  youths  as  quasi-human  sex  objects  (or  F..  M 
Forster  Syndrome);  the  pseudo-scientific  jargon 
Burroughs  uses  as  pretentiously  as  do  the  scientists  he 
often  ridicules;  the  borrowings  from  such  pop-hip 
frauds  as  Aleister  Crowley,  Carlos  Castaneda,  and  Wil¬ 
helm  Reich;  the  invocation  at  the  book’s  beginning  of 
deities  of  death,  decay,  and  rotting  genitals,  which  to 
my  mind  shows  where  this  book  is  really  at;  and  the 
maddening  sense  I  keep  having  that  Burroughs  thinks 
he  has  written  a  book  of  major  importance.  Burroughs 
is  not  a  liberated  or  liberating  soul,  but  the  artistic  heir 
of  writers  like  Baudelaire,  Huysmans,  and  Wilde, 
whose  celebration  of  the  bizarre  and  scandalous  was  in¬ 
separable  from  their  guilt  over  it.  He  is  —  I  hope  —  the 
end  of  a  tradition,  not  the  founder  of  one.  As  the  for¬ 
mer,  I  can  respect  him  somewhat,  for  he  helped  to  kill 
off  that  tradition.  As  the  latter,  I  can  only  quote  his 
words  from  Naked  Lunch :  “You  think  I  am  innarested 
to  contract  your  horrible  old  condition?  I  am  not  inna¬ 
rested  at  all.’’ 
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cable  to  similar  age  range  relationships  between  men.  I 
think  Silverstein  overestimates  the  extent  of  the 
women’s  movement’s  hostility  toward  aspects  of  gay 
male  sexuality,  but  it  is  a  serious  issue  that  needs  dis¬ 
cussing.  Silverstein  describes  it  as  a  disagreement  be¬ 
tween  friends,  and  I  think  dialogue  would  be  more  ap¬ 
propriate  than  the  attacks  Silverstein  makes. 

This  is  a  complex  and  controversial  book;  many  to¬ 
pics  covered  could  easily  have  generated  books  of  their 
own.  In  the  process  of  presenting  his  own  theories  and 
illustrating  variations  in  gay  male  coupling,  Silverstein 
paints  a  portrait  of  male  /male  intimacy  that  is  at  once 
compelling  and  reassuring.  It  is  qualitatively  different 
from  heterosexual  coupling,  and  probably  lesbian 
coupling  as  well.  Honesty  and  willingness  to  grow  and 
change,  particularly  in  dealing  with  issues  like  mono¬ 
gamy,  seem  to  be  a  hallmark  of  many  gay  male  relation¬ 
ships.  Despite  my  concerns  about  some  of  his  con¬ 
clusions,  I  think  Silverstein  has  written  an  important 
book  that  will  go  a  long  way  in  reminding  us  of  our 
strengths  as  gay  men,  in  giving  us  some  of  the  history 
that  has  been  lost  to  us  and  in  supplying  tips  on  how 
better  to  live  as  lovers.  It  is  a  book  well  worth  reading. 


SHORE 


HOUSE 


1 516  shore  Road 
Ogunquit .  Maine  03907 
207/6408654 


Stay  at  Ogunquit ’s  newest  guest  house 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm 
and  grace.  Complimentary  continental 
breakfast  in  our  living  room  or  on  the 
veranda.  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a 
minute’s  walk  to  the  town  and  beach. 


ABOVE  TIDE  INN 

Where  you  can  vacation  and  yet 
still  have  the  feeling  of  home. 

20  Beach  Street,  Ogunquit,  Maine  (207)  646-7454 
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Lesbian 


If  not  nowwfien— 


If  not  vou  who  ? 


Come  out 

June  11  through  June  27 


**■*»•  -  ■■■  .a  t  K  f 


Parade  and  Rally  on  June  20th 

Show  Boston  that  you’re  proud 

to  be  yourself 
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Calendar  of  Events 


June  ii 

Lesbian  Images 
in  Photography  1850-1980 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  12 
Prom 

2  One  Act  Plays 

June  13 

Career  Night 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  14 

Artworks  ’81 
Blue  Hills  Hike 

June  IS 

Gay  Germany  —  a  discussion 

June  16 

S.F.  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
Art  show  opening 


June  17 

L/G  Film  Festival 
Alcohol  Film  Festival 
Deaf  awareness  workshop 
Open  poetry  reading 

June  18 

Legal  Workshop 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  19 

The  Event 

Folkdance/rock  dance 
NECC 

2  One  Act  Plays 

June  20 

Ecumenical  Service 
PARADE  AND  RALLY 
Women’s  Dinner 
Cultural  Event 
Book  Party 
2  One  Act  Plays 

June  21 


June  22 

Inter-age  relationships 
an  open  forum 
“Our  Boston  Heritage” 

“A  Gala  Celebration” 

June  23 

L/G  Studies 

“Some  Enchanted  Evening” 
Self-defense  workshop 

June  24 
Town  Meeting 

June  25 

Lesbian  Film  Festival 
Experimental  theater 

2  One  Act  Plays 

June  26 
Contra  Dance 

3  slide  shows ' 

2  One  Act  Plays 
Experimental  theater 


oonrerence  worKsnops 
An  afternoon  of  entertainment 


Urban  Canoing 


June  27 

Lesbian  mothers/Gay  fathers 
Experimental  theater 
2  One  Act  Plays 
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unnatural  disaster,”  quotes  Nellie 
Wong  (from  Mitsuye  Yamada), 
and  she’s  right.  Assimilate  and 
watch  us  disappear  .  .  .  well  it 
could  always  be  attributed  to 
something  else.  Maybe  its  white? 

Barbara  and  Beverly  Smith  talk 
across  the  kitchen  table  (cloth  and 
all)  in  a  “Sister-to-Sister  Dia¬ 
logue”  about  that  “thing,”  homo¬ 
sexuality.  It  has  been  negated  by 
the  black  community  as  a  “white 
thing.”  Both  black  men  and  white 
structure  couldn’t  afford  to  let 
women  bond  together  across  racial 
lines  because  together  we  are  too 
powerful  to  be  controlled.  Mix 
homophobia  and  a  little  racism 
and  you’ve  got  instant  ignorance 
as  a  road  block,  mind  block,  cul¬ 
ture  block.  But  we  can  do  it.  Au¬ 
rora  Morales  speaks  of  “a  revolu¬ 
tion  capable  of  healing  our 
wounds.  If  we’re  the  ones  who  can 
imagine  it,  if  we’re  the  ones  who 
dream  about  it,  if  we’re  the  ones 
who  need  it  most,  then  no  one  else 
can  do  it.” 

hattie  gossett’s  “Billie  Lives!” 
takes  juju  (African  for  magic),  the 
blues,  and  modern  day  sophistica¬ 
tion  and  mixes  it  into  the  sweet 
brewing  tea  of  revolution. 

Act  Three.  And  When  You  Leave, 
Take  Your  Pictures  With  You 
This  section  is  a  challenge  to  the 
“white  feminist”  to  explore  how, 
in  the  name  of  the  movement,  rac¬ 
ism  has  been  propagated.  And  to 
be  perfectly  honest,  we’re  tired  of 
it.  This  was  the  most  interesting 
part  of  the  evening  in  some  senses: 
sitting  back  and  watching  this 
whole  rainbowed  group  of  women 
spit  out  every  cliched  piece  of 
white  liberal  rhetoric  that  you,  as  a 
woman  of  color,  have  ever  heard, 
even  in  your  most  well-meaning 
women’s  group.  Somehow,  we  be¬ 
came  a  popular  cause,  and  sudden¬ 
ly,  everyone  wanted  our  “input.” 
It  was  at  that  point  that  I  would 
“but  mizz  scarlett,  I  don’t  know 
nothin  bout  bertin  no  babies”  and 
I  was  usually  left  alone.  “We  live 
on  the  outside  of  the  circle,  in  the 
shacks  in  the  back,  the  lightless 
rooms  in  the  attic  .  .  .  but  if  we  all 
join  hands,  we’ll  lead  a  left-hand¬ 
ed  world.” 

Act  Four.  The  Vision 
Evolve  or  die 
The  bridge  I  must  be 
Is  the  bridge  of  my  own  power 
1  must  translate 
My  own  fears 
Mediate 

My  own  weaknesses 
I  must  be  the  bridge  to  nowhere 
But  my  true  self 
And  then 
I  will  be  useful. 

(“The  Bridge  Poem,”  Kate  Rushin) 
Taking  the  stage  together, 
dressed  in  reds,  blacks,  and 
whites,  the  ten  women  chanted, 
singly  then  in  unison,  from  a  whis¬ 
per  to  a  shout  .  .  .  This  Bridge 
Called  My  Back  .  .  .  This  Bridge 
Called  My  Back  .  .  .  This  Bridge 
Called  My  Back.  Our  work  is  to 
make  revolution  irresistible.  Come 
on,  come  on,  can’t  you  smell  it, 
feel  it  just  beyond  you?  If  we  run 
together  real  hard,  maybe  we  can 
see  the  sunrise. 

Protest 

Continued  from  Page  3 
of  enforcing  the  obligation  of  the 
States  under  the  14th  Amendment 
not  to  deprive  persons  of  life  with¬ 
out  due  process  of  law,  human  life 
shall  be  deemed  to  exist  from  con¬ 
ception  ...” 

The  bill,  if  passed,  would  allow 
states  to  criminalize  abortion.  The 
bill  would  also  take  away  the  pow¬ 
er  of  lower  federal  courts  to  de¬ 
clare  restrictive  abortion  laws  un¬ 
constitutional  or  to  block  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  such  laws. 

Sarah  Rockwell,  an  aid  to  Con¬ 
gresswoman  Pat  Schroder 
(D-CO),  told  GCN,  “The  prob¬ 
lem  with  the  statute  is  that  it  at¬ 
tempts  to  limit  the  Supreme 
Court’s  jurisdiction.  You  can’t 
(constitutionally]  prohibit  a  high¬ 
er  court  from  determining  wheth¬ 
er  a  lower  court  has  denied  a 
right.  *  ’  —  filed  from  Boston. 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


PLEASANT  SERVICE 
CLEANERS 

Alterations  &  Repairs 


•  Tailoring 

•  Personalized  Service 

•  Box  Storage 

•  Fur  Storage 

•  Hours  7  (V.M.-6  P.M. 
Monday-Friday 

•  Saturday  8  A.M.-5  P.M. 

950  MAIN  ST.,  MflltOSI  665-6770 


Save  this  Ad  10 44  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repoir  &  T  V  8,  Stereo  —  of  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  ontenno  installo- 
ion  o  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie  981. 

Old  foshioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

IS  MVtRi  ST.,  BIACON  Hill 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


Frank  Gillespie 

M.Ed.  in  Counseling 
Catholic  Priest 
Therapist 

has  joined  the  staff  of 

Rev.  Dr.  Calvin  E.  Turley 
and  Associates 

It  Ov Mfriwf  Si  Norton  (  ornn  Norton  A1A  02i$8 

where  he  offers  therapy  attending 
to  the  psychological  and  spiritual 
needs  of  persons. 

Telephone  (617)  965-2040 


YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit's 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 


BRIAN  CUMMINGS 


AT  MAISON  DE  FELIX  139  CHARLES  STREET  BOSTON  2270534 


Judged  Boston’s  BEST  American 
Cuisine  by  Boston’s  Best  Guide... 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner- plus  Saturday 
and  Sunday  brunch  and  Boston  s  best  late  night 
breakfast  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  til  3om. 


THE  IDEAL  21  Huntington  Av.,  Copley  Sq.  247-8249 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4348. 


Direct  from  New  York: 

“Navy  Blue”  x 


Boston's  Best  Aft  Mate  Show: 


Fred  Halstead’s  “Pieces  of  Eight” 
“Sex  Tool” 

“Truck  It” 


LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN:  IF  YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accountant  *  bar  *  bath  *  bookstore  *  dentist  *  doctor  *  dog  groomer  *  hotel  *  law¬ 
yer  *  publication  *  rap  group  *  social  group  *  switchboard  *  synagogue  *  travel  agent 
*  therapist  *  youth  group  *  or  any  other  business  or  organization  that  specializes  in 
serving  gay  people,  you  need 

GAYELL0W  PAGES 

The  NATIONAL  EDITION,  USA  & 

CANADA:  $6.95  at  your  bookstore;  $8.75 
by  mail;  outside  N.  America  $10. 

The  NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  EDITION 

includes  Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's 
section.  $2.95  at  your  bookstore;  $3.50 
by  mail;  outside  N.  America  $4.50. 

Want  to  list  your  business  or  organization?  Send  a  stamped  envelope  to  Renaissance  House.  Box 
292GC  Village  Station,  New  York,  NY  10014.  Owing  to  very  high  bank  charges  tor  foreign  collections, 
all  payments  from  outside  the  USA  must  be  in  US  funds,  by  Post  Office  Money  Order.  In  Canada. 
GAYELLOW  PAGES  is  available  from  Glad  Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y  2A6 


The  NORTHEAST  EDITION  covers  Con¬ 
necticut,  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode 
Island,  Vermont,  West  Virginia.  $2.95  at 
your  bookstore,  or  $3.50  by  mail;  outside 
N.  America  $4.50 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Testing/Treatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 


•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they  're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 


Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Fisher  Travel 

Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 


367-3490 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 
Munich  Oktoberfest 
One  Week  September  18 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 


Discovering  Lily 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Sometimes  I  think  my  head  is 
made  of  asbestos;  it  so  thoroughly 
insulates  my  brain  from  intrusion 
of  outside  information.  The  whole 
world  around  me  was  buzzing 
about  Lily  Tomlin.  Everyone  was 
trying  to  buy,  or  otherwise  obtain, 
tickets.  1  sat,  securely  ensconced 
in  my  ignorance,  and  paid  no 
heed.  But  little  by  little  some  glim¬ 
mer  of  understanding  began  to 
sink  in.  There  was  something 
special  afoot,  and  the  vibrations 
surrounding  me  finally  aroused 
the  sleeping  tigers  of  my  soul  and 
prompted  me  to  purchase  tickets 
to  see  Lily  Tomlin  —  just  to  find 
out  what  all  the  fuss  was  about.  I 
could  not  imagine  that  anyone 
could  be  all  that  good. 

This  article  is  not  a  review;  it  is 
what  happened  to  me  in  the  the¬ 
ater.  I  went  to  see  Lily  Tomlin 
fully  expecting  to  be  entertained. 
There  is  just  no  way  I  would  have 
parted  with  thirty  dollars  unless  I 
thought  there  was  a  good  chance 
of  getting  my  money’s  worth,  but 
I  did  not  go  with  heart  a-flutter  in 
an  excess  of  excitement  at  the 
prospect  of  seeing  Lily.  I  was  not 
like  many  of  the  audience  who 
were  going  to  pay  court  to  Lily  or 
to  lay  offerings  at  her  feet. 

Lily  had  achieved,  probably 
long  ago,  the  status  of  folk  hero 
or  cult  figure.  I,  in  my  blissful  ig¬ 
norance,  was  unaware  of  all  this 
adulation  and  might  not  have 
come  if  1  had  known  about  it  in 
time.  I  disdain  such  frenzied  wor¬ 
ship  of  mere  mortals,  preferring 
appropriately  demonstrated  ad¬ 
miration  for  the  special  few  who 
earn  it.  But,  occasionally,  cults 
are  formed  about  people  who 
truly  deserve  critical  acclaim  for 
their  legitimate  artistic  achieve- 

ments.  Such  a  rare  individual  is 

Lily  Tomlin,  and  the  single  most 
outstanding  feature  of  her  per¬ 
formance  was  the  fact  that  it  was 
her  performance.  100%  Lily.  We 
paid  for  Lily  and  we  got  Lily, 
nothing  held  back,  nothing 
stinted. 

In  the  past  my  sother  (signifi¬ 
cant  other)  and  I  had  gone  to  con¬ 
certs  or  performances  by  “stars” 
who  were  advertised  in  big  letters 
while  in  tiny  print,  fully  repre¬ 
sentative  of  their  value,  were 
others  who  took  up  more  actual 
performance  time  than  the  top 
billing.  We  felt  considerably 
ripped  off  in  such  instances  and 
left  the  theater  disgruntled  and 
downcast. 

Remembering  by-gone 

disappointments,  when  we  paid 
for  Lily,  we  suddenly  wondered  if 
she  were  going  to  produce  addi¬ 
tional  performers  out  of  the  wings 
to  ease  her  burden  and  water 
down  our  pleasure.  But  no  such 
disaster  came  about.  Lily  stood 
there  and  brought  the  house  down 
repeatedly  —  by  herself.  And  I 
have  seen  no  better  self  on  the 
stage  during  my  life-long  love 
affair  with  the  theater. 

Lily  actually  becomes  the  char¬ 
acters  she  portrays.  Before  our 
eyes,  with  no  props,  no  sets,  noth¬ 
ing  but  a  bare  stage  and  a  couple 
of  stools,  Lily  is  a  seven-year-old, 
second-grader  with  a  crush  on  her 
teacher.  We  feel  the  child’s  an¬ 
guish  when  she  is  called  upon  to 
read  aloud  in  class  and,  speaking 
in  a  loud,  full  voice,  she  says,  “is¬ 


land”  instead  of  “island.”  The 
child  is  mortified  and  the  embar¬ 
rassment  of  that  moment  burns 
indelibly  into  her  memory. 

Most  of  the  members  of  the  au¬ 
dience  were  quite  obviously  fa¬ 
miliar  with  Lily’s  repertoire  of 
unique  individuals,  and  they 
cheered  her  on  because  they  knew 
what  was  coming  and  they  loved 
what  they  knew.  I, on  the  other 
hand,  had  some  vague  rememb¬ 
rance  of  a  telephone  company  em¬ 
ployee,  but  knew  almost  nothing 
else,  so  the  impact  on  me  of  the 
total  performance  was  absolutely 
staggering.  Both  my  sother  and  I 
were  literally  breathless  through 
most  of  the  evening,  mesmerized 
by  Lily’s  special  brand  of  hypno¬ 
tism.  She  is  the  most  completely 
alive  actress  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
she  is  in  perfect  control  every 
minute. 

There  is  no  question  of  mere 
emotion  or  abandonment. 
Nothing  wild  or  unstructured  hap¬ 
pens  on  that  stage.  Lily  works. 
She  works  harder  and  better  than 
anyone  else  I’ve  seen.  She  gives 
more  than  one  would  think  her 
slight  body  could  contain.  What 
extraordinary  energy  and  physical 
strength  she  must  have,  to  be  able 
to  meet  the  demands  of  this  show. 

The  people  Lily  chooses  to  por¬ 
tray  indicate  clearly  enough  that 
she  has  profound  sympathy  for  all 
those  who  are  “different.”  Lily 
knows  what  is  must  feel  like  to  be 
a  quadraplegic  whose  spirit  can 
fly,  and  she  makes  that  person 
real  for  us.  She  shows  us  how 
someone  who  sees  and  hears 
things  others  neither  see  nor  hear 
is  trapped  in  the  “real”  world  and 
forced  to  give  “evidence”  of  her 
visions.  “When  we  talk  to  God, 
we’re  praying.  When  God  talks  to 

us,  we’re  schizophrenic.’’  Amen. 

No  wonder  the  gay  world  has 
taken  Lily  to  its  collective  bosom. 
There  she  is,  alone  on  stage,  one 
gladiator  pitting  herself  against 


the  lion  of  all  our  society’s  col¬ 
lective  evils.  And  she  wins,  damn 
it,  she  wins.  She  conjures  up  and 
slays  the  dragons  of  war,  of  male 
chauvinism,  of  loneliness,  of  old 
age.  Lily  has  no  sacred  cows; 
nothing  is  beyond  the  reach  of  her 
exquisite  satire,  and  yet  the  one 
thing  that  comes  across  the  foot¬ 
lights,  and  reaches  all  the  way  to 
the  farthest  seat  in  the  second  bal¬ 
cony,  is  love.  Lily  sees  all  our 
foibles  and  loves  us  anyway.  Lily 
loves  even  those  she  satirizes,  be¬ 
cause  satire,  at  its  best,  is  a  means 
of  teaching,  and  the  best  teaching 
is  always  done  with  love. 

So,  I  guess,  like  it  or  not,  I  have 
joined  the  Lily  Tomlin  cult,  if 
there  really  is  such  a  thing.  She  is 
an  entertainer,  a  teacher  and  a 
philosopher.  She  is  a  person  I 
would  like  very  much  to  know, 
and  I  can’t  honestly  say  that  about 
very  many  performers.  Usually  I 
am  thrilled  to  have  the  proscen¬ 
ium  arch  betwixt  them  and  me, 
and  the  price  of  a  ticket  standing 
as  the  perfect  and  enduring  barrier 
against  possible  friendship.  But 
not  with  Lily.  Probably  I  feel  this 
way  because  I  was  sitting  so  near 
her;  I  had  the  illusion  of  non-paid 
proximity. 

By  the  time  most  of  you  read 
this,  Lily  will  have  left  Boston. 
Her  engagement  ends  on  June  20, 
which  just  happens  to  coincide 
with  Boston’s  gay  pride  march 
and  rally.  I  had  intended  to  write  a 
gay  pride  article,  but  I  thought  it 
better  to  share  my  long  overdue 
“discovery”  of  LUy  Tomlin  with 
you. 

If  she  ever  comes  to  a  theater 
within  a  day’s  ride  of  your  home, 
try  your  damnedest  not  to  miss 
her.  Seeing  Lily  was  a  gift  I  gave 
my  sother  and  me  as  the  beginning 
of  our  own  personal  gay  pride 
celebrations  because  Lily  cele¬ 
brates  living  itself.  She  knows 
what  life  is  all  about,  and  she  gives 
you  a  lift  along  the  way. 


CWATERSHIP 
INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

P.O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 

Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  Provincetown.  Mass.  02657 

Vince  Tutela  (617)  487-0094 


For  the  Benefit  of 
WOMANEWS 

ALIX  DQBKIN 

inconcert 

with 

Latteta  Theresa 

Friday  June  26th  8  RM.  Sharp 

Wishington  Irving  High  School 
16th  Street  Irving  Place 

‘  “N.Y.C.” 

Tickets:  $6.50 

“women  only”  “ASL  interpreted ’  ’ 


Interview 

Continued  from  Page  7 

and  finally  began  defining  things  on  our  own  terms. 
Differences  between  us?  Forget  it!  I  want  to  go  home.” 

.  .  .  But  we  have  to  realize  that  we  don’t  all  have  to  be 
the  same  to  make  a  movement,  as  Beverly  Smith  said  [at 
the  workshop  for  Jewish  women  and  women  of  color]  at 
the  local  NWSA  [National  Women’s  Studies  Associa¬ 
tion]  conference  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  31).  •  •  When 
can  we  get  to  a  point  where  we  recognize  that  difference 
does  not  necessarily  threaten  our  reality? 

I  feel  that,  in  order  for  that  to  happen,  women  of  color 
have  got  to  give  each  other  some  benefit  of  the  doubt, 
some  grace,  some  slack.  We’ve  got  to  allow  each  other  to 
learn  from  each  other  and  expect  the  best  from  each 
other,  rather  than  expect  that  we’re  going  to  ignore  each 
other. 

JC:  Personally,  my  fear  of  difference  arises  from  my 
need  for  the  kind  of  validation  that  I  get  from  hearing 
that  someone  else’s  experience  is  the  same  as  mine.  I 
want  to  be  able  to  hold  on  to  my  feeling  and  percep¬ 
tions,  even  when  I’m  the  only  one  in  the  room  that  feels 
or  perceives  things  that  way. 

CM:  Exactly.  And  it’s  hard  to  develop  a  politic  with 
which  you  feel  like  you’re  making  clear  distinctions  and 
not  being  swayed.  It’s  so  much  easier  for  us  to  say  that 
we’re  all  the  same— and  at  points  in  doing  the  book 
we’ve  wanted  to  do  that.  The  most  important  thing 
about  the  book  for  Gloria  and  me  is  that  it  shows  that 
we  are  all  different.  And  the  covers  hold  all  that  dif¬ 
ference  together  and  the  pages  aren’t  burning  up.  Every¬ 
body’s  lying  there  side  by  side  in  the  name  of  third 
world  feminism.  Some  woman  will  read  a  piece  and  say, 
“That’s  bullshit.  That  woman’s  a  middle  class  bitch,” 
and  some  other  third  world  woman  is  going  to  read  that 
thing  and  say,  “God,  someone’s  finally  tallung  about 
what  it  means  to  be  a  middle  class  third  world  woman. 
Thank  you!”  If  there’s  enough  of  that  kind  of  contra¬ 
diction  happening,  we  don’t  all  have  to  be  so  terrified 
that  somebody’s  going  to  take  our  reality  away  from  us. 


.This  Bridge  Called  My  Back 
Writings  by  Radical  Women  of  Color 

Eds.  Cherrie  Moraga  and  Gloria  Anzaldua 
Persephone  Press,  Watertown,  MA 
$8.95 


CO 


CO 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 
$25.00  regular 
$17.50  low  income 

□  25  weeks 
$12.50 

□  12  weeks 

$6.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30<7o  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 
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Address 
City _ 


.  State . 


Zip 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St./Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ _ _ _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 
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Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 
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All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  Festival  of  Joy  and  us 
And  Henry  causing  quite  a  fuss. 

He  really  would  have  won,  you  know 
If  only  they  had  had  the  show. 

But  as  it  is  he  has  been  blessed. 

We  can  afford  to  skip  the  rest. 

I  love  you  more  than  pansies. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine. 

MATCH-MATE 

No  matter  what  it  is,  MATCH-MATE, 
Ltd.  can  supply  you  with  interesting 
leads  for  partnership,  marriage,  or 
someone  to  write  to.  A  transitional 
service,  at  no  cost  to  you.  Inquire  today, 
MATCH-MATE,  Ltd.,  Box  12408,  San 
Diego,  CA  92112.  You'll  be  glad  you  did. 

_ _ (2) 

LETTER-WRITING  TIME 
Angry  at  Mayor  White's  firing  of  Robin 
MacCormack  &  removal  of  the  liaison 
position?  Don't  be  lazy.  Write  today  and 
send  documentation  to  Rofes  do  GCN. 
We  must  all  do  our  part  in  this 
response. _ 

Very  Warm  GWF  32  who  enjoys  life, 
love  &  giving  affection  wants  to 
respond  to  GF  who  feels  the  same 
caring  way!  Please  respond  warmly, 
GCN  Box  425. _ (1) 

BLACK-WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER, 
international  social/support  group. 
Chapters  most  major  cities.  Write: 
BWMT-XA,  279  Collingwood,  SF,  CA 
94114  or  (415)  431-0458,  24  hours. 

(38) 

SISTER  WANTED 

Feminine  WM  28, 5'10”,  145  lbs  curly  hr, 
bl  eys,  Ikng  for  special  GF,  to  help  me 
into  my  transformation  of  womanhood, 
dress,  manner,  walk,  make-up,  etc.  Will 
repay  with  all  my  love  &  kindness.  Pis 
write  Bobbie,  PO  Box  8922,  Boston,  Ma 
02114. _ _ (47) 

GWF  28  attractive/handsome  wishes  to 
meet  other  GF's  for  fun  &  play  &  maybe 
love  if  it  happens.  Have  upbeat  sense  of 
humor— kind  heart.  GCN  Box  426.  (48) 

NORTH  SHORE  -  SALEM  AREA 
GWF,  24,  tall,  slim  is  looking  for  a 
special  lady  to  spend  some  time  with.  I 
need  a  woman  to  lite  up  my  life  & 
enable  me  to  realize  my  full  potential  as 
a  human  being.  If  you  feel  as  I  do, 
please  write  GCN  Box  428. _ (48) 

GOOD  FRIENDS 

Are  hard  to  find!  Quiet  GF  35  seeks 
mature  respon  friends  in  Wal-Wat  area. 
Enjoy  movies  walks  beach  long  talks. 
Not  into  drugs  booze,  open  to  rel  if  it 
develops  but  really  need  friends  to 
share  life  with,  GCN  Box  427.  (48) 

SEEK  PUBIC  SHAVING  INFO 
Young  guy  doing  book  on  pubic  shaving 
wishes  to  exchange  high  school-early 
college  experiences.  Free  copy  to 
those  who  contribute.  Skip,  11325  Blix 
St.,  North  Hollywood,  CA  91602.  (50) 

UNSATISFACTORY  HEALTH  CARE? 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay  Health  Work¬ 
ers  BOSTON  study  on  poor  health  care 
due  to  sexual  preference.  If  you  have 
experienced  this  in  hospitals,  clinics, 
or  MD’s  office,  please  send  account  to 
GNA/GHW  Boston,  P.O.  Box  678,  Ran¬ 
dolph,  MA  02368.  Accounts  may  be  un- 
signed,  if  preferred.  _  (48) 

FREE  VACATION  ON  BOAT 
For  yng  boy  under  20.  Sail,  swim,  fish 
on  lake  in  NYS  w/45  yr  old  captain.  Will 
pay  airfare  &  all  expenses.  Send  de¬ 
scription,  photo,  phone.  Box  6593,  Teall 
Station,  Syracuse,  NY  13217. _ (48) 

BERT 

A  home  in  the  forest,  rings  and  an  al¬ 
most  completed  patio!  Too  bad  you 
weren’t  looking  for  a  lover,  but  good 
thing  you  found  one.  Let’s  maintain  the 
romance  forever  and  always.  Gert.  (48) 

GWM  SKS  GAY  BLACK  MALE 
GWM  slender  attractive  37,  5 ’8",  150 
lbs  brn  hair,  blue  eyes,  into  sports  travel 
theatre  &  possibly  you,  seeks  GBM  with 
warmth  friendship  &  love  to  offer  will 
receive  same  call  (617)  536-6927.  Don’t 
be  shy.  _ (49) 

GWF  32  Latin  NYorker  sks  intelligent 
GF  30-40  to  share  intellectual  life  & 
kindness.  If  I’m  OK,  you’re  OK.  Spanish 
is  fun.  Accents  are  charming.  GCN  Box 
429.  _ (48) 


TIRED  OF  BARS? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people? 

Are  you  looking  for  a  new  relation¬ 
ship,  a  lover,  friends,  or  room¬ 
mates? 

Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to  know 
you. 

Serving  Greater  Boston  —  Massa¬ 
chusetts  —  New  England  —  and 
most  areas  nationwide. 

CALL  CONTACT  (TM) 

(212)  232-5500 
Mon-Thurs  1  pm  -  8  pm 


SERVICES _ 

HOUSECLEANING 

Experienced,  reliable  cleaners  will 
make  your  place  sparkle!  Reasonasble 
rates.  Excellent  references.  MaryAnn 
(617)  542-9247  or  Rhonda  62343530.  (48) 
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THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen' 
Shiatsu  &  Reflexology 
Techniques 

Joe  (617)  262-1000  ext  298 

Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  12-7 

Opportunities  in  real  estate— joint 
ventures,  condo  conversions — multi  to 
single  families.  Capital  needed.  Ja- 
maica  Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464.  (45) 

The  New  England  Womens  Gym  offers 
individualized  instruction  for  women  in 
weight  training,  bodybuilding  power- 
lifting  &  physical  conditioning.  As  of 
July  6  we  will  be  located  at  46  Waltham 
St.,  So.  End,  Boston.  For  further  info 
call  now  451-3514.  _ (48) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
\  ■  HYPNOTHERAPHY 

SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 

-  -  - 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 


MEN’S  GROUPS 

Freedom  to  say  what  you  feel 
Rather  than  what 
You  think  you  should  feel. 

Cambridge  Institute 

Harvard  Square 
354-2371 


COUPLES 

Experienced  couples  therapists  offer 
lesbian  &  gay  couples  counseling  for 
times  of  change  or  times  of  crisis.  Call- 
Focus  Counseling  (617)  876-4488  for  an 
appt.  Insurance  accepted. _ (49?) 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Healing  synthesis  of  shiatsu  (acupres¬ 
sure),  muscular  work,  and  reflexology 
(foot  massage).  Mick  Hazen  522-9164. 
_ (48j_ 

BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)266-1450 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP  FOR 
GAY  PROFESSIONALS 

Therapy  group  for  gay  professionals 
(men)  now  being  formed  by  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Gay  &  general 
issues  of  personal  adjustment,  relation¬ 
ships,  &  self-conception.  For  more  info 
re  group  call  Dr.  Meshoulam,  491-3801 
or  write  GCN  Box  419.  Blue  Shield  & 
other  health  insurance  payments  ac- 
cepted. _ _ _ (sL 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (25) 

WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN  ' 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 

For  women,  their  Monde,  end  tomlllos. 

(617)861-8824  Lexington,  MA; 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 

Monday  Evenings  8-9:30 
Six  Weeks  —  Starts  June  29 
THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
Meets  During  the  Day 
Great  For  Those  Who 
Work  Evenings  or  Nights 
BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  266-1450 


ROOMMATES _ 

Share  open  househld  w/3  women  on 
bus  line  private  rm  $100  plus  util.  Avail 
7/1  Medford.  Pis  call  aft  6pm,  wkends 
fine  391-2033. _ (1) 

COUNTRY  LIFE  IN  THE  CITY 
F  rmmt  for  Ig  apt,  Vic  hs  JP  nr  Pond. 
Huge  yard  w/garden,  quiet  w/trees  & 
birds.  Semi-veg,  cooperative,  flexible. 
We  play  banjo  &  fiddle;  photog,  botany, 
tennis;  anarchist,  feminist,  MCC,  no 
furry  pets;  $212  inc  all.  524-0529.  (49) 

Melville  Pk  Dorchester  hse  to  share  Ig 
12  rm  conf  well  equipped  hse  on  Red 
Line  $185  &  sec.  436-1538  Paul,  8-9:30 
am  &  eves. _ (49) 

Allston— 5  rm  apt  $140  pis— communi¬ 
cative  GM  or  GF  to  share  w/one  articu¬ 
late,  easy-going  F  (29)  and  one  tough 
old  cat.  July  1.354-3218. _ (50) 

F  musician  writer  athlete  sks  F  w/simi- 
lar  interest  to  share  Comm  Av  apt  in 
Brighton.  June  15-Jul  1  till  Sept 
w/optlon  for  fall  lease.  738-9213.  (44) 

House  in  W.  Somerville  looking  for  1 
lesbian.  Loose  but  friendly  collective. 
No  pets,  no  smoking.  628-7275  eves.  (5) 


W  SOMERVILLE 

Celebrate  Gay  Pride.  Move  to  fabulous 
W  Somerville.  2GM  seek  non-smoking 
third  for  independent/friendly/support¬ 
ive  household.  Large,  sunny  apt  near 
MBTA.  $133/mo  pis  utils.  Please  call 
776-6377  eves. _ ' _ (s) 

GM,  prof,  sks  similar  to  share  3  bed  rm 
house  on  Hyde  Park/Milton  line,  on  T 
bus  line,  nr  Rte  128,  quret  neighbor¬ 
hood,  Ige  yd,  porch,  fireplace.  $185/mo 
inc  ht  &  util.  Bill  36! -6571,  eves  & 
wknds. _ (46) 

2  LFS  SEEK  TO  SHARE  SPACE 
2  working  LFs  (34  &  32)  need  living 
situation.  Seek  compatible 
roommate(s)  in  co-op  or  semi-indepen- 
dent  setting.  Call  787-1455.  _ (48) 

Four  feminist/socialist  lesbians  sk  5th 
lesbian  rmte.  Hse  in  W.  Somville,  near 
Mass.  Ave.  $200/mo  inc  everything. 
Yard,  garden,  dog.  Prefer  age  25  pis. 
Pref  non  smoker.  Int  collectives. 
776-3340. _ (50) 

M  or  F  rmte  wntd  to  share  8  rm  apt  in 
Malden,  w/2  GM  students.  $115  pis  util. 
12  min  to  Bos  via  T.  No  heavy  drugs  or 
pets.  Quiet,  neat,  responsible  &  deter¬ 
mined  individuals  may  call  (617)  321- 
2094,  Sal  or  David. _ (48) 

WANTED 

We  would  like  to  start  a  support  group 
of  lesbian  women  presently  involved  in 
the  process  of  becoming  mothers.  522- 
9609  eves  or  wknds. _ (49) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Tired  of  paying  high  rent?  Own  your 
own  home.  Low  $  down.  Low  interest 
rates  for  qualified  buyers.  Home 
ownership  counseling  free  for  Jamaica 
Plain  buyers.  Sat-Thurs  10-5.  Jamaica 
Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464, _ (50) 

APARTMENTS 

Boston— Bay  Village— 1  bedrm  apt  in  3 
unit  townhouse,  carpeted  $350/mo  plus 
utils,  avail  Aug.  1.  (617)  227-6151  eves. 
Refs  required. _ (49) 

South  End  near  corner  of  Tremont  & 
Worcester  Sts,  1  bedrm  apt  heated, 
good  public  trans,  new  stove  &  fridg 
$275  plus.  262-9319  days. _ (48) 

Dorch/Ashmont.  Very  large,  sunny, 
quiet,  hrdwd  fir,  2  bdrm,  2  porch,  liv  & 
dining  rm,  mod  bath,  huge  kit  &  pantry. 
Avail  imm.  2  min  to  T.  Jaye  288-3851  .(48) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

SUMMER  RENTAL 

House  in  Ipswich  walk  to  beach  Ig 
private  yard,  fireplace,  Ig  bdrm,  w/bth. 
Avail  June,  Jul,  Aug  by  month  or  sea¬ 
son.  $250/mo  inc  all.  (617)  356-2554. 
Keep  trying. _ (48) 

MOVERS _ 

SHANA  PLUS.  436-2583 
Lesbian  Movers 
Six  Years  Experience 
436-2583 _ (48) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 


RESORTS _ 

Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford, 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 

_ May  thru  November _ 

P'Town’s  Watership  Inn 
Friendly,  cozy,  centrally  located. 
Most  rooms  private  bath.  Brochure. 

7  Winthrop  St. 

_ Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (49) 

THE  ANDREWS  INN 
Bring  your  lifestyle  with  you. 

A  perfect  place  for  lovers! 

Call  now  for  reservations  or 
Free  Brochure  (802)  463-3966.  (3) 

Aspasia  Guest  House  —  womon  owned 
&  operated,  cntrl  loc,  shrd  bath,  pkng, 
reasonable  rates,  928  Bradford  St, 
Provincetown,  MA  (617)  487-2511.  (48) 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


PROVINCETOWN 

Stay  at  the  Plaza  Guesthouse  when  you 
come  to  Provincetown  seas,  rates  22 
sg.  32  db.  Parking,  share  bath,  quiet 
street  central  location.  11  Pearl  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (617)  487-1818 
come  soon! _ (42-9/6  even) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

DISARMAMENT  INTERN 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
seeks  intern  (apprentice)  for  disarma¬ 
ment/peace  conversion  program.  Com¬ 
mitment  to  philosophy  of  nonviolent 
social  change,  communications  and 
typing  skills  required.  One  year  3/5  time 
or  7  months  full  time— $3,660  plus 
benefits.  To  begin  8/17/81.  Contact 
Personnel  Coordinator,  AFSC,  2161 
Mass.  Ave,  Camb,  MA  02140;  661-6130. 
.AFSC’s  AA  policy  encourages  applica¬ 
tions  from  Third  World  people,  women, 
open  gays,  handicapped  and  ex-prison- 
ers. _ (48) 

DELIVERY  PART-TIME 
Person  w/car  needed  for  light  delivery 
work.  15-20  hrs/wk.  $4/hr  clear  plus 
expenses.  Possible  distribution  job 
also  available.  Days  542-8280.  Eves 
227-7754. _ (x) 

GAYS  IN  MANAGEMENT 
Earn  what  you  are  really  worth.  No  one 
can  stop  you  if  you  want  it  badly 
enough.  Those  interested  call:  eves: 
Boston  area  (61 7)  884-3340;  North  Shore 
(617)  595-3012;  South  Shore  (617) 
769-4306. _ (48) 

MEDICAL  RECEPTIONIST 
Busy  Gay-oriented  clinic.  Exp  in  health 
setting  preferred.  Excellent  benefits 
and  $9K  salary.  Send  vita  to  FCHC,  16 
HavilandSt.,  Boston,  MA02115.  (48) 

COUNSELORS  NEEDED 
To  volunteer  at  Women’s  Counseling 
and  Resource  Center  in  Cambridge. 
Counseling  experience  necessary.  For 
more  info  492-8568,  Iv  message.  (48) 

OUTREACH-FUNDRAISING 
9  to  5  a  direct  action  organization  con¬ 
cerned  w/employment  problems  faced 
by  working  women  is  seeking  individ¬ 
uals  to  do  community  outreach  &  fund- 
ratsing.  (617)  536-6003. _ (44) 


HELP  WANTED 

Telephone  reservations  agent  for 
wholesale  tour  operator.  Individual  and 
group  tours  of  Eastern  USA  and 
Canada.  Marblehead  location.  Call 
639-0424. _ (48) 

Capable  energetic  young  carpenter- 
repairman  to  live  in  12  rm  conf  Ig  Cent 
Dorchester  hse  rent  free  w/4  friends  for 
9  hrs  work  weekly.  436-1538,  Paul, 
8-9:30  am  &  eves. _ (48) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875.  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

The  Men’s  Childcare  Collective  is 
looking  for  new  members.  If  interested 
’  call  Richard  776-6983. _ (43) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  M A  02138.  (36) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  M A  021 14. _ (cj 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS.  . . 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-M,  NYC,  NY  10018. _ (9/6) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Frl,  8  pm.  Softball  ail 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

NEW  LESBIAN/FEMINIST  BOOK 
Call  for  material  from  lesbian  mothers, 
their  lovers,  &  children.  An  anthology  of 
essays,  stories,  poems.  SASE  to:  Nem¬ 
esis,  PO  Bx  341323,  Coral  Gables,  FL 
33114.  Will  transcribe  tapes.  Deadline: 
Dec  15,1981. _ (49) 

Free  copy— exciting  new  gay  mag  w/72 
pp.  Personals,  humor,  film,  tv,  punk 
reviews.  Free  100  wd  personal!  Bill- 
Dale  Marcinko,  ed,  In-Betweena,  153 
George  St-GC,  New  Brunswick,  NJ 
08901. _ (48) 

The  works  of  Mat  Wolfe:  Clever  Coinci¬ 
dentals,  $20;  Coco  Comes  Out,  $20; 
Clayton’s  Sorrow,  $20;  Crow  'n  Co..  $35. 
Crow  Ink  Inc,  box  1384,  Boston,  MA 
02104. 

_ J22) 

101  Biblical  Contradictions,  $3.00;  Il¬ 
lustrated  Bible  Stories  (for  adults  only), 
$3.00.  Discovery,  Box  20331 -GC,  West 
Valley  City,  Utah  84120. _ (49} 


Calendar 


weekly  events 

*********  ***** 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  Info  #s):  volley¬ 
ball  266-2147;  running  825-0181;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  __  _  j 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled  mOnCI  Qy 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and  ' 

running.  Info:  327-2620. 


Acton,  UA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  All  invited.  Info:  263-9607. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm.i 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 
228-8049. 

Boston,  UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 


Uxbrldgo,  UA  —  Support  knd  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Wednesday 


Sunday 


Boston,  UA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  Instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8 
$2. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological, 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Boston,  UA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  8256181. 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info:, 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  UA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and' 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:306pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  .stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  UA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  4716404. 

Boston,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 


Boston,  UA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  5426144. 

Boston,  UA  -  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Infd;  426-7351. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  3546807. 

Brockton.UA  —  Brockton  Area  Gays  meet  on 
the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month. 
7pm.  Info:  Phil  583-8447. 

Boston,  UA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University's  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Northampton,  UA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586*5979. 

Worcester,  UA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  Interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  People  of  B.U.  Meeting. 
Hartman  Lounge,  basement  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  745  Comm.  Ave.  8-10pm. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitls.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 


Boston,  UA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice," 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 


Lynn,  UA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86  , 
Lafayette  Park.  7om.  Info:  599-5928. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  3546807. 

friday 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West' 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  Informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 

Boston,  UA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
Calf  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com- , 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  UA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Orleans,  UA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 

Boston,  UA  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  8766883. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Greenfield,  UA  —  Gay 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  G 
good  St.  7pm. 


Men  of  Franklin 
reen  River  Cafe,  Os- 


New  Bedford,  UA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 


Hampden  County  —  Social/support  group  for 
lesbians.  8pm.  Info:  532-9236. 


thursday 


BOSTON,  UA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Boston,  UA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 


BOSTON,  UA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Pittsfield,  UK'—  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Saturday 


Boston,  UA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-ln  center  and 
occasional  trips/activlties  for  lesbians  and 

gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
icross  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 


coming  events 
jun  22  mon 

Boston, UA  —  Inter-age  relationships:  an 
open  forum  on  inter-age  relationships  as  a 
radical  aspect  of  gay  liberation.  Sponsored  by 
the  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Assocation.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  David  Thorstad  is 
the  featured  speaker.  8pm. 

Boston, UA  —  Our  Boston  Heritage:  a  slide 
show  on  lesbian  and  gay  life  in  the  Boston 
area  from  the  17th  to  20th  centuries. 
Sponsored  by  the  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and 
,  Gay  History  Project.  Somewhere  (bar),-  295 
Franklin  St.  (near  Aquarium  T  stop).  7:30pm. 
Boston, UA  —  Stonewall  '69-'81:  a  gala 
celebration.  At  the  Cyclorama,  539  Tremont 
St.  (near  Clarendon).  Cash  bar  and  disco.  $5. 

23  tues 

Boston, UA  —  Community  Media  Group  is 
trying  to  create  a  lesbian  and  gay  media  group 
to  give  input  at  city  hearings  on  cable 
franchise  and  cable  access  programming. 
Two  meetings:  1-5pm  on  the  23rd  and  5-9pm 
on  the  25th.  Boston  Public  Library,  Rabb  Aud. 
(downstairs)  Copley  Square.  Info:  8646654 
(eves)  or  523-2642. 

Boston, UA  —  Self-defense  workshop  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  part  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  Week.  22  Randolph  St.  (off  Harrison 
near  Dover  T  stop).  7:30pm.  Info:  427-2487 
(mornings). 


Cambridge, UA  —  "Some  Enchanted  Evening: 
Lesbian  Media  and  Music"— Liz  Diamond's 
Straight  Talk  About  Lesbians,  a  slide/tape 
production,  and  live  performances  by  Jonie 
Schwartz,  Joanie  Katz  and  Liz  Diamond.  MIT 
Bldg  10,  Rm  250.  7:30pm.  Benefit  for  Women’s 
Educational  Media.  $3  donation. 

Boston, UA  —  Want  to  work  on  buses  or 
outreach  for  Michigan  Womyn's  Music 
Festival?  Come  to  the  GCN  office,  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop)  at  7:30pm. 
Info:  Maida  426-4469 


24  wed 


ttsa 


Boston, UA  —  Town  Meeting:  Agenda  for  the 
'80s.  Sponsored  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee.  Fanueil  Hall,  near  City  Hall. 
7:30pm.  Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Info:  262-4777  (voice  and  TTY) 

Boston, UA  —  Jane  Barnes  and  Charley 
Shively  will  give  a  poetry  reading  at  the  Mills 
Gallery,  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  549 
Tremont  St.  (near  Clarendon).  8pm.  FREE! 
Boston, UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment  Tonight:  Stephanie  Byrd  and 
Robin  Gloria  White.  Original  stories  and 
poetry  by  black  women,  sponsored  by 
Boogooloo  Productions.  8pm.  Wed.  eves  are 
women  only.  S3.  355  Boylston.  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after  8. 

25  thurs 

BOSTON, UA  —  GCN  NEEDS  HELP 
PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING  OUT  THE 
PAPER.  CO UE  ON,  THIS  IS  THE  WEEK!  SEE 
THURSDAYS  ABOVF  FOR  DETAILS. 


Boston.UA  —  Hear  Bill  Play!  Original  music 
by  Boston's  foremost  black  gay  male 
entertainer,  Bill  Powell,  accompanied  by  Ken 
Brady.  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  355  Boylston  St.  (near 
Arlington).  Everyone  welcome!  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm.  No  one  admitted  after  8.  $3. 
Boston.UA  —  (Did  you  wear)  YELLOW  ON 
THURSDAYS?:  Queer  and  feminist  theater: 
Nigel  Esther,  black  lesbian  poet;  Clover 
Chango,  performing  choreopoem  "boy  who 
am  cursing  inside";  and  choreopoetic  theater 
by  Marty  Kingsbury's  workshop.  22  Randolph 
(near  Dover  T  stop).  8pm.  $3-4,  more  if/less  if. 
Tonight  and  Friday  eve.  Also  Fri.  eve:  Judy 
Grahn's  “The  psychoanalysis  of  Edward  the 
Dyke,"  by  Iris  Bloom  and  Jean  Esther.  8pm 
(both  nights).  Info:  427-2487  (mornings). 
Cambridge, UA  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Task 
Force  presents  Gay  Pride  Week  Films: 
'Growing  up  female'  and  'In  the  best  interest 
of  the  children.'  MIT  Bldg  10,  Room  250,  77 
Mass.  Ave.  7:30pm. 

26  fri 

BOSTON.UA  —  GCN  CAN  ALWAYS  USE 
EXTRA  HANDS  SENDING  OUT  THE  PAPER. 
(THERE  ARE  MORE  EVERY  WEEK l  (PAPERS, 
NOT  HANDS))  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
DETAILS. 

Amherst, UA  —  Gala  Benefit  Concert/Dance. 
Maxine  Feldman  in  concert  with  a  dance 
following,  to  benefit  five  area  battered 
women's  service  shelters.  7pm-12pm.  Red 
Barn,  Hampshire  College,  Rt.  116.  All  women 
welcome.  Donation.  Info:  (413)  665-4705. 


Boston.UA  —  Brownfield  Boa  Canoe  Trip. 
Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Info:  Roy  (617)  247-1206  (h) 
or  864-5770  x2577  (w). 

Boston.UA  —  Annual  elections  of  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  Board  of  Directors. 
Any  registered  patient  of  the  health  center 
interested  in  running  should  sign  up  at  FCHC, 
16  Haviland  St.  by  June  21.  All  are  encouraged 
to  come  and  vote.  Info:  267-7573. 
Cambridga.UA  —  Contradance  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  and  their  friends.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8-1 1pm.  $3. 
Info:  492-1339. 


27  sat 

Providence, Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Lesbian  and  - 
Gay  Pride  March  and  Rally.  Cathedral  Square 
llam  assembly.  Leave  at  noon  for  State  House 
rally  at  1:30pm.  Info:  (401)  272-9247. 

Boston, UA  —  Lesbian  Theater  Workshop  by 
Marty  Kingsbury  of  the  Cauldron 
Experimental  Theater.  Bring  movement 
clothes.  Donation.  22  Randolph  St.  (near 
Dover  T  stop,  off  Harrison).  1-5pm.  Info:  Clover 
427-2487  (mornings). 


28  sun 

Boston.UA  —  Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian 
physician,  medical  students,  and  other  Health 
Care  Professionals)  will  be  holding  a  pot-luck 
dinner  beginning  at  4pm.  Info:  354-5910. 


e  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


